
  

Newsletter No: 17 

Wednesday  10th June 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

June 12th Fri PUPIL FREE DAY—NO SCHOOL 
June 15th Mon 9.00am Assembly—Choir performance for Westside Arts 
June 16th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 17th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
June 17th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
June 17th Wed 2.30pm  Information Session—Assessment  & Reporting at MPW in the 
  Conference Room 
June 19th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
June 19th Fri 9.00am ―Friday Morning Parent Helpers‖—Conference Room 
June 19th Fri 1.00pm to 4.45pm ―Westside Arts Festival‖ Rehearsal 
June 22nd Mon 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 23rd Tue 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 23rd Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 24th Wed 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 24th Wed 9.00am ―FAD‖ Grade’s 4/5/6 
June 24th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
June 24th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
June 25th Thu 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 26th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
 

June 26th Fri 1.30pm END OF TERM 2—EARLY DISMISSAL 
July 13th Mon 9.00am Term 3 Begins 
July 13th Mon 7.30pm Education Committee—Staffroom 
July 14th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
July 14th Tue 7.30pm Resources Committee– Tony’s Office 
July15th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
July 15th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 

Principals Report 
 

$200,000 National Pride Funding 
We have now completed the works associated with the Tiger Turf contract.  What a difference it 

has made to our students play space!   As a student told me on yard duty on Tuesday, “This is 

now the best playground in Australia!” We all agree! 

The final area to be completed under this project is the seating and associated planting to the 

4/5/6 Outdoor Learning Area.  The outdoor furniture has been ordered and will be installed be-

fore the end of Term.  The pebble concrete surface will also be completed very soon. 

The next step in our Outdoor Master Plan is to complete the redevelopment of Jack‘s Paddock, 

Centenary Garden and the Big Adventure.  We plan to complete the following by the end of the 

June vacation: 

Jacks Paddock Re surface over 200m2 of Jack‘s Paddock with Buffalo grass turf along with 

the reshaping of the area behind the footy goals to make it an active play space.  

This area will also be planted with a variety of native trees and covered with 

softfall mulch.. 

Centenary Garden Regenerate of this area, including updating the students ‗Digging Patch‘ to 

make it a more suitable passive play space.  Continue native planting to  

 beautify the area. 

Big Adventure Completely resurface the softfall and extend the play area to the oval timber 

bench.  Re install the extra Monkey Bar and investigate what other play  

 equipment that could be installed. (A 2009 JSC Project) 

This project is only possible because of the generous funds donated by families in 2009. We 

requested this donation as part of our annual Voluntary Contributions program.  We have  

currently over $13000 donated to complete these works.  School Council will find the additional 

funds if required to ensure the oval area is completely finished by the beginning of Term 3.   

Parents thank you for your support! 

 

Parent Teacher Child Interviews 
Just a reminder that we will be holding our June interviews starting on Monday 22nd June.  Late 

in the week before you will receive your child‘s Learning Portfolio and June School Report.  

Please take time to share both of these important documents with your child prior to the 

 interview. The final part of this jigsaw is the interview, please make time to come and celebrate 

your child‘s achievements over Semester 1 2009. 

 

Pupil Free Day 
Our only Pupil Free Day for 2009 will be held this coming Friday 12th June.  The OSHCP  

Program will not be operating as not enough bookings were confirmed by the closing date. 



 ‗KIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING  

It’s Not OK to be away or Late 

 

This is an interesting snippet taken from Tackling Student Absenteeism Research Findings and Recommendations for Schools and Local 
Communities Researched and Written by Glenn Bond Research & Program Development Consultant, July 2004. 
It was suggested that issues of attendance may be readdressed by a focus on engagement and attachment. “Dwyer (1996) points to various 
methods that may be employed by school communities to attach and connect to students, by building an environment that has some or all of 
the following features: 
a supportive school culture,friendly and mutually respectful teacher/student relationships, opportunities for co-operative 
 Learning, catering for diversity, options for practical and applied knowledge, smaller scale school structures, avenues for  
student participation, collaborative work by teachers in curriculum planning and practice, flexibility in timetabling, subject choice and work 
organisation,…an articulated curriculum linking co-operative learning practices to more individualised and independent modes of study. 

