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Wednesday  29th July 2009 

community CALENDAR  
July 29th Wed 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover  for Rooms 17 & 18@ Scienceworks  
July 30th Thu 4.00pm Environment Committee Meeting in Staffroom 
July 31st Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent HelpersðConference Room 
August 2nd Sun 9.00am ñCommunity Working Beeò 
August 3rd Mon 9.00am Hockey 7ôs @ Footscray Hockey Centre 
August 3rd Mon 1.00pm Guitar Concert for Prep/Grades 1 & 2  
August 3rd Mon 7.30pm Education Committee in the Staffroom 
August 4th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
August 4th Tue 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover for rooms11/12 & 15 @ Scienceworks 
August 5th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
August 5th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
August 7th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent HelpersðConference Room 
August 10th Mon 9.00am Grade 6 Parents notified of Year 7 Placements for 2010 
August 11th Tue 2.20pm CRE 
August 11th Tue 7.30pm Resources MeetingðTonyôs Office 
August 14th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent HelpersðConference Room 
August 17th Mon 9.00am Excursion Gradeôs 4/5/6ðKoori Heritage Trust 
August 18th Tue 9.00am Excursion Gradeôs 4/5/6ðKoori Heritage Trust 
August 18th Tue 9.00am MVIMP Music Camp 
August 18th Tue 2.20pm CRE 
August 19th Wed 9.00am Excursion Gradeôs 4/5/6ðKoori Heritage Trust 
August 19th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
August 19th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
August 21st Fri 3.00pm MVIMP Music Camp returns 

Principalôs Report 

 

Parent Group Restartsé 
 

Come along and Enjoy the Information Sessions  
August 4 th  2009  

9.00am after ôdrop offõ in the meeting room 
All Welcome  

Bring the toddlers  
School Council report  

What is happening with the building project?  
òHow to read effectively with your childrenó 

Morning Tea  
Sounds great!  

Looking forward to seeing you there.  

Working Bee 

Just a reminder to community members we have a Working Bee on Sunday morning 2nd August.  

This will begin around 9.00am.  The work will involve a general cleanup around the school.  

Many hands will make light work of it.  So if your family can give us an hour or two that would 

be fabulous.  As mentioned last week, we have a group of twenty senior Education Department 

officials visiting MPW next Wednesday 5th August for the entire day and we would like them to 

see the school in the best condition it could be.  We are very proud of our school! 

Jackôs Paddock Upgrade 

The work the school community is funding in óJacks Paddockô is about finished.  Once the grass 

and other plantings in this area have been established, our children should be able to access this 

area later in 2009.   This area of the school yard has not had an upgrade for many years, probably 

not since they removed Jackôs house (he was the school cleaner and resident caretaker who lived 

in the school house in the early 1960ôs).  This work completes the schools landscaping plan with 

only localised planting to be finished. 

School Start Times 

Just a reminder that we expect children to be at school and settled in their classroom before 

9.00am each morning.  We have all teachers available in classrooms at 8.45am daily to allow for 

children to settle into the work day, change their readers, have a chat to friends, organise lunch 

orders etc.  Please ensure your child takes this opportunity.  As teachers are at school long before 

8.45am, they use that time to prepare for classes, catch up with other team members and other 

important meetings.  They are not available before 8.45am to supervise your child.  If they need 

to arrive early, we have a fantastic Before Care Program that the children can attend. 



 óKIDS DO MATTERô - STUDENT WELLBEING   

Itõs Not Ok To Be Away 
Term 3 ð Week 2 July 20th-24th Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  
Explained Absences : 80days 
Unexplained Absences: 28 days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 
Total absences ï108  days . 
 

Taken from the South Australian Website - Child and Youth Health 

http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=286&id=1450 
 

Interesting notes in child friendly language under the topic area of Problems at School   

Be on time for school.  Going into a class that has already started is embarrassing. You have to rush about, 

you don't know what is happening and no one has time for a friendly word.   

 

 

 
 

Arrange to go to school with a friend.  Maybe mum could take you both sometimes and 

the friend's mum the other times. If you live near school you and your friend could walk 

together. You will have someone to talk to and a happy way to start your day.   

Donõt give yourself a hard time. It's so easy to say to yourself, "I'm no good at this and 

"I can't do that." Think about all the things you can do and then say," I can't do that 

YET."  

