
  

Newsletter No: 31 

Wednesday  14th October 2009 

community CALENDAR 
October 15th Thu 9.00am Grade 2/3 Swimming 
October 15th Thu 9.00am Circus Clinics Grades 4/5/6 
October 15th Thu 4.00pm Environment Committee 
October 16th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
October 16th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers Conference Room 

October 16th Fri 12.00 to 1.30pm Environmental Show-   
 All community members welcome 
October 19th Mon 9.00am Grade 4/5/6/ (Room 20) Excursion to Lego Moonee Ponds 
October 19th Mon 7.30pm School Council  Meeting 
October 20th Tue 9.00am Grade4/5/6 Rms8/14/9/10 Excursion to Lego Moonee Ponds 
October 20th Tue 9.00am Parent Group Meeting/ Pink Ribbon Morning Tea 
October 20th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
October 21st Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
October 21st Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
October 22nd Thu 8.45am Excursion to Science works Rm’s 11/12,1/2/ & 5 
October 23rd Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
October 23rd Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers Conference Room 
October 26th Mon 9.00am State Athletics 
October 26th Mon 9.00am Excursion to Scienceworks Rm’s 3,4 & 6 
October 27th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
October 28th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
October 28th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
October 29th Thu 9.00am Circus Clinics Grade 4/5/6 
 

November 3rd Tue NO SCHOOL MELBOURNE CUP DAY 
 

November 4th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
November 4th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
November 5th Thu 10.00am Jump Rope—Healthy Lunch 
November 6th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
November 6th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers Conference Room 

Principal’s Report 
 

English Online Interview   Prep-Year 2 

The English Interview is a Department of Education and Early Childhood Development  

mandated assessment to be used for prep to year two students in all Victorian Government 

schools. It replaces the mandated assessment of reading program which assessed only reading 

accuracy and has been in place for many years at schools including Moonee Ponds West.  

The English Interview takes the form of an interview between the teacher and the student and 

assesses studentôs existing literacy knowledge in relation to points of growth against all  

dimensions of English (reading, writing and speaking and listening). Analysis of responses 

provides teachers with even more information to use when planning to meet student learning 

needs.  

Students will be assessed using the English Interview at the start and end of prep, the end of year 

1 and at the end of year 2. Teachers will be able to generate a range of reports immediately.  

Results from the interview will be linked so that teachers can examine student growth and im-

provement over time and like the previous assessment of reading then share that information 

with families.  

The English interview was developed over a two year period of research and development in 

which 4000 students in 100 schools participated.  

This assessment has strong alignment to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards and will 

provide even further evidence to support teacher judgements.  

The English Interview is similar to the Early Years Numeracy interview which the school 

currently uses with our students and is an excellent resource. 

The assessment period for the English Interview is from the 12th of October through to the 6th of 

November. Classroom teachers will be supported in the implementation of the interview. 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development expects that all P-2 students 

participate in the English Interview.  

If you have any questions please contact me at school. 

Planning for 2010 

Planning for 2010 is under way. Children have been asked to nominate a few friends with whom 

they can work well with to assist us with their placement for next year. Thank you for  

discussing this with your children. Teachers are looking carefully at each individual childôs 

needs including their social, emotional and academic needs. Teachers are fortunate enough to 

spend all day, with your child so are well placed as educational professionals to make informed 

decisions about best placement for each child in their care. 

If you have some information that your childôs teacher is unaware of that may assist placement 

please put your comments in writing to your childôs classroom teacher who will then forward 

these to me by Friday October 16th.   



 óKIDS DO MATTERô - STUDENT WELLBEING   

 

It’s Not Ok to be Away 
Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West -Term 4ï Week 1ð5th Octoberð9th October 

Explained Absences  145 

Unexplained Absences daysï  38(Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience) 

Total absences 183 

Jenny Crowle 

I have had some requests 

for information on what 

are common childhood 

fears. I hope the informa-

tion below is useful. 

Common childhood fears 
 

Certain kinds of fears are more common in children at different ages. The kinds of things that 
children get frightened of are related to the way their thinking develops, as well as to things 
they may be exposed to in their culture or environment. For example, fear of strangers and 
fear of heights often occur towards the end of childrenôs first year. These fears involve being 
able to recognise and remember that someone is unfamiliar or that there is danger. Many 
children at the age of 3-4 years have fears about the kinds of scary characters presented in 
childrenôs stories, for example ghosts and witches. This is the age at which imagination plays 
a major part in childrenôs thinking. At this age also they are likely to hear cultural stories about 
people or creatures that threaten children. In some places environmental dangers, such as 
snakes or other poisonous creatures, are a real basis for fear in older children.  