The literature of intervention frameworks further suggests schools have a role to play from start to finish on the continuum of prevention to 

postvention. In particular, it is commonly held that primary prevention (promoting wellbeing and building belonging across the whole school 

population) and early intervention (identifying and responding to students deemed at risk of disengagement) are the keys to tackling attach-

ment and engagement challenges. Other advice from the literature points to necessary partnerships and links outside of the school setting 

with families and community services, forming part of a 'whole-school' framework and strategy. “ 

Dwyer, P. (1996) cited in Bucci, A. M. (2002) School Attendance And Attachment, Whitehorse School Focused Youth Service, Box Hill, p14. 

Term 2 – Week 7      June 1-5        Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  

Explained Absences –78days 

Unexplained Absences—45 days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences -  123days . 

Core  

Competency 

The problem Needs to learn How to support 

Self awareness Doesn‘t recognise 

she is wound up. 
To recognise she 

is feeling excited 

and how it affects 

her. 

Name it: ―You 

seem pretty ex-

cited. You might 

tire yourself out 

using up all that 

energy before we 

even get there!‖ 

Social  

awareness 

Doesn‘t take ac-

count of others‘ 

needs. 

To understand 

how others have 

different feelings 

and needs from 

hers. 

Ask/explain: ―See 

how the baby is 

getting upset? He 

wants you to stop 

poking him.‖ 

Self  

management 

Doesn‘t know how 

to contain her ex-

citement. 

To be able to be 

excited without 

annoying others. 

Redirect: ―Let‘s 

see if you can use 

that energy to help 

us get ready.‖ 

Next Week 

* An example of an everyday situa-

tion that can support social and 

emotional learning.  

 A summary of the key 

  principles to helping at 

home. 

 

                         Jenny Crowle 

Supporting Social and 

Emotional Learning 

(SEL) skills at home 

For children to develop social and emo-

tional skills they need 

 guidance that is matched to their level of 

development, as well as practice. In 

addition to learning about SEL at school, 

parents and carers can encourage chil-

dren to use SEL skills in everyday  

interactions at home. Prompting and 

encouraging children to  

apply their learning in this way helps 

them develop their skills.  

Here is an example that shows how 

everyday situations can be used as 

opportunities for supporting children’s 

SEL skill development. This example 

covers three of the five core  

competencies recognised by the  

Collaborative for Academic, Social and 

Emotional Learning (CASEL) as central 

to the development of good mental 

health - self awareness, social 

 awareness and self management 

Voula was very excited about a family outing. But her behaviour was very 
annoying to the rest of her family, especially to her baby brother. The  
following table considers the problem, the skills Voula needs to learn, and 
how a parent or carer might support her learning. 

It‘s important to recognise that 

social and emotional skills 

develop over time, and that 

they may develop differently 

for different children. 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Weekly is the place to read about the exciting things that are happening in teaching and learning. 

This regular page will have lots of great ideas about how to encourage your child to enjoy their learning and 

strive to reach their potential. There will also be the regular news articles including the much loved sports 

reports. 

This week we will take a look at  policy development. 
 

Policy development 

At MPW many teachers and parents work together to develop a range of school policy documents and where appropriate the 

children‘s voice is asked for and included.  A policy is usually a written document that outlines a required process or  
procedure within the school, such as, the school’s approach to homework or how a particular curriculum area is  
approached. A policy should only be established to achieve some purpose which reflects a set of beliefs or values on the 
issue concerned. For example, a homework policy might reflect the belief that homework helps children to learn self  
organisation skills and responsibility.  Not all issues require a policy; many routine matters can be dealt with by  
developing simple procedures. For example, you might have a procedure for “wet” lunch times – this is unlikely to  
require a detailed policy. Good policies are essential because they demonstrate that the school is being operated in an 
efficient manner, let everyone know what the approach to certain matters will be, and ensure that there will be  
uniformity and consistency in decisions and in how the school operates. 
 
