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Children.... ‘erow up within a world of
language play. It permeates their lives. It
1s the main means ot achieving rapport
with their parents and peers.

David Crystal

Language Play
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=% ‘ > THE CONDITIONS OF LEARNING i e
4 ‘ ] ; A MODEL OF LEARNING AS IT APPLIES TO LITERACY - '*:
r

T,
earners | need to be immersed in text al
- of all kinds

IMMERSION s

_earners ne_ed to receive many ENGXE—)EM ENT

emonstrations of how texts

constructed and used. DEMONSTRATION /

Expectations of those to whom
learners are bonded are powerful
coercers of behaviour. "We achieve
what we expect to achieve; we fail EXPECTATIONS Engagemel
if we expect to fail; we are more occurs when lear:
likely to engage with demonstrations convinced tha

of those whom we regard as — 1.1 am a poter
significant and who hold high Probability of Engagement doore iy

expectations for us.” s inc_rgased If these of these ©
conditions are also

optimally present.

I'm obs

Learners need to make their own ]
decisions about when, how and what En
"pits" to learn in any learming task de
Learners who lose the ability to
make decisions are "depowered".

RESPONSIBILITY

Learners need time and opportunity
to use, employ, practise their )
developing control in functional, EMPLOYMENT | &
realistic, non-artificial ways.

Learners must be free to approximate
the desired model - 'mistakes' are APPROXIMATIONS
essential for learning to occur.

Learners must receive 'feedback from -

exchanges with more knowledgeable Helping learners to make
‘others. Response must be relevant, thesle d_ec_:lgo_ns Con_stltutes
appropriate, timely, readily available, RESPONSE the "artistic' dimensions

non-threatening, with no strings of teaching. Itis di_ffi_Cult
attached. for teachers who dislike

children.




Did you know?

The most effective bridge from low levels of reading ability
and higher levels is frec voluntary reading. Students who read
independently at home and at school improve their reading
comprehension, vocabulary development, spelling and
punctuation competence and writing style. [Krashen, 1996]

Free voluntary reading
£
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Most of our accuracy and mastery of the conventions of
writing comes from reading, Although reading alone will not
result in perfect spelling, ‘big’ readers typically spell well.
[Krashen, 1996] We often write words to check spelling thus
showing our reliance on visual memory.

Lots of reading = good spellers

Writing skills = lots of reading

Independent reading promotes vocabulary acquisition.
Readers acquire “small but reliable” amounts of vocabulary

knowledge every time they see a new word in context. The

average middle class 5™ prade student reads about 1 million
words per year in school and outside of school. [ Anderson,
William 8 Fielding, 1988)

IR = NEW VOCABULARY
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Create life long writers and readers — initiate &
value

<+ Making writing authentic —real
<+ Making writing purposeful and meaningful

< Have the same expectations as we doing on oral
language



Writing 1S a process

Publishing
Celebrating

Being inspired
Editing Gathering ideas
Collecting seeds
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Ideas
Organization
Voice
... Word choice __ .
Sentence Fluency
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“They are mine and

‘The thoughts 1n my \
head’ ..

only mine’ swwmi

‘they are the ones I
have borrowed from

books, others, things

I see — everywherel

Sebastian




Ideas
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Take a moment

<+ Jot down as many memorable
events connected to your

family

<+ Select one that is a ‘perfect
seed 1dea’




Holidays
at Burleigh

Sebastian’s
first words

Family
dinners
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Surprise
75th



Ania -

Snappy little shoes that
clicked and clacked!

With stealth he prowls.
His hunger knows no
bounds.

Restless.
Matte grey skin — a blur.
Bullet-like acceleration.




g |

=

I' ‘a’rfn[u] Word Cl‘l
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Movement  action
Crawl — slither, wnthe, scrabhble, active blowing astonished
. .

Fly - soar, hower, flutter

Grab — snarch, vank, tug, wrench,
heave, pluck, sieze, whisk, vear, dramatic cracking enthusiastic

echoing envious
Run — scurry, scamper, whizz,

streak, gallop, sprint, dash, dart, gleaming grunting frustrating
bolt i

Swim — dip, bathe, float, plunge,
dive, snorkel




Take a moment

+Re-read your writing

< Select the verbs [ acti

ons| or

adjectives that could |

DC MOTIC

spectfic, create a stronger

image.



The POWER of 5

Author’s mmpl-zs

‘By the end of the day, he was given a haircut, a uniform and new boots.’

My Mother's Eves | “The sky was clear at sunrise as they sailed for Europe, leaving the pyramids,

Mark Wilson flics and heat behind.”

Erika's Story I imagine my mother and father robbed of everything they owned, forced

Ruth Vander Zee | from their home and relocated o a ghetto.”

He looked up with terror and jumped to his feet
The Stranger
He tried o run off, lost his balance and fell down
Chris Van Allsburg
He pot up again, but this time the farmer took his arm and helped him to the trock.




Variations of power ot 3
3 Ac!j-:ctim, verbs, | Their broad, hooked ,f.harp beaks were tri ghttning :
nouns iIn a row Tth swoop, dart and gli&ﬂ.
The room was filled with books, Pic{:urﬂf. and chairs.
EFE.E;I n % sentences Tth wanted it to end.
the same way Thcﬂ wanted to be rcEPcctc&

Thcﬂ wanted to be free.
The P|a_&|¢r'5 ran solid| y, tackled ‘Hﬂﬁ:eJH and won

% group clusters a:ﬂnuincinglﬂ.




Take a moment

+Re-read your writing

< Select a moment where you

can use the POWER of 3




The link between reacjmg and
writmg




1ip
Read, read, read

Select different varieties of texts

Recommended reading, books
you loved but REMEMBER to
read them first!



Where the Wild Things Are

by Maurice Sendak

o Green Egps and Ham
by Dr. Seuss

3

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
by Eric Carle

The Giving Tree
by Shel Silverstein

4| |Charlotte's Web
. | by E.B. White

$




The Cat in the Hat
by Dr. Seuss

Goodnight Moon
by Margaret Wise Brown

§

. Where the Sidewalk Ends
by Shel Silverstein

§

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Charlie Bucket, #1)
by Roald Dahl

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (Harry Potter, #1)
by I.LK. Rowling
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- My ‘do not miss’ list
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4+  Anthony Browne

Rod Clements

| Jackie French

ce Whatley

"Thompson
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- My ‘do not miss’ list
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4+ Jackie French
Isobelle Carmody
| obin Klein

I mes Maloney
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Talk — discuss what you
liked, disliked, found

surprising, interesting



|2 Wlth words — oral
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ne 1ag¢€ 1S essentlal'
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evelop your tamily ritual

d routines




+ Oral play
+ Message boards
+ Letter writing

+ Creating books — narratives, recipes, how
to, information books

+ Writing as presents



joy yourselves










