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Wednesday  22nd July 2009 

community CALENDAR 
 

July 23rd Thu 10.00am to 1.30pm Whole school performance „You can do it‟ 
July 24th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
July 24th Fri 9.00am State Cross Country 
July 27th Mon 1.00—1.30pm Guitar Concert for Pre/Grade 1 
July 28th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
July 28th Tue 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover for Rooms 13 & 16 @ Scienceworks 
July 29th Wed 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover  for Rooms 17 & 18@ Scienceworks  
July 30th Thu 4.00pm Environment Committee Meeting in Staffroom 
August 2nd Sun 10.00am “Community Working Bee” 
August 3rd Mon 9.00am Hockey 7‟s @ Footscray Hockey Centre 
August 3rd Mon 7.30pm Education Committee in the Staffroom 
August 4th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
August 4th Tue 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover for rooms11/12 & 15 @ Scienceworks 
August 5th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
August 5th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
August 11th Tue 2.20pm CRE 
August 11th Tue 7.30pm Resources Meeting—Tony‟s Office 

Principalôs Report 

Did you know? You should be Proud! 
Two very affirming requests have been made of our school over the last week.  The first of these 

involved our school being one of 4 Metropolitan Primary Schools selected to participate in a 

visitation program by senior Education Department officials. We were selected for two reasons 

as a high performing school and as importantly , for our willingness to be involved in a rigorous 

full day program at MPW with 15 DEECD officials visiting classrooms to observe classroom 

maths lessons.  This day, August 5th is the culmination of a 4 day Institute held at the Hyatt in 

Melbourne for over 120 senior education officials.  Richard Elmore (Harvard) will  spend the 

previous three days exploring his latest work outlined in his book óInstructional Rounds in  

Educationô. We are going to participate in one of these rounds.  We hope to gain a lot from this 

visit. 

We are having a Community Working Bee on Sunday 2nd August at 9.00am to 12.00pm to keep 

improving our grounds and to make sure our school looks pristine for this visit. Please put this 

date in your diary. 

Secondly we were recently invited to participate in an OECD Centre for Educational Research 

Innovations (CERI) Innovative Learning Environments (ILE) project which focuses on how peo-

ple learn and under which conditions and dynamics. The project aims to inform educational re-

form by generating evidence and providing innovative concrete examples from the field.  

Moonee Ponds West Primary school has been selected as an example of one of these Innovative 

Learning Environments. 

We have a lot to be proud of! 

Enrolment Pressures 
If you have a sibling to start school in 2010 and live outside our neighbourhood zone, you must 

complete your childôs enrolment process by 21st August 2009 at the latest.  Failure to com-

plete this paperwork by the due date, may mean that your child misses out on a place at MPW.  

Our potential enrolment for 2010 will see very few students enrolled who live outside our imme-

diate zone. 

 

Parent Group Restartsé 
 

Come along and Enjoy the Information Sessions  
August 4 th  2009  

9.00am after ôdrop offõ in the meeting room 
All Welcome  

Bring the toddlers  
School Council report  

What is happening with the building project?  
òHow to read effectively with your childrenó 

Morning Tea  
Sounds great!  

Looking forward to seeing you there.  



 óKIDS DO MATTERô - STUDENT WELLBEING   

Itõs Not Ok To Be Away 
Term 3 ð Week 1  July 12th-17th-Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  
Explained Absences : 70days 
Unexplained Absences: 39 days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 
Total absences - 109 days . 
 

There is a fabulous South Australian website that has an enormous amount of information on Kids Health. The site is designed for 
kids to read. I have included a short sample from the page on coming to school which may be of interest. The page continues on 
with other ideas that families may like to have a look at. 
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=286&id=1450 

I don't want to go to school today 

Jenny Crowle  

Kate says: 

So, what if you don't want to go to school? Is 

it for one of the reasons we just talked about 

or do you just want to stay home?  

Well, everyone has days when they feel like 

that but unless you are really sick it is better 

to get ready, get to school and work out the 

best way to deal with your problems.  

If you don't they'll 

still be there when 

you do go to school. 

Our topic 'Problems 

at school' may help. 

Supporting childrenõs social and emotional learning ð More useful tips for families. 

