
  

Newsletter No: 19 

Wednesday  24th June 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

June 24th Wed 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 24th Wed 9.00am ―FAD‖ Grade‘s 4/5/6 
June 25th Thu 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 26th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
 

June 26th Fri 1.30pm END OF TERM 2—EARLY DISMISSAL 
July 13th Mon 9.00am Term 3 Begins 
July 13th Mon 7.30pm Education Committee—Staffroom 
July 14th Tue 9.00am Excursion to the Immigration Museum Rm‘s13,14,15,16,17,18 
July 14th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
July 14th Tue 7.30pm Resources Committee– Tony‘s Office 
July 15th Wed 9.00am Athletics Running Trial @ Aberfeldie Park 
July 15th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
July 15th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
July 23rd Thu  Whole school performance ‗You can do it‘ 
July 24th Fri  State Cross Country 
July 28th Tue  Grade 2 Sleepover @ Science works 
July 29th Wed  Grade 2 Sleepover @ Science works departure 
 

Principal’s Report 

 

It was my absolute pleasure last Friday to attend both the rehearsal and the performance of our 

wonderful choir as part of the very prestigious Westside Arts Festival. 

Westside Arts is put on by Western Metropolitan Region and showcases the very best talent 

from the schools in the west. Our choir went through the rigorous auditioning program and were 

successful in being selected. 

Each week the non auditioned choir worked with Kathy Mikkelsen and the choir helpers to learn 

the master the words and actions of ―Little People” from Les Miserables. 

On Friday over sixty children from the choir waited excitedly in the ‗green room‘ in the Victo-

rian Arts Centre – Hamer Hall and then had the amazing experience of rehearsing and ultimately 

performing the same evening in front of a very appreciative packed audience. 

All children are to be congratulated on making the most of this wonderful opportunity. Their 

behaviour was exemplary and their enthusiasm contagious. For many it was their first time at 

Hammer Hall. Such an amazing opportunity for our children to perform in such an acoustically 

brilliant venue. 

The costumes were magnificent and a big thank you to the families who supported their children 

in getting them ready, arranging ‗drop offs‘ and ‗pickups‘ and also for being part of the audience 

on the night. 

I would like to extend a sincere thank you to the parent helpers who worked with the choir over 

many weeks of rehearsal and who also supervised a small group of children on the performance 

day.  Thank you to Connie Ryan, Trina Forsyth, Marie Marshall, Leyla Senna, Lista Ahmadi, 

Gwenda Makroyiannis, Marilyn Hare and Joanne Daley. I also appreciated the efforts of the staff 

who volunteered to attend both the rehearsal and performance, Jodie Coughlan, Sue Phillips, 

Sheenagh Callahan and Amy McLoughlin and of course the great office crew who supported the 

organisation. 

A special thank you to our choir leader, Kathy Mikkelsen for her energy, enthusiasm and of 

course absolute skill working with the children in our choir. 

To all families  have a wonderful holiday, stay safe and rest up for what I’m sure will be a 

wonderful term 3.  



 ‗KIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING  

Social and emotional learning – Other resources 
The following resources have been compiled for families who may be seeking further information about social and emotional learning. A 

range of resources have been included but the list is not exhaustive. Since materials have been selected to represent differing perspectives, 

inclusion of a particular item on the list should not be taken as an endorsement but rather examples of what is available. 

Jenny Crowle 

‘It’s Not OK to be Away or Late’ 

 
This is another interesting snippet taken from Tackling Student Absenteeism Research Findings and Recommenda-
tions for Schools and Local Communities Researched and Written by Glenn Bond Research & Program Development 
Consultant, July 2004. 
―The most consistent finding of this project has been the pre-eminence of condoned absenteeism as the most common and 

pressing form of absenteeism. Schools experience this in many forms, including both fractional and extended absences, and 

regularly flag this as their primary attendance concern. Fractional truancy, including late starts and early leaving are also regu-

larly cited as problems for schools. For several schools extended family holidays during school terms are an increasing phe-

nomenon, causing particular concern where students are already struggling with curriculum expectations. School Refusal and 

school phobias are less common and it appears some procedures or referral options are in place for when these conditions 

arise.‖ 

Term 2 – Week 9      June  15-19     Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  

Explained Absences –   ___days 

Unexplained Absences -   ___days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences -   ___days . 

It is great to see families supporting our efforts to have children who are well at school learning to the best of their abilities. 

