
  

Newsletter No: 14 

Wednesday  20th May 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

May 21st Thu 9.00am Naplan Grade 5 
May 22nd Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport 
May 25th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
May 23rd Sat` 11.00am “Veggie Patch” Gates to be installed 
May 26th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
May 26th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
May 28th Thu 11.00am “Biggest Morning Tea -The Staffroom 
May 28th Thu 2.30pm to 3.30pm “Science fair” Room 9/10 
May 29th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
June 2nd Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 3rd Wed 9.30am to 10.10am  “MPW Fun Run” 
June 3rd Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
June 3rd Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
June 5th Fri 9.00am District Soccer Round Robin @ Fairbairn Park 

June 8th Mon QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY—NO SCHOOL 
June 9th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 10th Wed 9.00am Zone Cross Country—Brimbank Park 
June 10th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
June 10th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 

June 12th Fri PUPIL FREE DAY—NO SCHOOL 

Principals Report 
 

Working Bee and Magnificent Gates 

I would like to extend a sincere thank you to our wonderful Environment Team and the many 

families who supported this group during our working bee on Sunday. The team led by Helen 

and Sue are working very successfully to make the grounds of Moonee Ponds West the best 

there is. 

Not only did all the helpers work to beautify the grounds they also had time for a wonderful 

BBQ and quite a few laughs. I was talking to one of the „crew‟ who said the day had a real  

community feel, with people who were happy to be here helping. 

A huge thank you to the Merrett family for the amazing gates near our vegetable garden.   

The gates were designed in 2008 by Yr 6 student Cindy Lau . 

The Merrett family have donated endless hours, materials and labour to turn this concept design 

into reality – beautiful black, fun and creative gates. 

The Environment group are in the process of planning a celebration to officially open the gates. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT 

The newly-formed School Council met for its first full meeting of the council year.  New members of the 
council - Narelle Busch, Bruce Holden, Adele Perrottet and Natalie Sykes - settled into council proceedings 
and made good contributions.  We were also joined by Stella Mc Robbie and Nathaniel Peacock from the 
Junior School Council and they provided an impressive report on a range of issues including fund-raising 
charities, disco coordination and sharing of the new football ground.   
 There hadn't been a council meeting for about two months, so there was a lot to get through.  Some of the 

key outcomes from the meeting were: 

¶ School council gave in-principle approval of the design elements of the proposed grade 2/3 learning 

area and performing arts space (funded by the economic stimulus package).  The design was seen to pro-
vide a highly desirable learning area while being sympathetic to the nearby old buildings and not impacting 
on the surrounding play area. 

¶ The proposed design has been submitted for a chain of government approvals over the next 

month.  The school council will be providing maximum support to Tony in getting through this approval 
process. 

¶ A student protocol for the acceptable use of Information Communications  
Technology (ICT) has been developed through the Education Committee. This protocol covers issues such 
as appropriate internet access, care for equipment and equipment safety.   
The protocol was endorsed by School Council. 
The School Council recognised the Environment Committee and the many helpers who made the week-
end's Working Bee such as success.  There was a special recognition of the Merrett family for their fantas-
tic contribution of the "Veggie Patch" gates. 
The various sub-committees will be setting their goals for the next year at their next meetings.  It is the 
perfect time to put up your hand and join one of the  
committees.  The committees include Resources (Finance), Education, Environment,  
Fundraising and Parents Group.  If you are interested in joining one of the committees, let Tony or the  
General Office know.  It is a great way of meeting other parents and finding out all the great things that are 
happening at the school.                                                         Gary Marshall 
                                                                                                 School Council President 



  



 

 

 Friday 29th Monday 25th Thursday 28th Wednesday 27th Tuesday 26th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Hockey Asian  
Traditional  
Ornaments 

Craft  
Night 

Hip  
Hop  
Dancing 

                Asian  
           Traditional 
   Ornaments cont 

Dear Parents, 
Enrolment forms for the upcoming Holiday Program (29th June ï
10th July) are now available at the OSHC Service desk or at the 
school office. The enrolment forms can also be accessed online at 
www.campaustralia.com.au  . Please note that the last date for 
bookings is the 21st June. Bookings done after that date will incur a 
$25 late fee.  Thanks the OSHC Team 

 
 
Anny canned food dona-
tions for Tommy would 
be greatly appreciated. 

