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 Children…. ‘grow up within a world of  
language play. It permeates their lives. It 
is the main means of  achieving rapport 
with their parents and peers.’          

 

David Crystal  

Language Play 



Are you aware of the value of 
play? 

 

 Songs, rhymes and chants 

 Oral narratives 

 Games 

 PLAY 



Learners need to receive many  

demonstrations of how texts 

are constructed and used.

Expectations of those to whom 

learners are bonded are powerful 

coercers of behaviour.  "We achieve 

what we expect to achieve; we fail 

if we expect to fail; we are more 

likely to engage with demonstrations 

of those whom we regard as  

significant and who hold high 

expectations for us." 

Learners need time and opportunity 

to use, employ, practise their 

developing control in functional, 

realistic, non-artificial ways.

Learners must be free to approximate 

the desired model - 'mistakes' are 

essential for learning to occur.

Learners must receive 'feedback' from 

exchanges with more knowledgeable 

'others'.  Response must be relevant, 

appropriate, timely, readily available, 

non-threatening, with no strings  

attached.

Learners need to make their own 

decisions about when, how and what 

"bits" to learn in any learning task. 

Learners who lose the ability to 

make decisions are "depowered".

EXPECTATIONS

Probability of Engagement 

is increased if these 

conditions are also  

optimally present.

Helping learners to make 

these decisions constitutes 

the 'artistic' dimensions 

of teaching. It is difficult 

for teachers who dislike 

children. 
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RESPONSIBILITY

USEUSE

APPROXIMATIONS

RESPONSE
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ENGAGEMENT

occurs when learner is 

convinced that: 

1. I am a potential 

    'doer' or performer' 

    of these demonstrations 

    I'm observing. 

 

2. 'Engaging with these 

    demonstrations will 

    further the purposes 

    of my life.' 

 

3. I can engage and try 

    to emulate without 

    fear of physical or 

  psychological hurt 

    if my attempt is not 

    fully 'correct'.

Engagement

EMPLOYMENT

FIGURE 1: THE CONDITIONS OF LEARNING

Learners need to be immersed in text 

of  all kinds

 



Did you know? 



Our Challenge 

Create life long writers and readers – initiate & 

value 

 Making writing authentic –real 

 Making writing purposeful and meaningful 

 Have the same expectations as we doing on oral 

language 

 



Writing  is a process 

Being inspired 

Gathering ideas 

Collecting seeds 

Drafting  
 

Editing 

Rehearsing  / 

Planning 

Publishing 

Celebrating 

Revising 



What makes writing work? 



 
SIX TRAITS 

 

Ideas 

Organization 

Voice 

Word choice 

Sentence Fluency 

Conventions & layout 



 

‘The thoughts in my 

head’    Zach 

‘They are mine and 

only mine’  Sammi 

‘they are the ones I 

have borrowed from 

books, others, things 

I see – everywhere!’ 
Sebastian 



Ideas 

are the heart and soul of  

writing 

the foundation for the process 



Take a moment 

Jot down as many memorable 

events connected to your 

family 

Select one that is a ‘perfect 

seed idea’ 



Family 

Holidays 
at Burleigh 

Family 
dinners 

Surprise 
75th 

Sebastian’s 
first words 



The just right word for 
the just right place! 

Snappy little shoes that 

clicked and clacked! 

Restless. 

Matte grey skin – a blur. 

Bullet-like  acceleration. 

With stealth he prowls. 

His hunger knows no 

bounds. 



Careful Word Choice 



Take a moment 

Re-read  your writing 

Select the verbs [ actions] or 

adjectives that could be more 

specific, create a stronger 

image. 



The POWER of 3 





Take a moment 

Re-read  your writing 

Select a moment where you 

can use the POWER of  3 



The link between reading and 
writing 



Tip 

Read, read, read 

Select different varieties of  texts 

Recommended reading, books 
you loved but REMEMBER to 
read them first! 

  







My ‘do not miss’ list 

 Anthony Browne 

 Rod Clements 

 Jackie French 

 Bruce Whatley 

 Colin Thompson 

 Gary Crew 

 Margaret Wild 

 Nick Butterworth 

 Emily Gravett 

 



My ‘do not miss’ list 

 Jackie French 

 Isobelle Carmody 

 Robin Klein 

 James Maloney 

 Terry Pratchett 

 Victor Kelleher 

 Gabrielle Lord 

 Margaret Mahy 

Just to name a few! 

 

 



Tip 
  

 Talk – discuss what you 

liked, disliked, found 

surprising, interesting 
  



Tip 
  

Play with words – oral 

language is essential! 
  



Tip 
  

Find mentors 
  



Tip 
  

Develop your family rituals 

and routines 
  



Oral play 

Message boards 

 Letter writing 

Creating books – narratives, recipes, how 
to, information books 

Writing as presents 

 



Tip 
  

Enjoy yourselves 
  



Tip 
  

Keep the ‘moments!’ 
  