Jenny Crowle  

Teach children to use assertive communication skills  

Show children how to confidently and respectfully communicate their thoughts, feelings and needs to others 
ÉÎ ÁÎ ÁÓÓÅÒÔÉÖÅ ×ÁÙȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ Ȱ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÁÍÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÔÏÏ ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÐÌÁÙ Á ÄÉÆȤ
ÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÇÁÍÅ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȢȱ 
Innovative Resources 

An interesting website that has a number of publications which can be purchased, publications on anxiety, self 

esteem and anger are examples of the topics covered 

http://www.innovativeresources.org/default.asp?InitialContentID=20548 

REMINDER - Tuning in to Teens: Complimentary Parenting Program (Melbourne 

University) 

We are very fortunate to have been invited to participate in a complimentary University of 

Melbourne Parenting program that aims to help parents and children prepare for the transi-

tion into adolescence and high school. Tuning in to Teens is a six week parenting program 

run one evening a week for two hours. The program will help parents manage their own and 

their childôs emotions in ways that help families remain close and keep communicating. By 

learning these skills, families are less likely to have as much conflict and children are more 

likely to talk about the challenging issues they face. These are factors that have been found 

to reduce the risk for mental health and substance abuse problems. A note has gone 

home to all families of children in Year 6. If you are interested in the program please 

return the note to your classroom teacher or Jenny Crowle by Monday August 3. It is 

expected that there will be a demand for places so it recommended that you register 

early to avoid disappointment.  

Part Three ð Supporting childrenõs social and emotional learning ð More useful tips for families  

Encourage creative problem solving 

Asking questions that help children think of alternative solutions supports their thinking and problem solving skills. When problems 

arise you can explore them together by asking questions such as, ñWhat could you do about that?ò or ñWhat do you think might 

happen if you try that?ò 

Get organised the night before.  Pack your bag (with homework done), check what books you need, put in 

sports clothes or equipment, school notes and your lunch. Get your clothes ready to dive into the next 

day and have a shower or wash at night if you are a 'snail' in the mornings.  

http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=286&id=1450
http://www.innovativeresources.org/default.asp?InitialContentID=20548


 

Education weekly  

SPORTS NEWS 

Interschool Sport 
Athletics 
Our Friday trials for hurdles, 800m, discus, shot put,  high, long & triple jump will continue for another 3 weeks. The groups doing discus & 
800m will walk to Maribyrnong Park for their events (see the sports notice board near the toilets for the groups & plan). 
 

State Cross Country 
Congratulations to Lily Wardley & Jesse Hotchkin (both Rm 19) who competed last Friday at Bundoora Park in the State Primary Schools 
Cross Country Championship. Jesse finished 35th in a field of 154 & Lily 40th in a field of 150. A great effort by both children.  
 

Georgia Hopkins & State Hockey 
As we mentioned last term it was great to see Georgia Hopkins make it into the Victorian Primary Schools State Hockey team to play in New-
castle in August. There are obviously quite a few costs associated with this sort of trip. 
To assist Georgia we are advertising raffle tickets that she will be selling around the classrooms over the next couple of weeks & they are 
available at the Office too. 
Tickets are $2 each with the following prizes: 1st Mitsubishi Lancer; 2nd Family Holiday to Disneyland;  
3rd 50ô Plasma TV; 4th 50ò Plasma TV; 5th DVD Recorder. 
All great prizes & it would be great if we could really get behind Georgia & give her some support. 
 

Phys. Ed. 
This term the P/1ôs are doing kicking & we would love some plastic drink bottles to practice on before we move on to balls. They can be left in 
the Gym. 
 

Hockey 7õs 
Good luck to our 2 teams that will compete at the Footscray Hockey Centre next Monday in the Zone Championships.  
 

Tommy 
We need some more tins of food for Tommy. Whiskas seems to be a favourite. We have plenty of dry food thanks to your generous donations. 

Parent Information ï What to do if you have a question/concern or complaint. 
 

It is important that all families feel comfortable to approach the school with any questions, concerns or complaints. It is impor-

tant that we work together to answer any questions and resolve any issues so that families are confident with their childôs educa-

tion and so that children can be supported to learn to the best of their ability. 

The first point of contact should generally be your childôs classroom teacher, they are usually best placed to resolve concerns 

and complaints relating to student learning and specific student incidents in the teachers class or group. 
 

The Teaching and Learning Coordinator of teams can also provide support to families. 

Junior Team ï Aggie Burgess Rm. 1 

Middle Team ï Laureen Thompson Rm. 16 

Senior Team ï Jane Bertoncello  Rm. 14 

Of course both Tony and I are always happy to help resolve issues relating to more complex issues. 

There is a very useful brochure providing information with advice on how to raise issues with the school produced by the De-

partment of Education and Early Childhood Development which is available from the school office. 