If you have a look on our school website you will see a range of school policies.  
Policy review is a cyclical process and at the present time we have groups working on the development of the 
Student Wellbeing and Homework policies, both of which are expected to be completed in the next few weeks.  
The Student Wellbeing Policy  talks about MPW having a strong commitment to the wellbeing of all students and the 
importance of all children being listened to, respected and treated fairly. It stresses the belief that student learning can-
not be separated from student wellbeing and the importance of providing a learning environment that develops high self 
esteem, a sense of wellbeing, belonging and resilience. There are a number of broad guidelines for action that target the 
areas of social and emotional learning, the importance of a positive school community, parenting support and education 
and intervention for students experiencing difficulties. 
 

Work on the Homework Policy  commenced in late 2008. The policy has been to staff, the education subcommittee of 

parents /staff and will also be taken to Junior School Council to hear the children’s views. The policy provides guidelines 

about how often children should be doing homework, and the kind of homework that children at this school should do. It 

also provides a set of beliefs that underpin the nature of homework as part of the school’s learning program. The policy 

is consistent with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development guidelines. The working party  

consists of Carolyn Mghendi, Teri Crook, Adele Perrottet, Aggie Burgess and new members in 2009 Jenny Crowle,  

Christine Fitzgerald and Helen Lockart.  Feel free to contact people on the group for more information. 

Education weekly  

 

 
 

4. Money, Money, Money  When shopping at the supermarket, ask your child to keep track of how much you are  

spending.  You might say, ―I only have $30 to spend today.  Can you please keep track of how much I have spent and let me 

know when I reach my limit.‖  Encourage your child to round off prices, e.g. an item that costs $2.99 could be added onto the 

tally as $3.00.  Have your child check their mental calculations against the final docket at the check out. 

Maths Home Tasks– Upper Primary 

CHOIR NEWS 

WEST SIDE ARTS PREVIEW 
 A reminder to all choir students that next Monday at  

Assembly we will be performing ― Little People‖ in full  

costume. 

 Choir students who are not attending West Side Arts but 

have been coming to rehearsal are included in this  

performance. 
 

Please meet Kathy at 8.45am in costume in the 

Gym. 
 

Kathy Mikkelsen 

Friday Morning Parent Helpers  

Conference Room (next to staff room)  

Friday 9 - 10am 

All Welcome!  

Our Friday mornings are a great way for Mums, Dads or Grandparents of the 
school community to get together to do a little work for the school while 
having a chat and a cuppa. 
 We are sorting, mending, labelling, photocopying, laminating and typing our 
way around the school and the teachers are thrilled with our help.  There is 
always a DVD and toys on offer for the little people in our lives. 
 If you have any queries I can be found somewhere between rooms 14 

and 16 before or after school.  Thank you and look forward to seeing 
you Friday. Teri Crook!   



 

SPORTS NEWS 
Interschool Sport  
 

Gr 3/4  Gala Soccer Day  
Last Wednesday twenty-four Grade 3/4 children from MPW were 
lucky enough to play in the Melbourne Victory Gala Day at  
Fairbairn Park. We all had a great day, with our boys, mixed and 
girls teams having fun and scoring some great goals. James Bakis 
from Room 13 showed some great skill in winning the boys juggling 
competition. The kids also had a chance to meet the Victory’s 
champion goalkeeper Michael Theoklitos and contestants from pay 
TV’s Football Superstar programme. Thanks very much to all the 
kids and parents who joined us on the day, especially to  
Super coaches Neville Denness and Paul Quilty. 
 