Age Common fears How thinking is involved 

Early infancy Å Loud noises 

Å Loss of support 

Å Senses stimulate infant learning 

Å Aware of dependence on caregiver 

Late infancy 8–15 months Å Strangers 

Å Separations 

Å Associates unknown person with risk 

Å Realises that parent/carer is missing 

Preschool 2–4 years Å Imaginary creatures such as 

monsters 

Å Potential burglars 

Å The dark 

Å Imagination is a major thinking tool 

Å May not distinguish fantasy from reality 

Early primary age 5–7 
years 

Å Natural disasters (e.g., fire, 

thunder) 

Å Injury 

Å Animals 

Å Fears related to TV viewing 

Å Able to think in concrete logical terms 

Å Fears emphasise dangers that have a basis in reality 

Upper primary age 8–11 
years 

Å Sports and school perform-

ance 

Å Fear of failure 

Å Illness and death 

Å Evaluates own performance by comparison with    others 

Å Sense of self tied to achievement 

Adolescence 12–18 years Å Peer rejection 

Å Fear of ridicule 

Å Meeting new people 

Å Able to think in more abstract ways 

Å Able to anticipate the future in more detail 
Å Self-esteem related to peer relationships 

As noted above, pre-school childrenôs fears of imaginary things, such as fearing that monsters are under the bed, shows their use 
of imagination in thinking and play. Once children develop logical thinking it allows them to think through the things that make them 
afraid and to filter out those things that are purely imaginary. The focus of school-age childrenôs fears is therefore more likely to be 
realistic and to involve things that do or could actually happen to them. The fears of children in middle primary school are com-
monly about getting hurt or being embarrassed in social situations.  

The development of thinking also means that fearful situations can be anticipated and worried about. By later primary school chil-

drenôs thinking ability has developed enough that they can worry about things that havenôt happened yet. They may begin to worry 

about school tests or about not being liked by peers. The physical symptoms associated with fear are also present when children 

worry. They are not as strong but they last longer. Even though imaginary fears decrease with age, some childhood fears, such as 

fear of the dark and fear of death, continue into adulthood. Research has shown that females generally experience or report higher 

Parent Group  
Next sessionðTuesday October 20th 2009  

Guest speaker Susan Patterson on  
―Children’s Worries—What is normal and what is anxiety?‖ Part 2 

9.00am after ôdrop offõ in the meeting room 
The meeting will be held in conjunction with a Morning Tea to support Pink Ribbon Day  

http://www.pinkribbonday.com.au/Home.htm


 

Education weekly  

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Interschool Sport 
 

Summer Sport 
This Friday the  Gr 5/6 children will commence their Summer Sport 
(soccer, rounders, volleyball & newcombe) & some of the Gr 4ôs may 
have an opportunity to fill in depending on numbers. The other Gr 4ôs 
will play games at school. The Gold team will play North Melbourne at 
home (soccer children will walk to Fairbairn Park leaving at 9.10) while 
Blue will travel to Ascot Vale PS (soccer at Ormond Park). 
All children need to have returned their bus permission form to the 
teacher taking their sport by this Thursday. No note no play! All chil-
dren also need a wide brimmed hat & it would be a great idea to bring 
a water bottle.  
 

Zone/Regional Athletics 
Good luck to the 20 children who are competing today at Aberfeldie 
Athletics Track. Good luck & enjoy the day. 
 

National Karate Championships 
A huge congratulations to Charlotte Fischer (Rm 17) who competed 
last week in Brisbane in the National Karate Championships. Charlotte 
finished third overall which is something she is very proud of & Iôm sure 
we all agree is a great effort for someone so young. Good luck with all 
of your future sport Charlotte. 
   
Circus, Circus, Circus 
Our Gr 4-6 Circus performance is planned for Friday November 20th  
from 6.00pm, so it would be great if everyone could put that date into 
their diary & keep it free. We are hoping that all Gr 4-6 children will play 
some part in it. This Thursday Phil Melgaard will return to the school to 
work with the children in their activity groups. We would love to have 
some parents attend too to help supervise. See Jan or Sue if you are 
available for some part of the day (especially between 9.00 & 
10.00am). 
 

Hockey Super Clinic 
Any 5-12 yr olds who are into hockey donôt miss this Super Clinic at the 
State Hockey Centre on Saturday November 28th from 9.00- 10.30am. 
For more information & registration details go to www.hockey.org.au/
hookin2hockey  Registrations close on Friday November 24th or before 
if the allocation is exhausted. 
 

Girls Cricket 

Thanks to Mel and Nat who ran a Cricket Clinic for 30 Gr. 2/3 Girls. 
All girls had a ball and played well. Any girls who would like to join an 
ongoing cricket Clinic go to Aberfeldie Park on Thursday at 4.30 pm 
until 5.30 pm 
 

 

Jump Rope & Healthy Lunch Helpers Form 
  
Name: ………………………………………….. 
 

Contact Number ……………………….. 
  
Child/ren’s Names:…………………………….. 
 

Rm/s ………………. 
  
I will be able to assist on the day: 
  
Prepare food 9.00 to 11.00am Ä  Serve food 12.00-1.30pm Ä                 
 

Both Ä  

 

JUMP ROPE 

This yearôs Jump Off will be held on Thursday 

 November 5th from 10.00-11.00am. All children  

will be involved either skipping with a short or  

long rope as well as participating in a variety of group 

 activities. Like Show Day the children will choose the  

activities they would like to participate in & itôs usually a 

great day.  

Any parents who can come & help turn a rope would be 

greatly  

appreciated. 
 

