
  

Newsletter No: 18 

Wednesday  17th June 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

June 19th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
June 19th Fri 9.00am ―Friday Morning Parent Helpers‖—Conference Room 
June 19th Fri 1.00pm to 4.45pm ―Westside Arts Festival‖ Rehearsal 
June 22nd Mon 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 23rd Tue 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 23rd Tue 9.00am ―JSC Pyjama Day‖ 
June 23rd Tue 1.30pm ―MPW‖ Pie Day  
June 23rd Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 24th Wed 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 24th Wed 9.00am ―FAD‖ Grade’s 4/5/6 
June 25th Thu 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 26th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
 

June 26th Fri 1.30pm END OF TERM 2—EARLY DISMISSAL 
July 13th Mon 9.00am Term 3 Begins 
July 13th Mon 7.30pm Education Committee—Staffroom 
July 14th Tue 9.00am Excursion to the Immigration Museum Rm’s13,14,15,16,17,18 
July 14th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
July 14th Tue 7.30pm Resources Committee– Tony’s Office 

Principals Report 

ALERT - Camp Australia Holiday Program 

The OSHC program for the June vacation will possibly not be running this year.  As of 

yesterday, Camp Australia informed me they had only an average of 4 students attending on 

each of the 10 days.  I have asked them to wait till 9.00am Friday 19th June to make a final 

cancellation decision.  We need at least an average of 15 students to make this program viable. 

This extra time will give those families at MPWPS who have not yet booked the program the 

opportunity to do so. 

If the program is cancelled at MPWPS, Camp Australia will offer places at their nearest alternate 

venue. All families will be contacted by Camp Australia if this cancellation decision is made. 

School Council Report 

Another extremely productive School Council meeting was held on Monday evening.  It was 

great to see all members of the group actively contributing to the discussion and important deci-

sions that are made through School Council. 

Some of the interesting information included: 

 We continue to be extremely popular as a school of choice with many 2010 prep 

tours for next year taking place. Enrolments close on 21st August 2009. 

 Our new exciting website can be found at: www.mooneepondswestps.vic.edu.au 

 Endorsement of the plan to use the much appreciated building funds donated by 

families to complete the works to Jack‟s Paddock, Centenary Garden and the Big 

Adventure. 

 An update on the completion of work around the Eglinton building, including con-

creting and the installation of tables and seating for the children. 

 Approval for a fundraising chocolate drive in Term 3 

 An update on the Primary Schools for the 21st Century. We will put an application in 

for round 3 which closes on July 21st. Further discussions will be held with the archi-

tects to fine tune the building design. 

 Updates on the policy development in the areas of student wellbeing and homework. 

 Discussion of the new Guidelines released by the Department of Education and Early 

Childhood Development -Effective Schools are Engaging Schools.  This document 

replaces the Student Attendance Guidelines (1997) and the Guidelines for Student 

Code of Conduct (1994). 

 A brief overview of the Student Mapping Tool as a useful tool to keep track of the 

individual learning and wellbeing of each child in the school. 

 An update on our strategies to reduce absences. 

 Environment group are meeting this week. 

 An update on the Parent Group.  A short survey will be coming home this week to 

collect your thoughts on the best way to organise our parent group. It would be great 

if you could fill in the survey so the next step we make with the parent group is suc-

cessful. 
 

If you would like any more information on School Council please contact one of the 

family or staff representatives. They are all listed on the new website. 

 

http://www.mooneepondswestps.vic.edu.au


 „KIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING  

Keys to supporting Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) skills development 

It‟s important to recognise that social and emotional skills develop over time, and that they may develop 

differently for different children. Parents and carers and schools working together to help children  

develop social and emotional skills can really make a positive difference for children‟s mental health.  

General principles  

• Get involved – find out about the SEL program your school is 

using. Learn the language and basics and look for opportuni-

ties to apply them at home. 

• Talk about feelings – help kids explore theirs. 

• Be a model – use the skills yourself and show kids how they 

work. Parents and carers don‟t have to be perfect: showing 

them you can make a mistake and learn from it can be really 

helpful too. 