General Information 
 The Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL) aims to promote co-ordinated, systematic, social and 
emotional learning in educational settings. A wide range of useful information, articles and resources is available from: www.casel.org  

The Connection Between Academic and Social-Emotional Learning. This book chapter provides useful information on why social and 
emotional learning is important in educational settings. By M. J. Elias (2006). Available from: www.casel.org/downloads/

Elias2006BookCh1.pdf  
Information for parents and carers 
Talaris Research Institute provides a useful step-by-step process that parents 
and carers can use to help children deal with emotions. Available from: 
www.talaris.org/spotlight_emocoaching_steps.htm  

  Books for parents and carers 

Mind your mind: How to master your thoughts and feelings. This book provides clear information for parents, carers and children on the link 
between thoughts, feelings and behaviour. By J. Johnsen, & L. Hay (1996). Oakleigh, VIC: The Australian Scholarship Group. Hay (1996). 
Oakleigh, VIC: The Australian Scholarship Group.  

The optimistic child. This book provides exercises and strategies that can be used to teach children optimistic thinking patterns. By M. E. Selig-
man (1995). New York: HarperCollins.  

Your child’s emotional needs. This book discusses the emotional needs of children at 
various developmental stages from birth to age 12. By V. Flory (2005). Sydney, NSW: 
Finch Publishing.  

A parent’s treasure chest: Exploring the path to resilience. This user-friendly book 
provides information on emotional intelligence, problem solving and optimism for 
parents and carers. By C. Jenkin, & A. McGenniss (2000). Canberra, ACT: Common-
wealth Department of Health and Aged Care.  

Arthur is a PBS kid’s series that has a large range of activities that  
parents, carers and teachers can use with children to help them  
develop important skills. Games, activities and suggestions for teaching children social and emotional skills are available from: 
pbskids.org/arthur/parentsteachers/activities/development.html? 
cat=development  
The socially speaking game. This game is ideal for children aged  
7+ and covers topics such as greeting, taking turns, eye contact and  
listening. By A. Schroeder (2003). Grand Rapids, MI: School Specialty Publishing.  

Resources for use with children 



 

Education weekly  
 

 

 

 

Education Weekly is the place to read about the exciting things that are happening in teaching and learning. This regular 

page will have lots of great ideas about how to encourage your child to enjoy their learning and strive to reach their po-

tential. There will also be the regular news articles including the much loved sports reports. 

Homework Policy 

As I said last week it has been great to hear lots of positive discussion about the Moonee Ponds West Homework policy. Build-

ing on the definition of homework in last week‘s newsletter here are the sections from the draft policy on the school‘s beliefs 

and guidelines for action regarding homework. 

Beliefs 

These key beliefs underpin homework for students at Moonee Ponds West Primary School- 

2.1 Homework needs to complement and reinforce classroom activities and topics.  

2.2 It provides opportunities for children to delve deeper and to research areas of interest. 

2.3 When children initiate homework there are high levels of engagement and it is more likely to be a positive experience. 

2.4 Homework is more effective if children can see their parents genuinely engaged in the same or similar activity thus provid-

ing a model of appropriate attitudes to learning 

2.5 Homework is more effective if adults provide positive feedback to children of their work. This not only encourages further 

learning but also reinforces success for the child. 

2.6 Homework helps children learn self-organisation skills and responsibility. 

2.7 Children need time for play, rest and socialisation. 

2.8 It is important for children in primary school to be involved in "family living" - talking, listening, playing and sharing inter-

ests with siblings and parents. These things promote learning about life and enhance the values of the child.  Continued……... 

Newsletter  - June 24th  

  

SPORTS NEWS 

 
Interschool Sport(Winter)  
Results from last week:  
Blue  Võ Ascot Vale West  
Netball A lost 20 goals to 4  
Netball B  lost 9 goals to 1  
Bat Tennis  won 49 games to 18  
Football lost 11 -6-72 to 4 -2-26 
 

Gold Vs   North Melbourne A  
Netball A lost 15 goals to11  
Netball B  lost 9 goals to 1  
Bat Tennis  won 36 games to 10  
Football won  12 -6-78 to 1 -1-7  
This week Gold have a bye (some children may walk to Maribyrnong Park) & 
Blue Võs North Melbourne B  at home (football at Maribyrnong Park). Good 
luck to Blue. Hopefully we will be able to play Blue Võs Gold either this term 
or early next term.  

Athletics  
Next term athletics is our focus in interschool sport culminating in our Dis-
trict Athletics Sports.  
On Wednesday July 15 th children who would like to try out for 100m (& relay) 
& 200m will walk to Aberfeldie Athletics track for trials. We will leave at 
8.45am & return to school around 11.15am.  
Then each Friday all Gr 4/5/6 children will try out for hurdles, 800m, discus, 
shot put,  high, long & triple jump.  
 

Fun Run  
Congratulations to everyone who contributed to our fantastic total of  
$4818. I believe that this is a record for a Fun Run or Jump Rope.  
From this $1606 (+$300 from an extra donation) will be donated to Flower-
dale P.S. & kindergarten (we will buy them a parachute & other fun sports 
equipment) & each classroom will have $110 ($220 for double rooms) to 
spend on classroom sports equipment. Each class has a price list & cata-
logue as this is a great maths activity. Watch out on yard duty next term with 
all of those new balls flying around!  
 