Å Lead by example 

Parents and carers are important role models. Children learn how to behave by observing and imitating the behaviour of those around them, particularly 

adults. When you model positive ways of coping with strong feelings like anger, it helps children feel safe and shows them ways that they can manage 

strong feelings too.  

Å Give children choices 
To develop responsibility children need practice in making choices that are appropriate for their age and experience 
level. You can help children build decision making skills by encouraging them to explore options and helping them think 
through the reasons for their choices. Involving children in family decision making (that you are in charge of) helps them 
develop skills for responsible decision making and encourages cooperative family relationships.      
Next Week ð Part 3, Other useful tips. 

Some possibilities: Parent/carer says: ñIôm getting too angry. I need some time out to think about this.òParent/carer 

says: ñIôm feeling really tense. I need to take some deep breaths to calm down.òAdmitting to having difficult feelings is 

not a sign of weakness or failure. It sets a good example for children by showing them that everyone has difficult feel-

ings at times and that they are manageable.  

Tuning in to 

Teens:  

Complimen-

tary Parenting  

Program 

(Melbourne  

University) 

A note will go home to all fami-

lies of children in Year 6. If you 

are interested in the program 

please return the note to your 

classroom teacher or Jenny 

Crowle by Monday August 4. It 

is expected that there will be a 

demand for places so it recom-

mended that you register early 

to avoid disappointment.  

We are very fortunate to have been in-
vited to participate in a complimentary 
University of Melbourne Parenting pro-
gram that aims to help parents and chil-
dren prepare for the transition into adoles-
cence and high school. Tuning in to 
Teens is a six week parenting program 
run one evening a week for two hours. 
The program will help parents manage 
their own and their childôs emotions in 
ways that help families remain close and 
keep communicating.  

By learning these skills, families 
are less likely to have as much 
conflict and children are more 
likely to talk about the challeng-
ing issues they face. These are 
factors that have been found to 
reduce the risk for mental health 
and substance abuse problems. 

Everybody has days when they don't feel like doing something. 

Maybe  you may feel ill or really tired because you didn't have 

a good sleep. 

Maybe  you feel worried about something at home or at school.  

Maybe  someone is giving you a hard time at school.  

Maybe  you want to stay in your own house and forget about every-

where else.  

Maybe  the weather is too hot or too cold or too rainy and you don't 

want to go out in it.  



 

Education weekly  

MVIMP  
(Moonee Valley Instrumental Music Program) 

 

The MVIMP program is now taking Term 3 enrolments for 
children in Years    3 - 6. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
your child to learn a musical instrument in a small group at 
school.  
 

Instruments available include…. 
 

¶ Flute 

¶ Clarinet 

¶ Saxophone 

¶ Violin 

¶ Viola 

¶ Cello 

¶ Trumpet 

¶ Trombone 

¶ Bass Guitar 

¶ Percussion 
 

If you are interested in enrolling your child, please see 
Jane (Room 14) or Fiona (Room 4) to pick up a contract 

and find out about whatôs involved. 

Maths Home Tasks 
 

Lower Primary  
 

6.  Telling the Time  Encourage your child to use 

clocks around the house.  Point to where the long and the 

short hands are at specific times of the day, e.g. bedtime, 

going to school, when a favourite TV program is on, etc.  

Say, for example, ñWhen the long hand is on the 12 and the 

short hand is on the 8, itôs bedtime.ò  When you are asked, 

ñHow much longer is it going to be?ò, show your child where 

the hands on the clock will move to. 

Library News......  
  

A big thank-you to Rebecca Morrish & Janine Perks-Miller 
for all their help with the book covering. 
  

I would also like to thank Janine Perks-Miller & Rawana 
Coulson for their willingness to tackle the BIG JOB of  
sorting out the lost property and doing her best to keep it at 
a manageable level. Remember items can not be returned 
to their owners if they are not labelled. 
Parents take time this week to look through the lost 
 Property Area and re-claim your lost items. 
  