• Be a guide – turn difficulties into learning opportunities.  

• Acknowledge and appreciate – provide explicit feedback and 

praise.  

Example Two 

Here is another example of how an everyday 

situation can support social and emotional  

learning. This example covers five of the core 

competencies for good mental health as  

Wendy, who is 10 years old, is angry because her young pre-

schooler sister, Meg, has scribbled all over the homework she 

had left on the kitchen table. Wendy is angry with Meg and an-

gry with her mother for allowing this to happen.  

By looking at the ways that Wendy could use SEL skills we can 

see how she could be supported to solve this problem and fur-

ther her skills for effectively managing other similar problems in 

the future. 

Jenny Crowle 

It’s Not OK to be away or Late 

Term 2 – Week 8      June  9-12     Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  

Explained Absences –   94 days 

Unexplained Absences - 31days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences -   125 days . 

When you attend parent teacher meetings next week please update the teacher on any absences.  

This is another interesting snippet taken from Tackling Student Absenteeism Research Findings and Recommenda-

tions for Schools and Local Communities Researched and Written by Glenn Bond Research & Program Development 

Consultant, July 2004. 

“It is not adequate, however, for schools and school networks to exclusively concentrate of measures preventing absenteeism 

without also redressing current attendance problems and identifying the individuals and/or groups involved. The literature also 

provides some specific advice regarding responses to nominated forms of absenteeism that may form part of broader interven-

tions and frameworks for addressing attachment. By way of example, much has been written regarding the need for accuracy, 

consistency and ongoing review of mechanisms for measuring absences.  

"It is important that any attendance statistics take into account lateness, early leaving, skipped lessons as 

well as absence for the durations of the school day. The statistics should differentiate between authorised 

and unauthorised absence, and any unauthorised absence should be immediately followed up with par-

ents." 

It becomes clear when analysing opinion on issues of attendance that a balance must be struck between individual circum-

stances, families, school culture and structure, government and institutional linkages and systematic factors affecting school 

attachment. 

Wheatley, S. & Spillane G. (2001) Home and Away: A Literature Review of School Absenteeism and Non-Engagement Issues, Victorian  



 

Education weekly 
 

 

 

 

Education Weekly is the place to read about the exciting things that are happening in teaching and learning. This regular 

page will have lots of great ideas about how to encourage your child to enjoy their learning and strive to reach their po-

tential. There will also be the regular news articles including the much loved sports reports. 

Homework Policy 

It has been great to hear lots of positive discussion about the Moonee Ponds West Homework policy. If you would like to find 

out more or have a look at the policy please contact one of the working party members: Jenny Crowle, Aggie Burgess, Helen 

Lockart, Adele Perrottet, Carolyn Mghendi, Christine Fitzgerald and Teri Crook. As part of the process of consultation the draft 

policy is currently being discussed in the grades with the children through the Junior School Council representatives. It will be 

great to hear what the children think. 

There has been an enormous amount of research done on the area of homework. The draft policy is in line with the Department 

of Education and Early Childhood Development guidelines. 

The policy has a working definition of what homework is- 

 

―Definition 

 Homework is work that is done at home to reinforce and complement what students learn at school. 

 Homework is an important partnership between school and home giving children time to explore and extend upon their 

classroom activities and topics in a self managed environment, appropriately based on their own developmental needs. 

 Homework is any activity done away from school that supports any area of the school curriculum. 

Activities children experience at home that complement school learning “ 

SPORTS NEWS 
 
Interschool Sport 
 
 

This week it’s Blue V’s Ascot Vale West away (football at Fairbairn 
Park) & Gold  V’s North Melbourne A  at home (football at 
Maribyrnong Park). Good luck to  
everyone. 
. 
Zone/Regional Cross Country 
On a cold, miserable, shocking day 8 of our children ran 2 or 
3kms at Brimbank Park. The results were outstanding & all 8 chil-
dren should be very proud of themselves. The first 4 in each race 
go on to compete at the State Championships on July 24th .These 
are the results: Jesse Hotchkin 2nd , Lily Wardley 4th , Ben Moss & 
Madison Crook 5th , Jamie Gazelle 12th , Katie Earnshaw 13th , 
Georgia Cutrale 16th & Emily Clayton 18th . All results are fantastic 
in a field of 40-45 children. 
Good luck to Jesse & Lily in the State Championships on Friday 
July 24th at Bundoora Park.  
A huge thank you to the parents of all 8 children who took them 
on the day & provided lots of morale support. 
 

