
  

Newsletter No: 16 

Wednesday  3rd June 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

June 5th Fri 9.00am District Soccer Round Robin @ Fairbairn Park 
June 5th Fri 9.00am ―Friday Morning Parent Helpers‖—Conference Room 

June 8th Mon QUEEN‘S BIRTHDAY—NO SCHOOL 
June 9th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 10th Wed 9.00am Zone Cross Country—Brimbank Park 
June 10th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
June 10th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 

June 12th Fri PUPIL FREE DAY—NO SCHOOL 
June 16th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 17th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
June 17th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
June 17th Wed 2.30pm  Information Session—Assessment  & Reporting at MPW in the 
  Conference Room 
June 19th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
June 19th Fri 9.00am ―Friday Morning Parent Helpers‖—Conference Room 
June 22nd Mon 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 23rd Tue 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 23rd Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
June 24th Wed 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 24th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
June 24th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
June 25th Thu 9.00am Parent Teacher Interviews 
June 26th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
 

June 26th Fri 1.30pm END OF TERM 2—EARLY DISMISSAL 
July 13th Mon 9.00am Term 3 Begins 
July 13th Mon 7.30pm Education Committee—Staffroom 

Principals Report 
 

Choir Performance 
Our combined school choir have been chosen to perform on Friday 19th June at the Westside 

Arts Festival at the Arts Centre.  A note has gone out to identify students who will be attending 

this prestigious event.  Another more detailed note will be going out with those children to out-

line the requirements associated with this event. 
 

 

A brief outline of the performance schedule is as follows: 

Children leave school by bus at 1.30pm on Friday 19th June (Excursion note to be  

distributed shortly) 

Dress Rehearsal from 3.00pm to 4.00pm at the Concert Hall 

Return to school by 4.45pm by bus and to be collected from school by parents. 

Parents arrange to bring students to a pre determined point at the Arts Centre by 6.15pm 

(dressed to perform) Car pooling may be a good idea. 

Concert runs from 7.00pm to 9.45pm. 

Children to be collected after the show by a parent or responsible adult. 
 

The children will be performing “Little People” from Les Miserable's and are asked to dress as a 

“19th Century Orphan”.  Please see Kathy if you have any questions about what to wear.  Photo 

outside the offices gives a good idea. Please remember if parents want to buy tickets for the eve-

ning, you should do so as soon as possible as the event sold out very early last year. 
 

Newsletter Update 
Our school is always looking for ways to be more environmentally friendly.  In the near future 

we will be giving families the choice to have the newsletter delivered by email rather than a hard 

copy each Wednesday.  In the meantime you can view the school newsletter on our new up-

graded website at www.mooneewestps.vic.edu.au 
 

 

Bakugan 
We have increasing issues with children bringing to school valuable items that seem to easily go 

missing.  The latest craze of bakugans needs to be addressed.  Many children are bringing them 

to school only to find them go missing.  Even with my advanced detective skills, there are few 

ways to tell who is the original owner.  The only way to ensure your child has these toys for  

future enjoyment is to not bring them to school.  Please support us in this endeavour. 
 

Scooters/Bikes 
Just a reminder that if your child is to ride a bike or scooter to school, they must wear an ap-

proved safety  helmet both to and from school.  Also they need to be stored in the bike  

enclosure. Please supply your own lock to ensure the bikes/scooter are not stolen. 



 „KIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING  

 

It’s Not OK to be away or Late 

Many teaching staff and 
schools already incorporate 
some aspects of social and 
emotional learning (SEL) into 
their teaching.  
 
The best approach, which is 
what we are doing at Moonee 
Ponds West Primary is to look 
at what the school is already 
doing well and then to evaluate 
how systematically and effec-
tively we are teaching SEL. 
This plan is a part of the 2009 
School Annual Implementation 
Plan. Teachers have just com-
pleted an audit of existing 
programs. 