We are still looking for a parent who would be willing to 
help us sort through all the cords and equipment belonging 
to our Audio Visual collection. 
Michele & Claudia 

SPORTS NEWS 

Interschool Sport(Winter) 
Blue Võs Gold  
Bat Tennis- Blue won 41 games to 28 
Netball A- Blue won 14 goals to 7 
Netball B- Blue won 9 goals to 5 
Football- Blue won 7-7-49 to 0-6-6 
Athletics 
This Friday all Gr 4/5/6 children will start their trials for hurdles, 
800m, discus, shot put,  high, long & triple jump. The groups doing 
discus & 800m will walk to Maribyrnong Park for their events (see 
the sports notice board near the toilets for the groups & plan). 
 

State Cross Country 
Good luck to Lily Wardley & Jesse Hotchkin (both Rm 19) who will 
compete this Friday at Bundoora Park in the State Primary Schools 
Cross Country Championship. We hope you run like the wind & 
have a great time. 
 

Georgia Hopkins & State Hockey 
As we mentioned last term it was great to see Georgia Hopkins 
make it into the Victorian Primary Schools State Hockey team to 
play in Newcastle in August. There are obviously quite a few costs 
associated with this sort of trip. 
To assist Georgia we are advertising raffle tickets that she will be 
selling around the classrooms over the next couple of weeks. 
Tickets are $2 each with the following prizes: 1st Mitsubishi Lancer; 
2nd Family Holiday to Disneyland;  
3rd 50ô Plasma TV; 4th 50ò Plasma TV; 5th DVD Recorder. 
All great prizes & it would be great if we could really get behind 
Georgia & give her some support. 
 

Another hockey highlight was the article in The Herald Sun men-
tioning Moonee Ponds West as the primary school of Hockeyroos 
Sarah OôConnor & Georgia Nanscawen, both playing in last weekôs 
Champions Trophy in Sydney & finishing second to Argentina in a 
penalty shoot out.   
 

Phys. Ed. 
This term the P/1ôs are doing kicking & we would love some plastic 
drink bottles to practice on before we move on to balls. They can be 
left in the Gym. 
 

ôYou Can Do It Too!õ whole school incursion 
This Thursday Llynda Nairn, world class juggler, will perform for the 
whole school in two sessions then conduct a workshop for 25 Gr 4-
6 children who have chosen to become juggling mentors. 

YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER 
 

SCIENCEWORKS ï 28th, 29th July 

and 4th August, 2009. 
 

REMINDER to all parents participating in the Year 2 Sleepover 

that the Medication forms need to be completed and returned to 

us in the office no later than Thursday 23 July, 2009.  We have to 

pass some of this information along with numbers to  

Scienceworks as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Happy Campers. 



 

Education weekly continued  

SOUNDHOUSE SONGBLITZ 
 

Hereôs a chance for all of the mums out there, who 

have been thinking about doing something for 

themselves, to actually do it!  Singblitz is for busy 

women who like to sing ï beginners through to 

advanced. Singblitz is a 10 week course of fun-

filled, vocal performance classes with Sue OôBrien 

and Wendy Stapleton. 

The last session is a professional gig for family 

and friends ï we had 250 people at the Season 3 

performance and the girls were fantastic. Season 4 is coming up 

and classes are on Tues., Wed and Thurs nights ï yes Singblitz 

has grown.  Applications close Wed. July 22.  Like to know 

more, call Sue 0412 467 499 or email sue@soundhouse.com.au. 
 

 

GUITAR PERFORMANCES  

 

Children learning guitar with Simon Towers will do a short per-

formance in the school 

 library for other children in the school. 

On Monday July 27th, Prep to Grade 2  

children will perform. On Monday August 

3rd, Grades 3-6 children will perform. Both 

performances start at 1.00pm and finish before 

lunch. 

Parents and friends are wel-

come. 

School Council Report 
 

Another positive meeting was held on Monday night with the following points discussed:- 

 

¶ Moonee Ponds West seems to be the place to be with future enrolments placing pressure on our current ceiling.  

Donôt forget enrolments close on 21st August 2009.  You could miss out on a place if you live outside of our 

neighbourhood area if your applications arenôt received by this date. 

¶ A maintenance person/gardener, Greg Anderson has been appointed for 12 hours per week commencing 12 th August 

2009. 

¶ Landscaping of Jacks Paddock commenced yesterday. 

¶ Our application has been put in for Primary Schools for the 21st Century and we should hear if we have been  

successful in approximately 8-9 days. 