Ryan Vermeulen 
 

District Soccer Round Robin  
On Friday June 5th  2 girls teams & 2 boys teams played in our 
District’s soccer round robin. As usual it was a great day, many of 
the Gr 5/6 children say it is the best day of the year! After 5 rounds 
each the Girls teams finished 2nd & 3rd & the Boys teams 4th & 6th , 
a fantastic effort with 12 teams competing in each section. The 
highlight of the day was the sporting attitude shown by all M.P.W. 
children. Ryan (Rm 8 teacher) who was involved for the first time 
said it was a pleasure to be with the teams & couldn’t get over how 
the children handled themselves walking to & from the park & in all 
matches. 
A big thank you to Jeff & Michael who assisted with umpiring & 
coaching on the day & the other parents who walked with us, 
scored, did the coffee run & generally supported the teachers & 
children on the day.  
 

State Hockey Trials  
Congratulations to Georgia Hopkins on making it into the State 
Primary Schools hockey team. To reach this high standard is a 
great achievement & something to be very proud of. Hopefully 
Georgia can follow in the footsteps of those other M.P.W. ex  
students who are playing with the Hockeyroos in Sth. Africa at the 
moment. We wish Georgia all the best for the tournament in  
Newcastle in August.  
 

FUN RUN 
Another lucky escape with the weather! After looking a bit doubtful we 
were able to go ahead with our 18th fine Fun Run day. As usual the 
 parental support was outstanding with 45 people with allocated roles & at 
least another 15 people turning up on the day to offer their support & 
help. Thank you to all of those who helped & we hope you enjoyed your 
day. 
It was great to welcome back Amber Wilson, ex student & Australian 
karate representative, who spoke to all of the children about her karate 
career & what she hopes to achieve in the future. Something to aspire to 
& a strong role model for our children. Thanks Amber! 
 A big thank you to Lynda Dalton who organised the fruit & the band of 
cutters who were locked away in the Gym while we were all outside 
 having fun. You did a great job & everyone loved the fruit. We even had 
enough for recess & after P.E.! 
A thank you also to the Ascot Vale Leisure Centre who sent Philbert 
along to give all of the children a pool pass. Don’t forget to use it & look 
out for Philbert at the pool. 
Now we just need to return the sponsorship money as quickly as possible 
(final date is June 19th ). Remember we are raising money for Flowerdale 
P.S. & kindergarten as well as classroom sports equipment. 
     

 
 

Soon we will be planning our Free Activity Day (F.A.D.) for the year. This is one of our favourite days of the year! 
The activities offered by parents, grandparents, other family members and friends are crucial to the success of a 
F.A.D. Once again we are asking for your help.  
If you can offer an activity, we’d love to hear from you!!!  
Examples of activities offered in the past are: art and craft, woodwork, cooking, scrapbooking, sewing, making slime, 
tin work, yoga, organ dissection, drama, jewellery making, card making, sporting skill clinics, teaching a card game, 
science experiments, internet groups, technology clinics, singing, billycart building, dancing and lots of different óoff 
the wallò activities!!!!!!! (pretty much anything fun, really!!!)  
 

Please look out for the note in your childôs bag and see if you can offer something fun ï it can be just for an hour or 
half an hour, or repeat throughout the day!!! You will need a current Working with Children check ï see our  
general office about this if you havenôt got one yet. 
 

We need to receive all offers of activities by Wednesday 17
th

 June 2009, as the children plan their timetable soon 
after. Please come and see Robyn in room 7 if you have any questions! 
 

Senior Team teachers 
 

Rooms 7, 8, 9/10, 14, 19 & 20 are holding a 

 Free Activity Day  
Wednesday 24th June 2009. 

 

Education weekly continued  
 



 2/ 3 Z has been exploring addition and subtraction written problems try these.  
 

What strategies did you use to work them out? 

 

1. Wil had five hundred thousand hairs and grew five hundred thousand 

more. How many hairs altogether? 

 

 

2. Macka kicked two goals and Jac kicked one goal. How many goals altogether? 

 

3. Linda has one thousand, nine hundred and sixty- nine cards. She got nine hundred and 

ninety-nine more cards on her birthday. How many cards does Linda have altogether? 