Expression of interest 

Hosting Oz Japan Student tour Students 

August 2009 
 

 

Childôs name: 

____________________________________ 

 

Childôs Grade:_______________________________ 

 
 

Parentôs Name:________________________________ 
 

 

Address:___________________________________ 

 

Phone No: _____________ (daytime) _______________ 

(night) 

 

Email Address:_________________________________ 

Dear Parents 

Once again we have the opportunity to host students coming to Australian 

from Japan on the Language Discovery student tour. The students are com-

ing to stay at the beginning of August 2009. We are looking for host fami-

lies for the students during that time. The 

 students are middle years students. They could be hosted  

individually or as a pair. 
 

The students attend school and spend time in the classes with their host 

students. You will be expected to provide lunches for them during their stay 

with you except Wednesday as they will participate in an excursion and 

lunch will be provided by the tour company. The stay is for approximately 7 

days. 

Families receive some remuneration to cover costs. 
 

It is a short but very enjoyable trip for them and you. In the past the families 

have had a great time. If you are able to host a student please return the 

form below. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Diana Vivian 

WORKING BEE THANK YOU 

Many thanks to the parents, children and teachers who came in on Sunday and pitched in to leave our school looking cleaner, 

greener, neater and with a fantastic new set of gates for the Veggie Patch. 

We had early birds weeding from 8:30 am, stayers still there at 4 and families dropping in midway through their Sunday stroll. 

A midday sausage sizzle and a cake from Sheenagh provided the energy to keep going – weeding, digging, chain-sawing,  

scrubbing, planting, sweeping, shoveling, mowing, trimming, pruning... 

The veggie patch gates were designed by grade 5/6 students last year in creative arts and then passed on to JSC to be voted on by 

the children.  The most popular designs were incorporated into one beautiful design by grade 6 student, Connie Qian. 

This design was then passed on to Vin Merrett, dad of Zac and Gus, who generously spent many long hours making the gates, 

transforming Connie‟s sketch and bringing the children‟s designs to life. On Sunday Vin installed the gates, making a  

magnificent contribution to MPW. 

Thanks to all the parents and staff and a very, very special thanks to Vin, Glenis, Zac and Gus!!!!!! 



  

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ò ROOM ò4ó 

ABSEILING by Kale Moseley 

Ten metres high abseiling with no grip on the wall. 

“Who wants to go next?” I wasn't sure. I put my 

hand up a little bit. “Ok you can go first”.  

“Alright” I said. The first ladder was really wobbly I 

thought it would snap or fall over. It was my first 

time up there. “Step in the square”.  

“Ok”.  

He attached me to the safety rope then said “hang on 

to this rope put your hand here and on your hip”.  

“Ok”. 

“Now put your heels over the edge, on the count of 

three move backwards”. I was feeling a bit nervous. 

“Now down you go”. 

“Go Kale” everybody said. I did it about 5,6 or 7 

times, by the end I was jumping down.  

Shimmering lakes and sparkling waters  
Fog drifting through the treetops  

Frosty mornings turn into sunny days  
Trees sway in the breeze and whisper to 

each other  
Laughter echoes through the camp  

Stampede of feet racing to the sound of the 
rusty old bell  

As morning breaks Kookaburra laughter 
pierces the ears of tired campers   

Skimming rocks across the water creating 
ripples through the lake  

Adrenalin rushes through your veins as 
you swing across the Tarzan rope  

Soft gooey mud squelching on our legs as 
the icy water laps our toes  

Prickles poke into our body as we 
frantically hide in a bush  

Searing pain tearing at your fingers as you 
draw back the bow to fire the arrow  

Hanging on for dear life as you cautiously 
walk down the abseiling wall  

Back breaking pain as you shift the heavy 
logs around the bush to make a hut  

Singing nervously in front of the teachers 
in a too clean to be true cabin waiting for 