 FUN RUN 
It was good to see a lot of children use their pool pass to the As-
cot Vale Leisure Centre on Report Writing Day, apparently it had a 
real Moonee West feel to it!  
We need to return the sponsorship money as quickly as possible 
(final date is June 19th ). Remember we are raising money for 
Flowerdale P.S. & kindergarten as well as classroom sports 
equipment. 
Next week each grade will receive a sports buying list to select 
their classroom sports equipment. 
Thanks to everyone that has helped. 

 

Fun Football Schools Holiday Program 
For girls & boys aged 5-12 years. Ring 9330 2009 or go to 
www.funsportsgroup.com.au 

You can also see Jan H for more details. 

 

 

 

5.  Play-dough Parties  Playing with play dough is great for chil-

dren‟s development.  Your child may like to make a birthday party 

for their teddy bear play dough props.  Have your child work out 

how many toys to invite, how many candles to put on the cake, 

how many cakes and little sausages to make, etc.  Play dough par-

ties are fun too!  Investigate how your child will cut the pizza 

when sharing it equally with you, or how they will cut the pizza if 

there are four people (quarters). 

Maths Home Tasks– Lower Primary 

Soon we will be planning our Free Activity Day (F.A.D.) for 
the year. This is one of our favourite days of the year! The 
activities offered by parents, grandparents, other family 
members and friends are crucial to the success of a F.A.D. 
Once again we are asking for your help.  
If you can offer an activity, we’d love to hear from you!!!  
Examples of activities offered in the past are: art and craft, 
woodwork, cooking, scrapbooking, sewing, making slime, tin 
work, yoga, organ dissection, drama, jewellery making, card 
making, sporting skill clinics, teaching a card game, science 
experiments, internet groups, technology clinics, singing, 
billycart building, dancing and lots of different ‘off the wall” 
activities!!!!!!! (pretty much anything fun, really!!!)  
 

Please look out for the note in your child’s bag and see if 
you can offer something fun – it can be just for an hour or 
half an hour, or repeat throughout the day!!! You will need a 
current Working with Children check – see our  
general office about this if you haven’t got one yet. 
 

We need to receive all offers of activities by Wednesday 
17

th
 June 2009, as the children plan their timetable soon 

after. Please come and see Robyn in room 7 if you have 
any questions! 
 

Senior Team teachers 

Rooms 7, 8, 9/10, 14, 19 & 20 are holding a 

 Free Activity Day  

http://www.funsportsgroup.com.au


  

 

HOW CAN I GIVE MY CHILD EVERY CHANCE TO SUCCEED? 

By promoting a powerful literacy environment at home. 
Research shows that children who read independently at school and at home do better at school.   

Like it or not, much of our education system is based on evaluating children through written tests 

and work assignments.  Results then lead to the allocation of places for further education and then 

work  

opportunities.   Reading competence is by far the most important single factor for success in tests.   

It accounts for 40% of the difference between students. 
 

Some Important Generalisations. 
The greater the volume of reading done by students, the higher their reading proficiency and the 

more inclined they will be to read throughout their lives.   

Students who read widely and frequently are high achievers.  Children who read rarely and  

narrowly are low achievers.  The top 10% of children who do well in test scores read for at least 60 

minutes each day. 
 

What you can do 

1. Listen to your child read.  Ask them what they visualise (see in their mind as they read).   

Help them to make inferences and make predictions.  Why did this happen? How did they 

feel?  What do you think will happen next?  What did you enjoy about the story/book?  

Yes you may have to read the book as well. 