¶ 5/6 area has been Pebble finish concreted as has the Kypick Seating and Amphitheatre. 

¶ Regional Network Leaders Institute is having a 4 day conference at the Hyatt Melbourne 3rd-6th August and 15-20 of 

these educational leaders will be at our school on the 5th August.  We were selected due to our high performance 

within the Western Region, but more importantly we had the educational maturity to host such an event. 

¶ High Performing Principals Award  -  Tony leaves Australia on 5th September visiting schools in London, New York 

and Washington and returns 26th October.  Send us a postcard! 

¶ Thanks to those who filled in the Parent Group Survey ï an update will be presented to school council at the next 

meeting. 

¶ The Homework Policy and Student Wellbeing Policy were both endorsed. 

¶ Environment Committee is having a working bee on Sunday 2nd August.  Many hands make light work.  Please 

come along and keep the school looking immaculate. 

 

 

Narelle Busch 

School Councillor 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN NEED OF  

VOLUNTEER HOST FAMILIES.  

 
 

 

 

Have you ever considered introducing your own children 

to an older international sibling? 
 

World Education Program is looking for Volunteer Host 

Families for International Students arriving in February 

2010. 
 

Our Big Brothers & Big Sisters from France, Switzer-

land, Japan, Brazil, Italy, and Belgium are keen to start 

corresponding with a family they can call their own and 

learn about the place they will call home. 
 

If you would like more information on becoming a Host 

Family, please contact: 
 

Nikki Medwell  

Inbound Exchange Administrator 

World Education Program 
 

Ph:  (03) 9598 4733 

Fax:  (03) 9598 4233 

Toll Free: 1300 884 733 

Email:  nikkimedwell@wep.org.au 
 

An information pack can be sent on request. 
 

Itôs easier than you think & a fantastic experience for all! 



  

 

 

 
 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM P.E. ó 



 

 

 Friday 31st Monday 27th Thursday 30th Wednesday 29th Tuesday 28th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Free 
Choice 
Day 

Smiley 
Faces 

Hurray 
Watching 
 Movie 

Creative  
Shapes  
with Clay 

Making  
animals  
out of clay 

Dear Parents 
 
Please remember to inform OSHC Staff at 93757906 if there is any 
change regarding the bookings, cancellations, early pick up of your 
child.  It will reduce our worries of chasing around missing  
children. 
Thanks OSHC Team 

 
If anyone has any old 
shirts that could be 
used for Art and Craft 
smocks, we would love 
to have them. 
 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Happy Apple Greengrocer and Moonee Ponds West Primary School is inviting parents to be part of 

the ñA Happy Apple a Day promotionò 
 

Simply spend a minimum of $10 at the Happy Apple, present this voucher and you will receive a FREE 2kg 

bag of apples, itõs that simple! 
 

Leave your name, address and school your child attends to go into the draw to win one of 3 $50 shopping 

vouchers.  At the end of the promotion one participating school will win $250 worth of fruit for their  

 students.  
Conditions of use: one voucher per family Valid for redemption until 15 th August 2009.  Not to be used in conjunction with any other  

offer.  Photocopied vouchers will not be accepted.  

WIRE will be running a session on Family Dispute Resolution. 
 

This free information session will present a brief overview of Dispute Resolution Mediation for separating couples.  

Mediation involves an objective person facilitating discussions at a neutral venue. This process may be more likely to resolve 

matters in a way that maintains a productive relationship ς especially helpful where you will be co-parenting. 

Solicitor Lucy Padula will raise some points to assist you in best organising your matter prior to Family Dispute Resolution so 

that you have the best opportunity possible to attempt to resolve issues amicably with your spouse or partner.  This will in-

clude practical and legal issues. Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner Priscilla Zara will discuss the process leading to a ses-

sion as well as what occurs during a session. She will also give her perspective as to what may assist parties to resolve issues in 

sessions. 
 

Monday 3 August 

2-2:45pm 

FREE 

The Atrium, Level 5 

vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

210 Lonsdale Street  

Melbourne 3000 

 

PLACES LIMITED 

http://www.trybooking.com/BIW 

ph. 9921 0878 

inforequests@wire.org.au 

http://www.trybooking.com/BIW
mailto:inforequests@wire.org.au