your score  
Flying through the air like a bird in the sky 

with wind beating against your face and 
the harness tugging on your body  

Camp has gone so fast yet slow and we 
have missed our family but we will miss 

camp 
By Bridget Jones, Emma Kijagulu, Emily Clayton 

and Alice Kaiser in Room 20 



 „KIDS DO MATTERô - STUDENT WELLBEING  

Jenny Crowle 

Why social and emotional learning (SEL) is part of Student Wellbeing 

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is about learning how to manage feelings, manage 
friendships and solve problems. These are essential life skills that support wellbeing and  
positive mental health. Social and emotional skills promote childrenôs ability to cope with 
difficulties and help to prevent mental health problems. Children who have developed social 
and emotional skills find it easier to manage themselves, relate to others, resolve conflict, and 
feel positive about themselves and the world around them. 

SEL provides practical skills that all children can learn and 
apply to everyday situations. Learning skills such as  
self-awareness, effective communication and conflict  
resolution can also help to prevent the development of 
mental health difficulties in children who might otherwise be 
vulnerable. In this way teaching children social and 
emotional skills helps to promote resilience ï the capacity to 
cope and stay healthy in spite of the negative things that 
happen through life. 

Why SEL is important to schools 

Australiaôs national educational goals for the 21st century, as well as curriculum documents for each 
State and Territory, recognise the importance of children achieving positive outcomes that relate directly 
to the skills of SEL. In addition, there is broad agreement and research evidence that shows that learning 
SEL skills can improve academic learning and enhance studentsô motivation to cooperate and achieve.  
Because it emphasises teaching children the skills for positive relationships, SEL is a key strategy for 
schools in their efforts to reduce bullying and improve caring, respect and responsibility at school. When 
children are taught specific strategies for recognising and responding to emotions, thinking through  
challenging situations and communicating effectively, they are less likely to act out frustrations at school 
and elsewhere. 

Next week the article will look at 

what SEL has to do with learning 

and how SEL is taught. 
Jenny Crowle 

Itôs Not OK to be away or Late 
 

Term 2 ï Week       11-15 May - Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  

Explained Absences –91   days 

Unexplained Absences ï22 days. 

Total absences -   days .113 

Is regular attendance at school important?  

Yes – from the first day if your child misses the basic skills in primary school they can experience difficulties with their  

learning. Regular attendance is essential to make sure learning is not disrupted. Regular learning provides building blocks for 

the future. It would be appreciated if families ensure that they follow up any absences from last week with a note or phone call 

to the office.   

This week teachers will be sending out a note to families with more than three unexplained absences, if these could be 

signed and returned to the office that would be great. 



 SPORTS NEWS 

Interschool Sport(Winter) 

Results from last week: 

Blue  had a bye  
Gold Vs  Flemington 
Netball A drew 8 goals all 
Netball B  lost 25 goals to 4 
Bat Tennis  lost 36 games to 28 
Football  lost  5-11-41 to 5-6-36 (thank you to the Gr 4ôs who filled in 
for the children who were at camp) 
This week itôs Gold Vôs St Maryôs B away (football at Maribyrnong 
Park) & Blue Vôs Ascot Vale at home (football at Maribyrnong Park). 

Good luck to everyone. 

Zone/Regional Cross Country 
We have 2 more children who will be competing at Brimbank Park in 
cross country, they are Georgia Cutrale & Katie Earnshaw.  Well done 
girls & good luck on the day!  
Primary Schools State Golf Championship 
Any boys or girls in Gr 4-6 who would like to have a go in the State 
Golf Championship see Jan Hayes for an entry form. Entries are due 
in by June 25th with the first round played in the first week of August. 
There is a $10 entry fee & an adult needs to walk with the competitor 
(1 per 4 students). In the past we have had about 4 students per year 
enter & all have had a great time. So if you play golf give it a go! 
Riverside has one of the largest junior golf programs in Australia and 
offer junior clinics every day to students between 6 and 16 years old. 
Free course membership is given to all students. Riverside are offer-
ing all Moonee Ponds West students a dozen free golf balls when 
they enrol in the junior golf program. If you would like to do so please 
call Daniel on 9938 4545. 
FUN RUN 
We will be holding our 19th Annual Fun Run on Wednesday June 3rd 
from 9.30 to 10.30am. All the children & teachers will be involved & 
can run, jog, skip, hop, walk etc for one hour. As well as this being a 
healthy whole school activity, the children will be asked to collect 
sponsors to raise money. Children are encouraged to collect sponsors 
(but do not have to) & the money raised will be spent as follows: 