Included in the brochure are the following tips: 

¶ ñPlan what you will say so you can clearly explain what the problem is. 

¶ Have some ideas about how the problem could be solved. 

¶ Talk about the problem with your childôs teacher by phone or organise a face to face meeting. 

¶ If you still have concerns after talking to your childôs teacher/s then you may want to speak to the Teaching or  

 Learning Coordinators or the assistant principal or principal.ò 

Each year the school community via an independent random sampling of families complete the Parent Opinion Survey which 

provides information to schools. At Moonee Ponds West Primary it is important that families feel comfortable asking questions 

and raising concerns or complaints and we look really carefully at the results under the heading of school approachability in the 

Parent survey. 

Please get in touch if you have an area you would like to discuss 

Further information about the Departmentôs parent complaints process can be found at  

 

www.education.vic.gov.au/about/contact/parentcomplaint.htm                                                                   Jenny Crowle 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/contact/parentcomplaint.htm


 

Education weekly continued  
Maths Home Tasks 

UPPER PRIMARY  

6.  The Big Half  Ask your child to help when things need to be 

shared amongst the family, e.g. children could count out straw-

berries or pour drinks so that everyone has an equal share.  Talk 

about ways of doing this, e.g. measuring cups next to each 

other, counting, cutting food in half and then half again.  It is 

often helpful to follow the rule that one child shares, while the 

other child chooses which share they will take! 

 

Friday Morning Parent Helpers  

Conference Room (next to staff room)  

Friday 9 - 10am 

All Welcome!  

Our Friday mornings are a great way for Mums, Dads or 
Grandparents of the school community to get together to do a little 
work for the school while having a chat and a cuppa. 
 We are sorting, mending, labelling, photocopying, laminating and 
typing our way around the school and the teachers are thrilled with 
our help.  There is always a DVD and toys on offer for the little 
people in our lives. 
 If you have any queries I can be found somewhere between 
rooms 14 and 16 before or after school.  Thank you and look 
forward to seeing you Friday. Teri Crook!   

EXPERTS REQUIREDé. 
 
The Junior team is working on an Integrated Unit 
about the Human Body. We are calling on any 
experts ï physios, gym instructors, chiropractors, sur-
geons, nurses, doctors, eye specialists, dentists etc who 
would like to come and talk to our kids. Donation of old X 
Rays that are no longer required would be greatly appre-
ciated We would really value your contributions! Please 
come and see Fiona in Room 4 if you can help! 

Dear School Community 
 

You may have noticed that there has been some workings 

around the west side of the school during the school holi-

days. What is happening is that we are preparing that 

sight for a multicultural, interactive, edible garden for the whole 

school community. 

We as a staff and as members of the environment committee have 

been working with the Gould Group to get the ball rolling. The 

upper grades will be actively involved with the design and estab-

lishment of the area via their class rooms and the specialist sub-

jects. 

On the 2nd August, a group of volunteers will be working in and 

around the school to help build and prepare gardens for us but 

because of  health and safety , these volunteers are not able to 

operate power tools. If there is a parent, grandparent, uncleéwho 

owns and is able to operate a circular saw and a power drill, and is 

available on this day, we would really appreciate your assistance. 

If you have any questions or would like more information about 

the project speak to  
 

 

Helen Lockart, Sue Philips, Diane Vivian or your class room 

DAFFODIL DAY  

FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST, 2009 

 

SOUNDHOUSE 
 

Simon Towersô guitar students performed for the 

prep to grade 2 children on Monday and his senior students 

will perform for the grades 3 to 6 children at 1.00pm next 

Monday in the library.  Families are welcome to come along 

and watch. 

Simon has a few places available in his guitar lessons but, as 

the term has already started, if you would like your child to 

learn guitar, please contact Sue OôBrien on 0412 467 499 to 

discuss before filling in an enrolment form. 

 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL EVENT  
 

DRESS YELLOW DAY ON  

FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST, 2009  

 support a very good causeñbring along a gold 

coin and help make a difference. 

The one in two who gets cancer is one too 

many.  

 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERôS READING  

CHALLENGEé. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 42 children who have completed the Victo-
rian Premierôs Reading Challenge.  We have 7 more children who are 
very close in completing their mission and with more encouragement and 
support I am sure they will achieve their goal! 
The Premierôs Reading Challenge closes online on the 31st of August but 
in order to finalise records and check data etc. we are encouraging  
children to complete their challenge by the 18th of August. 
Between the 49 children participating in the Reading Challenge they 
have read 1,638 books altogether.  That is a fantastic effort!    
Keep reading! 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
COLD WEATHERé.RUNNY NOSESé.TISSUE BOXESé.. 