The conversation is as important as the reading. 
 

2. Does your child have a bedroom library?  At the least every home should have a library.   

Go shopping, (Opp. shops are great for inexpensive pre-loved books).  Every bedroom 

should have a personal library.  There is nothing better than having your „own books‟.   

Always add to it.  

Have a balance of fiction and non-fiction material.  There should be novels by good  

writers, interest magazines, comics, reference books, non-fiction (i.e. National Geographic),  

historical fiction books and the child‟s own stories.  World knowledge is essential for doing 

well at school. 

A book library is far more valuable in promoting reading than digital media. 
 

3. Read to your young children, for ever longer periods – we need to build reading stamina.   

 Children love re-reading favourites.  Question and discuss. 
 

Don‟t underestimate what children can do and understand.  Too often we base our expectation on 

what we see children do rather than what they can learn to do.  Have high expectations.  Don‟t talk 

in known „children‟s talk‟.  Use strong and a variety of vocabulary.  Use complex words and they 

will learn them. Having too low expectation is one of our biggest mistakes – they will learn what 

we share.  Yes you can say to a 6 year old, “That was good, you just made an inference”. 
 

Take your child to a library and join them up.  The library staff will help choose appropriate books  

if needed.  You can start your „temporary‟ library. 
 

Don‟t throw out books no longer needed, donate them to your child‟s classroom. 

Invest your time.  President Obama read to his children every night while on the campaign trail.   

He knew how important it is.  If he can find the time, we can. 

Education weekly continued 



 MPW LiBrARy PrEseNtsé. 

 

       AuThOr LoRraInE WilsoN!  

         

Lorraine Wilson visited the P/1/2ôs on Tuesday 9th of June. 

            

              We learnté 

 

 She was born in Echuca. (Reubin-Rm.1/2) 

 

 She loves writing and reading. (Lily-Rm.3) 

 

 She was a teacher before she became an author. (Rupert-Rm.3) 

 

 Her favourite book is The Sick Chook. (Ageha-Rm.5) 

 

 She talks to children to get her ideas for writing books. (Harry-Rm.3) 

 

 She does 5 to 6 drafts before her books are published. (Lolaï Rm.3) 

 

 

 Makes dummy books before she publishes her books. (Evandar-Rm.5) 

 

 Her favourite colour is yellow. (Kate-Rm.6) 

 

 Lorraine Wilson has nearly made 300 books. (JakeïRm6) 

 

 Writes books that are sad and funny. (Kayla-Rm.1/2) 

 

 Taught at a school and the books there were boring so she made her own books. (Lucy.M.-Rm.3) 

 

 She writes. She is not an illustrator. (Charlotte-Rm.6) 

 

 She wrote stories from when she was a little girl. Eg: The Outside Toilet.(Leyla-Rm.1/2) 

 

 Lorraine likes to use the title in the end of the book. (Benjamin-Rm.1/2) 

       (Likes to use the title it her last sentence to emphasize and express her feelings.) 

 

 Children read some of her drafts before her stories are published.  

 How to get good ideas. (Matthew ïRm6) 

 

 Her books are based on real stories. (Daine-Rm.3) 

 

 

   Thoughts of the day by room 4… 

 

        *  It was fun! We got to make a play. (Ollie) 

        

  *  I loved Lorraine visiting us in the library. She is very     

   nice. Lorraine read us lots of books.  We listened! (Tara) 

 

     * I like Lorraine Wilsonôs books. Theyôre got good   

       pictures. Her books end with happy endings. It was   

       a nice happy day today! (Molly) 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM 3ó 

 

Lara and Arabella doing a 

conversational role playing 

act. 

  

Felix sharing a personal experience with the 

group. Lorraine encouraging him to write it into 

a story. 