50% kept by the school for the children to spend on classroom 
sports equipment & indoor games 

35% to a charity- this year the JSC chose a school effected by 
the bushfires & I have contacted Flowerdale P.S. & they are 
very excited to be involved with us 

15% to cover running costs 
Sponsorship forms will be handed out 2 weeks prior to the event 
The Run will go along Athol, Laura, Eglinton & Lennox Streets 

with Council barricades blocking Darling St. 
We will have a shorter course for some P-2ôs who would prefer it 

(around our school block without crossing any roads). 
Closer to the day all P/1 classes will walk the shorter course 
so that they are familiar with the course, the barriers & who 
will be assisting them. 

To hold this event we need the assistance of parents to super-
vise corners & the Darling St barricades (18 people in total). 
We also need help to operate a drink stop, stamp childrenôs 
hands when they complete a lap & cut fruit for the chil-

dren after they finish (donated by the chil-
dren on the day)  

We have some helpers but not enough to hold our Fun Run. 
We cannot run this event without your assistance so donôt 
be shy! Itôs also a great way to get to know other parents & 
support the children as they run past. Please complete the 
form below if you are able to assist.  

 

Maths Home Tasks 
 

 

 

3.  Squaring Off  Use chalk to mark a 2x2 grid on some 

concrete outside.  Write appropriate numbers in each square- 

1, 2, 3 for very young children (or use dots); the numbers up 

to 100 for older children.  Take turns to throw a small stone 

onto the grid.  Ask, “Who has the biggest/smallest number?  

Who has less than/ more than 5?”  Vary the game by adding 

up the numbers scored.  First to reach 20 wins. 

Friday Morning Parent Helpers  

Conference Room (next to staff room)  

Friday 9 - 10am 

All Welcome!  

Our Friday mornings are a great way for Mums, Dads or 
Grandparents of the school community to get together to do a little 
work for the school while having a chat and a cuppa. 
 We are sorting, mending, labelling, photocopying, laminating and 
typing our way around the school and the teachers are thrilled with 
our help.  There is always a DVD and toys on offer for the little 
people in our lives. 
 If you have any queries I can be found somewhere between 
rooms 14 and 16 before or after school.  Thank you and look 
forward to seeing you Friday. Teri Crook! J 
  

On Thursday 28th May the Staff at MPW will be 

 hosting a ñBiggest Morning Teaò in the Staffroom 

at 11am. We invite MPW community members to 

come along and enjoy a “Cuppa” with the Staff. Entry 

is a gold coin donation. There will be a raffle to help 

with the fundraising effort! 

Please come along and support this morning tea as 

every cup counts in the fight against cancer. 

 
We have some helpers but not enough to hold our Fun 

Run. We cannot run this event without your assistance 
so donôt be shy! Itôs also a great way to get to know other 
parents & support the children as they run past. Please 
complete the form below if you are able to assist.  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
M.P.W.  FUN RUN   WEDNESDAY  JUNE 3rd   9.30- 10.30AM. 
I AM ABLE TO (PLEASE CIRCLE) 

ASSIST ON A CORNER/STAMP HANDS 
ASSIST AT A DRINK STOP 
CUT FRUIT 

NAME: .................................................................... 
CHILDõS NAME & RM. NO.: 
........................................................................... 
CONTACT PHONE NO.: 
................................................................................ 
 
I have a ôWorking With Children Checkõ     YES/NO 
(forms are available in the Office) 

http://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/