 

Did you know that approximately 450 children visit the library on a weekly 
basis? 
And with the cold weather lurking around us, we have had quite a few 
runny noses too!  So if you could donate a box of tissues to the library 
that would be much appreciated as currently our supply is running low.    
Thank-you! 



 

Madeline, a working mum who loves to juggle, visited M.P.W. last Thursday & showed us many tricks 

that she has learnt over the years. She told us that itõs ok to make mistakes & thatõs how we learn to 

do new things. Here are some of the things that she juggled or balanced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM 14ó 

After the performances she showed some Gr 4 -6 children how to spin plates, juggle 

scarves & balls & balance dusters on their fingers. These children will be mentors & help 

teach the other children as we prepare for our Circus performance in Term 4.  

Golf clubs & a golf ball!   Cups & saucers on her head (flicked up by her foot!)!   

3 Boxes of Eggs but at the end of the  

 trick one broke!  (I think she meant to)                                                                       
She taught Taylor W.  how 

to juggle a tennis racquet 

with 2 sticks    

Then Taylor H. juggled 3 balls  And she taught Charli how to  

spin a ball on her finger!  



 

 

 Friday 7th Monday 3rd Thursday 6th Wednesday 5th Tuesday 4th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Hama 
Beads 

Glove  
Puppets 

Kelly 
Sports 

Dancing Ferris 
Wheel 

Hello Everyone, 
Our Active After School Care programs for term 3 will be Dancing 
on Wednesdays and Kelly Sports on Thursdays every week. 
Looking forward to seeing you all participating in them. 
Enjoy!! 
Thanks 
 
The OSHC Team 

A big thank you to the 
Smith family for  
donating old shirts for 
childrenõs Art/Craft  
activities. 
If you have any old 
shirts, please feel free to  
drop them into After-
care. 
Thanks 
Nidhi 

LOST ï Boyôs Lonsdale Hooded Jacket 

 

Liam Dunn (Room 20) has lost a brand new Lonsdale hooded 

jacket.  It is grey with black Lonsdale 

logos all over it, a zip up the front, and a distinctive red tie at the 

base of the hood.  If you have mistakenly 

taken this jacket home, could you please return to Liam Dunn in 

Room 20. 

LOST KEYS 
 

Lost a set of Keys including a Memory Stick attached. 

If found please contact Kevin OôNeill 

On 0438 514 237 or 93377614 

KIDS CLUB -MOONEE 

PONDS BAPTIST 

CHURCH 
All students are invited to come to a Kidôs Club held every Fri-

day from 4pm till 5.15pm. 

It is held at the Moonee Ponds Baptist Church, Eglinton Street. 

Children can enjoy afternoon tea, cooking, Bible stories, games 

and crafts. 

Cost is $2.00 per family. Any questions? Please contact Heather 

on 93707512 

Dear Parents and Students, 

We have accumulated a large number of lost property 

items-clothes, hats and other  items and we are run-

ning out of space to accommodate them! 

We have been progressively displaying all items over 

the last two weeks. A fter Friday this week (31st July) 

all unlabelled and unclaimed items will be laundered 

and offered to charity . 

Lost property is found near the toilets at the end of 

the Grade5/ 6 building. 

If you have any queries please contact Janine Perks via 

the Office 

 

Our Core programmes are designed for Students from 5 to 
17+ they encompass a huge body of developmental drama 
with proven ability to 

¶ empower students 

¶ increase energy and enthusiasm 

¶ encourage listening and conversational skills 

¶ promote social skills 

¶ stimulate creativity and concentration 

¶ provide a solid platform for success in perform-

ing arts 

¶ add to confidence and self-esteem 
There are 13 years of curriculum, so a student may attend for 
the whole of their Schooling and not repeat a lesson. 
Enthusiastic participation in each lesson is encouraged. 

Weekly classes of one hour are held in School terms, grouped 
by age. The curriculum is designed with a whole year focus. 
Our qualified Helen OôGrady teachers undergo regular ex-
clusive training. 

All teachers are trained to develop personal rapport with each 
student and each Academy Principal either presents or attends 
classes regularly to ensure the highest standards are main-
tained. 
 
Special discounts are available where two or more family mem-
bers attend. Fees are inclusive - There are no other costs dur-
ing the Academy year. 

Above all, our classes are fun! 

To enrol contact Melissa Muscut 0413320141 or visit 
www.helenogrady.com.au 

Flyers are available at the Office 