Tommy  
Thanks to the parents & children who have offered to feed Tommy over the 

holidays. If anyone else is going past donõt forget to stop & give him a pat 

because he will probably be a bit lonely!  

 

24th June 

 

All children (3 years to Grade 6) are welcome to 

come to a Holiday Club next week  

(June 29—July 3), 10am—12 noon at  

Moonee Ponds Baptist Church in Eglinton St. 

Come and enjoy games, songs, Bible stories,  

puppets, plays, morning tea, science experiments and  

‗The Nutty Professor‘! No cost. 

 

Questions?  

Heather 9370 7512 

 

Sound House 

 

New enrolment for sound house Term 3 including 

Preps close Friday 26th June. 

 

Lost property 

 

There is ―heaps‖ of lost property waiting to be re-

claimed 



  

 
 

3. Guidelines for Action 

3.1 At Moonee Ponds West Primary School homework time will vary in duration and frequency according 

to the age, interests and physical condition of the individual child. Homework that provides children with 

choices increases the likelihood of engagement and ownership. The following guidelines are based on the 

DEECD homework guidelines taken from the Victorian Schools Reference Guide: 

Year Level Guidelines 

Prep to year 3 

Homework in the early years of schooling will have an emphasis on daily reading Homework Policy 

As I said last week it has been great to hear lots of positive discussion about the Moonee Ponds West 

Homework policy. Building on the definition of homework in last week‘s newsletter here are the sections 

from the draft policy on the school‘s beliefs and guidelines for action regarding homework. 

Beliefs 

These key beliefs underpin homework for students at Moonee Ponds West Primary School- 

2.1 Homework needs to complement and reinforce classroom activities and topics.  

2.2 It provides opportunities for children to delve deeper and to research areas of interest. 

2.3 When children initiate homework there are high levels of engagement and it is more likely to be a posi-

tive experience. 

2.4 Homework is more effective if children can see their parents genuinely engaged in the same or similar 

activity thus providing a model of appropriate attitudes to learning 

2.5 Homework is more effective if adults provide positive feedback to children of their work. This not only 

encourages further learning but also reinforces success for the child. 

2.6 Homework helps children learn self-organisation skills and responsibility. 

2.7 Children need time for play, rest and socialisation. 

2.8 It is important for children in primary school to be involved in "family living" - talking, listening, play-

ing and sharing interests with siblings and parents. These things promote learning about life and enhance 

the values of the child.  

¶ to, with and by parents/caregivers or older siblings. 

¶ Homework will generally be up to 30 minutes a day. 

Other homework will enable the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering extra information 

or materials. There are many play or home activities that can help children in this age group to develop 

literacy, numeracy and problem solving skills eg. Scrabble and shopping. 

Year 4 to 6 

¶ Homework should include daily independent reading 

¶ Homework will include extension of class work, projects, completion of tasks and preparation for class 

activities (Refer Attachment 1). 

Homework will generally range from 30-45 minutes each day. 

 

3.2 Children are encouraged to take a book home to read with an adult; to read alone or to have an adult 

read to a child. The adult should take the opportunity to read/discuss the book with the child and promote 

the enjoyment of reading.  

3.3 Homework other than reading will also be familiar to the child and will be of a follow up, completion, 

preparation or extension type (See Attachment 1). This may include, Year Book, maths projects, integrated 

unit inquiry, literature responses or art/craft based activities. In Year 4-6 the use of a student diary will be 

encouraged to further develop organisational skills. 

If you would like to find out more, have your views considered  or have a look at the complete draft 

policy please contact one of the working party members: Jenny Crowle, Aggie Burgess, Helen 

Lockart, Adele Perrottet, Carolyn Mghendi, Christine Fitzgerald and Teri Crook. It is planned that 

the policy will go to next month’s School Council meeting for endorsement. 

Education weekly continued  



 

This Term we have been learning about 

Mini-Beasts in Room 3.  

Today we made dioramas that have a per-

fect habitat for mini-beasts to live in. We 

had lots of fun creating our  

dioramas and have learnt so much about 

mini-beasts, 

Thank you to the parents who came 

and helped us! 

 

NEXT TERM:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM OTHER ROOMS 

MINIMISING THE MORNING MADNESS 

School mornings can be madness with last minute signatures, packing lunches and finding missing pieces of school uni-
forms. Every parent with a school aged child knows the drill. Yet, a little organisation and planning ahead can make all the 
difference. 