This audit will provides a 
framework for planning, 
teaching and evaluating SEL 
to help ensure that from year 
to year children can build 
social and emotional skills 
that are relevant and appro-
priate for their age and skill 
level.  

 
A solid approach to SEL is 
based on the model devel-
oped by the Collaborative for 
Academic, Social and Emo-
tional Learning (CASEL), an 
internationally recognised 
lead organisation for re-
search into SEL. The five 
core competencies that 
CASEL has identified as 
central to SEL are: 

1. Self‑management 
Managing emotions and behaviours to achieve goals. 

 

2. Self-awareness 
Recognising your emotions and values as well as strengths and limitations. 

 

3. Responsible decision-making 
Making ethical, constructive choices about personal and social behaviour. 

 

4. Social awareness 
Showing understanding and empathy for others. 

 

5. Relationship skills 
Forming positive relationships, working in teams, dealing effectively with conflict. 

These five social and emotional skill areas are viewed as essential for the develop-
ment of good mental health. Structured teaching of these SEL competencies, and 
opportunities for students to practise and generalise them in the classroom, school 
and wider community, are also crucial to implementing effective SEL.  Jenny Crowle 

Next Week 
Supporting SEL skills at 
home 

Term 2 – Week 6  May 25 -29    Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  

Explained Absences – 86 days 

Unexplained Absences -34 days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences -   120 days . 

Notes will come home today to families who have had more than three unexplained absences. If these could 
be signed and returned that would be appreciated.  
This is another  interesting snippet taken from Tackling Student Absenteeism Research Findings and Recommen-
dations for Schools and Local Communities Researched and Written by Glenn Bond Research & Program Develop-
ment Consultant, July 2004. 
School connectedness relies heavily on adequate engagement and attachment of young people within their school and 

school community. Engagement is a term employed by Wheatley and Spillane (2001) differentially to the term attendance 

to "emphasise the importance of children and young people identifying with, belonging to and being willing participants in 

education, rather than a reluctant physical presence only."It is argued that attendance issues may be best redressed by a  

focus on issues of engagement and attachment. (p.10) 



  

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM “ ROOM “13” 



  

 

The Written Report 
 

 

The report matches children against the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS)  and is used across the state of Victoria. 

The first page of the report graphs the child’s progress. There will be some children who have a high rating; some that are meeting the  

curriculum standards and some that are below the standard. We urge all parents to be careful in the use of this information. If you think seeing 

the first page of the report might not be helpful to your child, do not show it to them. 

The ratings of A to E vary considerably from the traditional ratings. The rating of C means that your child is achieving what is expected when 

measured against the curriculum for their year level.  

The following pages of the report are the sections written by the teacher, these outline learning achievements, ideas for improvement & future 

learning, what the school can do and what you can do at home for your child,  attendance and specialists reports.    

They are suitable to read in conjunction with the Learning Portfolio. 

The report envelope will be sealed and sent home inside the Learning Portfolio. 

Parents keep the report.  They are not required to sent back to school. 
 

The Learning Portfolio 
 

 

In the Learning Portfolio there will be samples of child’s work for the semester.   These samples provide a snapshot of the child’s learning and 

indicate progress made.   Attached to each sample or collection of related samples is a brief outline of what the task was and the learning 

purpose. 

Below is a broad outline of what you should expect to find in the portfolio for each semester.   There is a slight difference in the number of 

samples for the different teams. 
 

Work samples:  

Some work samples could cover more than one area eg. An ICT task related to mathematics.   There may also be photos to demonstrate 

learning. 
 

English:   

2 reading, 3 writing & 1 speaking and listening samples 

Mathematics - depending on the semester focus: 

 

3-4 samples covering Number, Structure and Working mathematically 

2-4 samples for Measurement & Chance and Data 

2 samples for Space 

Integrated Curriculum: 

Topic outline (skills & understandings) 

1 sample per topic 

I.C.T (Information & Communication Technology): 

1 sample (Junior) 

2 samples (Middle & Senior) 

Specialist areas:  

Self-evaluations 

Parents should take the time to share and discuss their child’s Learning Portfolio with them.  