 

4. On club penguin I have 13 Puffles and I added three more. How many do I have alto-

gether? 

 

5. Ella had twenty blocks of white chocolate. She got twenty more blocks. Then she ate 

three. How many blocks does she have? 

 

 

6. I had eight books and Olivia had ten. How many books altogether? 

 

7. Brodie has one thousand pairs of Nikes. He bought ten more pairs. How many pairs does 

he have altogether? 

 

8. Maysen had sixty- three footys. I had three in the backyard. How many footys alto-

gether? 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ò THE LIBRARYó 



 

 

 Friday 19th Monday 15th Thursday 18th Wednesday 17th Tuesday 16th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Soccer  
session 

God’s Eye God’s  
eye  
cont 

Twists &Turns  
with hoops  
& music 

Woolley Bands 
by popular  
demand 

Dear Parents 
Just a reminder on Friday 12th June,  that the OSHC will be running 
as we did not receive enough bookings. 
Also the last day for booking for the upcoming Holiday program is 
the 21st June. 
Thanks 
The OSHC Team 

Donõt forget the special 
presentation by  
Rebecca & Jacqueline 
on Monday 22nd of June 
between 4pm to 5pm . 
Have fun!! 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 

 

Trawool Valley Resort 
(only 75 mins from Melbourne) 

 

Mid-Year School Holiday 

 
SUPER SPECIAL 

 
Don’t think you can afford a holiday this year? 

 

WELL THINK AGAIN! 

 

We have a fantastic 3 night package 

in a Family Suite for 

2 Adults and 2 Children (Under 12) 

for just $295 (normally $795) 

 

And you have full use of all facilities, including  

Indoor Heated Swimming Pool and Spa, Tennis, Squash,  

Table Tennis and more  

  

Dine in our award-winning Bistro 
(Meals from $15)  

Childrenôs meals include ice cream and a 

drink  

 

This fantastic offer will sell quickly. 
So call us now on (03) 5792 1444 to make 

your Reservation  

 

* Offer Valid for June/July 09 School Holidays 

       * Not valid in conjunction with any other offer 

 

Trawool Valley Resort 

8150 Goulburn Valley Hwy 

Trawool VIC 3660 

 MPWP Uniforms for Sale –  virtually brand new – 1 

terms use  
Suit ages 6 to 8 years (size 8 )  
2 x MPWP wide brim hats $5 each 

2 x winter MPWP tracksuit top size C8 $20 each  
4 x MPWP T-shirts size 8 $5 each 

4 x MPWP Sz 8G summer dresses $25 each or lot for $80 

 please call 0403 2500 60 or 9337 2987 Lesley-Ann  
Wilson  

ñThe Moonee Valley YMCA well be running its Winter 
Holiday Program over the term two holidays. No need 
to stay home, with plenty of activities and interesting ex-
cursions happening all the time. Run on Monday to Friday 
both weeks of the holidays by friendly and experienced 
staff, itôs sure to be great fun. For more information or to 
book your child in please contact the customer service 
desk at the Moonee Valley YMCA on 9337 4488 or visit 
www.mooneevalley.com.auò 

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY SPORTS CAMPS 
Dates: 29th June—3rd July 2009 and July 6th—10th July 

2009 

Where: Footscray Park Campus of Victoria University. 

Camp: Multi-Sport Junior (age 6-8, Multi-Sport Intermedi-

ate (age 9-11) and Multi-Sport Senior 9age 12-12). 

Cost: Early bird special of $105 for Multi-Sport.  

(Child care rebates available).  

Daily registrations cost $30 per day. 

Brochures available from the Office 

EXTEND ADVENTURES  

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
At 

Penleigh & Essendon Grammar 

Monday 29th June to Friday10th July 2009 

For Boys and Girls aged 5-12years 

Registrations close 12th June 
Enrolment hotline: 1300366437 

Or visit www.extend.com.au 

http://www.mooneevalley.com.au/