If children have their own short ropes, it would help if they 

could bring them on the day (please make sure that the childôs 

name is on the rope). 
 

As well as being a fun & healthy activity we will also be rais-

ing money for the school & a JSC nominated charity. The 

children will receive a sponsorship form in PE 2 weeks prior 

to the event. 

We will also be holding a óHealthy Lunchô on the day that is 

organised by a group of parents. If anyone is willing to assist 

with this please fill in the form below & return to the office 

ASAP. Each child will receive a Healthy Lunch information 

form & money envelope in a couple of weekôs time. Donôt 

miss out, itôs great! 

 
 
………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Australian Maths Competition News 
 

The Australian Maths Competition will be available to the children in 
grades 4/5/6 again next year. The competition will be held on Thurs-
day 5th August 2010 and there will be a small cost involved. 
If you would like your child to participate watch the newsletter for 
more information. 
The children that participated in this yearôs competition will have their 
certificates presented to them at Assembly on Monday  20th 
October.  

CONGRATULATIONS  

Congratulations to Matthew Starling (Trumpet) and Erin Dick (Trombone) who both received excellent 

results for their recent AMEB Grade Two Exams. 

Soundhouse Concerts 2009 
Guitar and SAP - Monday, November 9th - 

7.00pm 
Keyboard --  Wednesday, November 11th- 7.00pm 
 Soundhouse Concerts will be held in the school gym.   

Entry is free! 
PRIVATE GUITAR LESSONS 
Soundhouse Guitar TeacherðSimon Towers is available for Private 
Lessons after school hours. Contact Simon Towersð0407244255 

http://www.hockey.org.au/hookin2hockey
http://www.hockey.org.au/hookin2hockey


 

Education weekly CONTINUED  

Room 14: What Goes Around Comes Around! 
We have started exploring the key areas of: laws, cycles and systems. 

Some examples of systems: the circulatory system; an ocean; a rainforest; the solar  

system. 

    

Some examples of cycles: the water cycle; the day / night cycle; life cycle of plants,  

animals, humans; the food chain. 

  

Some examples of laws: gravity; force, magnetism; motion.  
  

 

 
 
 

After much deliberation, it is with regret that the upcoming MPW Trivia Night which 
was to be held this Saturday the 17th October has been cancelled due to lack of 
numbers. 
Thankyou and apologies to those that had committed to Saturday night. 
A new date will be set for March 2010 in the hope that it will attract our loyal MPW 
families together with new incoming families. 



  

 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM ò 1/2ó 

 

Room 18 did some amazing performances at the end of last term! 

Our talents include puppet theatre, dancing, acting, constructing 

sets, writing scripts, magic tricks and performing in front of an 

audience. We did our best and we had a great time. 

ROOM 18 



 

 

 Friday 23rd Monday 19th Thursday 22nd Wednesday 21st Tuesday 20th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
―Highlights‖  

Honey 
Joys 

Special  
Crafts 
Night 

Free  
Choice 
Day 

Fun  
With 
Plasticine 

Clay  
Creations 

 Dear Parents, 
OSHC Service will not be operating on Tuesday 3rd November 
(Melbourne Cup Day). 
Donôt forget to check this space next week for information about 
our special sessions of Active After School Care (AASC) in Term 4. 
Thanks and regards 
OSHC Team 

 
Dear Families, 
Aftercare would love to 
receive donations of 
empty boxes/containers 
for recycling and  
construction activities. 
 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 

Napier Community Orchestra  
Saturday 17th October  
* 2.30pm 
Spring Classics 
featuring  
Mozart & Beethoven  
with soloist Ashleigh  
Robertson  
performing  
Stamitz Flute Concerto 
Conducted by  
Jenny Going 

*Afternoon Tea*  
138 Buckley Street 

Maya Festival details  
Date: Saturday 17th October 2009 
Running times: 10am - 10pm 
Venue: CERES Park (Centre for Education and  
Research in Environmental Strategies) 
Address : Cnr Roberts and Stewart Streets, 
 Brunswick East, Victoria, Australia 3057 
Website : www.mayafestival.com 
 
Maya Festival is a community music, art and life-
style festival. The event is family friendly and this 
year we have a wonderful Kids Zone within the 
Global Village of the festival. Providing a safe and 
enjoyable space for the kids, we aim to entertain, 
encourage creativity, inspire and provide opportu-
nity for interaction with other kids with a diverse 
program of challenging and fun activities! Children 
bring a vital and joyful aspect to the Festival and 
the Kids Area is a place children may feel 

Essendon Baseball Club - T Ball Season 
Beginning Friday October 16 : 5 - 6.30pm 
Location : Boeing Reserve - Boeing Rd, 
 Strathmore 
Come join the fun and at the same time learn the basics of 
 baseball - how to hit, run the bases, throw to position and to 
catch the ball using their baseball glove. The program runs 
through to February, with a break over the Christmas/New 
Year holidays. Contact Martin Coster - 0434360309 
for more info. 

Free Entry  
Enquiries:  
9346 8686 (ah)  
0408 617 055 (m)  
Supported by the  
Strathmore Community 
Bank Branch  
of the Bendigo Bank 

http://www.mayafestival.com