The Learning Portfolio will be returned at the Parent/Teacher/Child interview 
 

 

Parent Comment Sheet and Parent Feedback sheet 
 

Parents have the opportunity to make written comments in response to their child’s learning.  
 

They may write a letter to their child, giving them constructive feedback about their learning journey.  These can be completed, inserted into 

the Learning Portfolio and returned at the interview.  

There is also a parent comment sheet to make a comment about the reporting process.  This will support the school in improving reporting at 

MPWPS.  This can be returned at the interview. 

REPORTING AT MPWPS 



 

 
 

Soon we will be planning our Free Activity Day (F.A.D.) for the year. This is one of our favourite days of the year! 
The activities offered by parents, grandparents, other family members and friends are crucial to the success of a 
F.A.D. Once again we are asking for your help.  
If you can offer an activity, we‘d love to hear from you!!!  
Examples of activities offered in the past are: art and craft, woodwork, cooking, scrapbooking, sewing, making slime, 
tin work, yoga, organ dissection, drama, jewellery making, card making, sporting skill clinics, teaching a card game, 
science experiments, internet groups, technology clinics, singing, billycart building, dancing and lots of different ‘off 
the wall” activities!!!!!!! (pretty much anything fun, really!!!)  
 

Please look out for the note in your child’s bag and see if you can offer something fun – it can be just for an hour or 
half an hour, or repeat throughout the day!!! You will need a current Working with Children check – see our  
general office about this if you haven’t got one yet. 
 

We need to receive all offers of activities by Wednesday 17
th

 June 2009, as the children plan their timetable soon 
after. Please come and see Robyn in room 7 if you have any questions! 
 

Senior Team teachers 

Rooms 7, 8, 9/10, 14, 19 & 20 are holding a 

 Free Activity Day  
Wednesday 24th June 2009. 

SPORTS NEWS 
Interschool Sport(Winter) 
Results from last week: 
Blue  Võ North Melbourne A 
Netball A lost 25 goals to 15  
Netball B  lost 14 goals to 6 
Bat Tennis  narrowly lost 28 games to 27 
Football won 35 points to 26 
 

Gold Vs  North Melbourne B 
Netball A won 12 goals to 1 
Netball B  won 4  goals to 1 
Bat Tennis  won 39 games to 31 
Football  won  12-8-80 to 3-1-19  
This Friday 4 teams will compete in our District Soccer Round Robin day (see 
below) 
Gr 3/4  Gala Soccer Day 
Today 24 Gr 3/4  children will walk to Fairbairn Park to participate in a Mel-
bourne Victory Soccer Gala Day.  
Hopefully everyone had a great day & look out for the report in next weekôs 
newsletter. 
 

 

District Soccer Round Robin 
On Friday June 5th we will be entering 2 girls teams & 2 boys 
teams in our Districtôs soccer round robin. We will walk to Fair-
bairn Park & play 5 matches each. Good luck to all teams. 
 

State Hockey Trials 
Congratulations & good luck to Georgia Hopkins, Georgia 
Cutrale & Angus Robinson who have made it through to the 
final selection stage which is being held today.  
 

FUN RUN 
By the time you read this we will have hopefully had a great 
Fun Run & we are all looking after our tired muscles!  A huge 
thank you to over 40 parents who returned forms with offers to 
help, itôs much appreciated & impossible to run things like this 
without you. 
Thanks also to Lynda Jane Dalton for buying the extra fruit for 
us. 

Now we just need to return the sponsorship money 
as quickly as possible (final date is June 19th ). 
 

Reporting at MPWPS cont... 

Interviews for Semester 1: Monday 22nd – Friday 26th June 2009  

Interview notes go out on Wednesday 3rd June to all families.   Parents need to fill in their time preferences and return the note to the class 

teacher.   Interview will be for 20minutes to allow a full discussion about the progress the child has made. 