 

 

 Friday 26th Monday 22nd Thursday 25th Wednesday 24th Tuesday 23rd 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Soccer &  
Watching  
a Movie 

Presentation  
by Rebecca  
& Jacqueline 

Woolley Pom 
Poms 

Dancing & 
Gymnastics 

Construction 

Dear Parents 
The deadline for bookings for the Camp Australia Moonee Ponds 
West Holiday Program is no later than Friday 19th June (9.00am).  
We need ten more bookings to operate the Holiday Program.  If we 
donôt get enough bookings, the program will not run and parents 
will be informed. For any queries regarding bookings, please  
contact Nidhi on 93757906 

 
Donõt forget the special 
presentation by  
Rebecca & Jacqueline 
on Monday 22nd of June 
between 4pm to 5pm . 
Have fun!! 
Thanks 

ñThe Moonee Valley YMCA well be running its Winter 
Holiday Program over the term two holidays. No need 
to stay home, with plenty of activities and interesting ex-
cursions happening all the time. Run on Monday to Friday 
both weeks of the holidays by friendly and experienced 
staff, itôs sure to be great fun. For more information or to 
book your child in please contact the customer service 
desk at the Moonee Valley YMCA on 9337 4488 or visit 
www.mooneevalley.com.auò 

RIVERSIDE HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

Monday June 29th—Friday 10th July. 

Qualified sports coaching clinics. 9am –12pm Daily. 

Tennis, Golf, Soccer, AFL, Breakdance-dance/Hip Hop. 

Every family is eligible for 50% CCB Rebate. 

For more information please contact Vivien on 0405 323 357 

Riverside Golf and Tennis Centre 

75 Newsom Street Ascot Vale 

Flyers are available from the Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Footballers and Parents: Vic Footy  ñboots offò 

again on Saturday 25 th  July ó09 in Strath-
more!! We offer 2 timeslots ï 8.30am & 

9.30am.  So if your young footballer(s) ï aged 

5 ï 12,  desires to ñTake a screamerò, or ñKick 
a sausageò, enroll quickly to ensure your 

spot!!  
UNLIKE BETTER KNOWN CLINICS ALL PLAY-

ERS ARE ACTIVE 100% OF THE TIME!!!  
LOCATION:  STRATHMORE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

(MELWAY  16 G10 )  

Enquiries:  Mike Bishop : 0418 303432   
 VIC CRIC:   P.O. BOX  133   ESSENDON 

NORTH 3041 
 

For more information contact the Office. 

Moonee Ponds Mumõs Netball Team make the 
finals!!!  

Much to our astonishment the Moonee Ponds 
West Mum's netball team has made the  
semi -finals this Thursday at Tullamarine Action 
Indoor  Sports - how exciting!!  
The girls who play are Sherie, Helen, Rachel, Julie, 
Natalie, Nichole and Giovanna (who is a ring -in).  
Jackie has also played this season but is out due 
to injury. Come along and support the MPW  
 Netball Mumõs. 
We are looking for a new player to fill a  
maternity leave spot for the next few terms and 
I can be contacted on 0439737 033 if anyone is 
interested. Nichole  

HAVE YOU LOST PROPERTY ON THE TRAIN OR AT 

THE MOORABBIN RAILWAY STATION RECENTLY??? 

Lost property belonging to A MPW student has been found! They 

have found a Large 2 tone Pink Bag with a Pink/Black lunch bag, 

two  library books and one purple folder with the initials of JC on 

it. 

If this is your property can you  please contact the 

Office as soon as possible. 

VICTORIAN YOUTH THEATRE  
 

For 25 years the Victorian Youth Theatre has been offering 
quality drama classes around Melbourne. Drama is a great 

hobby and a wonderful way to meet friends. Or it may lead to 
something further ï out students have been in As The Bell 

Rings, Elephant Princess, Neighbours, Summer Heights High, 
and fils Charlotte's Web, Hating Alison Ashley and Knowing; to 

name a few. In June and July you can join the Victorian Youth 

Theatre by attending one of our free audition sessions. You 
don't need any experience ï just come and join in. Or you may 

like to try out for one of our advanced groups.  Contact 
93841644 or visit www.cpca.com.au/victorian -youth - theatre 

for further information. Flyers are available from the Office  

http://www.mooneevalley.com.au/