For starters, minimise distractions that chew time. Make playing with toys or watching television a reward for children 
only if they are ready early. 
Prepare whatever you can the night before. Bathing, filling water bottles and pre-cutting lunchbox contents like sand-
wiches and vegies can save you time. Homework and consent forms can also be completed and placed in schoolbags the 
previous evening. 
Avoid the panic associated with still-wet uniforms. Ensure everything is washed, dry and ready to wear, so there is no 
need to pop things into the dryer at breakfast time. 
Speed up the dressing process. Encourage younger children to dress themselves by placing uniforms on the floor to 
resemble a person; working down from the head to the feet. Place an enlarged photo or drawing of the child’s face in be-
tween the hat and the shirt. 
Simplify breakfast.  Have bowls, spoons, cereal boxes and other breakfast supplies on the table the night before. Fill the 
cereal bowls of younger children and cover them with a plate to keep the ants at bay. 
Race against a clock that is 10 minutes fast. The first one dressed, fed and ready to go wins a reward such as having 
one less chore to do later in the day. Or, if everyone is ready on time, the family can be rewarded with a favourite healthy 
dessert after dinner or an enjoyable activity such as a visit to the local playground after school. 
Have a checklist by the door. Include hats, school bags, library books, special school projects, jackets, umbrellas and 
sports bags. Make each child responsible for their own things. If young children are not yet reading, use drawings to depict 
tasks for them. 
If you feel rushed, so will your children. Do whatever it takes to stress less and the morning will be much more pleasant for 
everyone. 
(Taken from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development’s Website – parent area http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/default.htm ) 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/default.htm


 

 

 Friday 3th Monday 29nd Thursday 2th Wednesday 1th Tuesday 30rd 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

School 
Holiday 

School Holiday School Holiday School Holiday School Holiday 

Hello everyone 
Just a note to say that the Winter Holiday Program will not be run-
ning at Moonee Ponds West Primary School due to insufficient 
bookings. 
Apologies to anyone inconvenience this may cause. 
 
Have a happy holiday, see you next term!! 
OSHC team. 

A big thank 
you to Jacque-
line and Rebecca for 
sharing their experience 
of working in School in 
Kenya on Monday 
27/6/09 We wish good 
luck for their future 
endevours. 
 
Thanks OSHC team. 

News from Creative Arts. 
 
Next term Creative Arts and PE are working together on a circus unit - ―You can do it‖ with several circus artists visiting MPW to perform and 
pass on their skills. The unit will culminate in a school performance in term 4. 
 
If you are keen to develop your creative skills over the holidays her are some suggestions of things to do through the holidays: 
 

¶ Art Play 
 
Description 
Circus Oz is returning this Winter school holidays to Birrarung Marr and at the same time doing some awesome workshops at ArtPlay. Come 
and do a taster or learn some neat tricks! ArtPlay has over two weeks of circus workshops available for children aged 3 and above and their 
parents. Bring the whole family down to work as a team to learn some cool balances and twirl a hoop, or children can book into a specific 
skills workshop. Learn how to spin a diablo, balance on a rolla bolla, build a human pyramid or show off to your friends your juggling exper-
tise! These workshops are suitable to a wide range of skills, from little to a lot. The Circus Oz trainers will cater to your needs.  
 
Location 

ArtPlay 
Artplay, Birrarung Marr Batman Avenue Melbourne VIC 3000 
Behind Federation Square, next to the Yarra. 
 
Contact details 
Tel.:9664 7904 

artplay@melbourne.vic.gov.au 

www.artplay.com.au 
 

¶ Salvador Dalí: Liquid Desire  
 
National Gallery of Victoria, St Kilda Rd:  
13 June – 4 October 
 
The exhibition brings together more than 200 stunning works by Salvador Dalí in all media including painting, drawing, watercolour, etchings, 
sculpture, fashion, jewellery, cinema and photography 
 
The first comprehensive retrospective of the work of Salvador Dalí ever to be staged in Australia exclusive to the National Gallery of Victoria 
(NGV) as the sixth exhibition in the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series.  
  
Check out their website at to view many of the works and provide information about the exhibition, entrance fees etc 
. 
www.ngv.vic.gov.au 
 
This term in Creative Arts we have been looking at some selected works of Dali. The exhibition is showing some of Dali‘s surrealist  films, 
someI believe probably not suitable for children because of the level of violence. Please be warned. Several families at MPW have already 
attended the exhibition. The children found his many and varied artworks fascinating and recommend families attend this special opportunity. .   
 

¶ John Brack Exhibition 
 
Ian Potter gallery Federation Square 
24 April – 9 August 
 
The first John Brack retrospective to be held in more than twenty years, this exhibition will survey the artist‘s complete oeuvre, incorporating 
paintings and works on paper from all of his major series and including pictures such as The bar 1954 and Collins St., 5 p.m. 1955, now re-
garded as some of the most iconic images of 20th century Australian art. The NGV website above will provide further details. 

http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Placestogo/Attractions/FamilyFun/Pages/4451.aspx
mailto:artplay@melbourne.vic.gov.au
http://www.artplay.com.au
http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/