Teachers will liaise with other teachers in an attempt to link up sibling times. 

Interview times will be sent home with the Learning Portfolio on Thursday 18th June. 

Interpreters will be booked for any parents who require them at interviews. 
 

Specialist teachers will send out a separate note for interview requests. 
 

Parent Information session – Reporting at MPWPS 
 

There will be a Parent Information session on Wednesday 17th June at 2.30pm in the Conference Room to explain the reporting process 

at Moonee Ponds West P.S.   Please come along if you would like more information or to have questions answered.   If you are not able to 

attend this session but have questions, feel free to contact me. 
 

Robyn Russell 

Assessment and Reporting Coordinator 

 



 

 

 Friday 12th Monday 8th Thursday 11th Wednesday 10th Tuesday 9th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Soccer Public Holiday 
 No school 

Footy 
Floggers 

Dancing & 
Gymnastics 

Fancy  
Cards 

Dear Parents 
Just a reminder that Tuesday the 9th June is the last day for book-
ings for Friday the 12th June (Pupil Free Day). I currently have 7 
bookings, so another 13 are needed by the 6th of June to run the 
Program. So please make your booking now! 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 

The OSHC Program 
would love donations of 
old T-Shirts that can be 
used as Art Smocks 
during painting  
activities. 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 

Maths Home Tasks– Lower Primary 
 

 
 

4.  Number Wise  When travelling by car or walking 

around the local streets, play games that help children to 

recognise numbers, e.g. Say, “Who can spot the number 7? 

Or an odd number, a number bigger than 20, a number be-

tween 2 and 6?”  Choose appropriate numbers for your 

child‟s understanding. 

LIBRARY NEWSéLIBRARY NEWSé 

 Next Tuesday 9th June, Lorraine Wilson (Author/Education 

Consultant) will be our guest author visiting  the Prep/one/
twos for the day in the library.  Lorraine Wilson is famous 
for all the City Kids, Country Kids, Lift Off and Fireman se-
ries.  -ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÏÒÒÁÉÎÅȭÓ 
books either through the MPW library, classroom take 
home books or literature sets.    
 Lorraine will discuss and show the children the process in-
volved in book making, where does an author get their 
ideas , drafting, editing, illustrations etc.  Lorraine has been 
involved with  MPW for many years. She has a great ap-
proach with children and I am sure they will definitely enjoy 
and benefit immensely from her visit.  
In conjunction with Lorraine's visit, some of her Country 
Kids series books are currently being republished and we 
have been given the opportunity to purchase her books at a 
discounted price. 
 )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ,ÏÒÒÁÉÎÅ 7ÉÌÓÏÎȭÓ 
books please fill in the attached form and return your  order 
and payment in an envelope to your classroom teacher or to 
the library.  Closing date for orders is Tuesday 9th June. 
 

 Cheers Claudia & Michele 

LORRAINE WILSON‘S  BOOKS…. 
 

Child‘s name: ____________________Room: _____ 
 

Republished COUNTRY KIDS titles:       $6.50 each  
 

I Have a Secret Place              The Outdoor Toilet 
 

I'm Selling Sheep Manure     We Hit Two Kangaroos   
 

The Bushfire                            We Swim in the Dam 
 

Our Goat  When Our House Burnt 
 

The Dead Cow                         When the Calf Was Born 
 

The Sick Chook   
 

 CITY KIDS titles:       $3.00 each  
 

Due to limited stock these will be available on first in 
basis. 
 

Meat Pie                               He's been In My Room 
 

I Bought My Lunch               Today The Baby's Asleep 
 

Bubble Gum                         When Tony Got Lost at the  Zoo              
 I  
Play Soccer        Billy Come Inside 
  
She's been In My room 

   

Total cost:  $____________________ 
 

Payments can be made in cash or cheque. 
Cheques are to be made payable to ‗Lorraine  
Wilson‘ 
 

Thank you, 


