
  

Newsletter No: 20 

Wednesday  15th July 2009 

community CALENDAR 
 

July 20th Mon 7.30pm School Council In Tony‟s Office 
July 21st Tue 2.30pm CRE 
July 22nd Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
July 22nd Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
July 23rd Thu 10.00am to 1.30pm Whole school performance „You can do it‟ 
July 24th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 
July 24th Fri 9.00am State Cross Country 
July 28th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
July 28th Tue 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover for Rooms 13 & 16 @ Scienceworks 
July 29th Wed 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover  for Rooms 17 & 18@ Scienceworks  
July 30th Thu 4.00pm Environment Committee Meeting in Staffroom 
August 2nd Sun 10.00am “Community Working Bee” 
August 3rd Mon 9.00am Hockey 7‟s @ Footscray Hockey Centre 
August 3rd Mon 7.30pm Education Committee in the Staffroom 
August 4th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
August 4th Tue 6.30pm Grade 2 Sleepover for rooms11/12 & 15 @ Scienceworks 
August 5th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
August 5th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
 

Principal’s Report 
 

Welcome Back 

 
It is great to see everyone back at school after our June vacation and raring to go.  It did get quite 

trying towards the end of last term with many students and staff succumbing to the various bugs 

going around (including Swine Flu).  Hopefully we are past the worst of the weather (and the 

bugs) and can look forward to a ‗healthier term‘. 

Just a further reminder that school sickbays not the ideal place for a sick child. If they are not 

well, keep them at home! 
 

$3 Million Primary Schools for the 21
st
 Century 

 
We have been notified that we have been nominated by the State Government for the Round 3 

funding of this Economic Stimulus Package (Value -  $3 million).  A final decision from the 

Commonwealth is due next month.  Plans and costings have been agreed to and preparation 

work is progressing well.  This grant will see us build six purpose built ‗state of the art‘ class-

rooms to house the Grade 2/3 Team replacing the tired portables near the big Adventure.  Also 

Jane Bertoncello and Amy McLoughlin‘s classes will also be moved to this new learning envi-

ronment, with their current rooms eventually becoming part of a dedicated Music Performance 

space.  This major project will commence with the portables being temporarily moved to the 

Infant Courtyard in early September.  Construction will be complete by September 2010 

 

Eglinton Street 5/6 Learning Area 

 
This area is virtually complete with only the planting to be completed on a Community Working 

Bee on Sunday 2nd August.  Keep an eye out closer to the date to get further information. Work 

in Jacks Paddock will also commence soon.  By September/October 2009 we will have  

completed our schools total grounds master plan works. This has been an enormous task, but I 

am sure the wider community support the great work that has been undertaken. 

 

School Handyman/Gardener 

 
School Council have approved the employment of a School Handyman/Gardener for 12 hours 

per week to help us maintain the school excellent facilities (initially from July to Dec with possi-

ble extension into 2010).  If you know of any person (with the appropriate skills) who may be 

interested in this part-time position, let the Office know. 



 ‗KIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING  

Why It’s Not OK to Be Late to 

School 

Term 2 – Week 10      June  22nd –26th   Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  

Explained Absences : 195 days 

Unexplained Absences:71 days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences - 266 days . 

An ideal time for children to arrive at school is between 8.45 and 8.50 this allows them to calmly get ready for the school day. 

Children being late to school can have an effect on the teacher, other children in their class and themselves in the following 

ways. 

Latecomers 

 Miss out on talking to their class teacher before school. 

 Miss out on playing with other children before school. 

 Miss out on organisation time, for example getting their workbooks and pencil case from their tub and setting up 

their table for the day. 

 Miss out on hearing what‘s happening in the day. 

 Are often unsure about what they have to do in the lesson. 

 Can arrive in their classroom, find their class has moved and then waste time trying to locate the group. 

 Miss out on learning time. 

 Find learning can become disjointed and difficult. 

 Are not taking responsibility for their learning. 

 Distract other children when they arrive late. 

Jenny Crowle 

Supporting children’s 

social and emotional 

learning 

Suggestions for parents and carers 

Parents and carers have a critical role to play in guiding and supporting children’s social and 

emotional learning. Social and emotional skills develop with practice. Everyday situations  

present lots of opportunities for children to learn and practise skills for coping with emotions, 

 managing relationships and solving problems. You can help children build the skills they need 

by providing effective coaching. 

How you can help: 

• Encourage discussion of feelings 

Encourage children to talk about how they are feeling. Listen with empathy so they feel under-

stood. Help them see that feelings are normal, that it is important to understand them, and that 

understanding and talking about feelings helps you to manage them.  

• Support children’s confidence 

Help children identify and develop their strengths by encouraging them to have a go at things 

and find activities they enjoy. Praise their efforts, celebrate their successes and encourage 

them to keep trying and learning.  

• Provide opportunities to play with others 

Playing with other children provides practice in important social skills such as sharing, taking 

turns and cooperation. Help children develop their skills by praising their appropriate play be-

haviour, e.g. “I noticed how nicely you shared your toys. That made it fun for both of you.” 

Next Week – Part 2 Other useful tips.  

Evening parent information 
sessions 
The Resource and Learning 

Centre hosts regular evening 

parent information sessions. 

These are free of charge and 

are held on a Thursday evening 

between 6.30 and 

8.30pm.  Please note: Bookings 

are essential. To book contact 

Resource and Learning Centre, 

Level 1, 104 A/Beckett St,  

Melbourne, on (03) 9328 8953 

or email 

ralc@melbourne.vic.gov.au 

23 July 2009 - Andrew Fuller ‘Creating Resilient Families’ 

The Supper Room, Melbourne Town Hall 

10 September 2009 - Robyn Treyvaud ‘Internet Health and Safety’ 

Blue and White Room, The Multicultural Hub (opposite Victoria Market) 

15 October 2009 - Kathy Walker ‘Guiding Behaviour’ 

The Supper Room, Melbourne Town Hall 

19 November 2009 - Helen Wightman ‘Start Right, Eat Right’ 

Lady Huntingfield Children‘s Centre, North Melbourne 
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=17&pa=563&pg=3451 

mailto:ralc@melbourne.vic.gov.au
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=17&pa=563&pg=3451


 

Education weekly  

MVIMP  
(Moonee Valley Instrumental Music Program) 

 

The MVIMP program is now taking Term 3 enrolments for 
children in Years    3 - 6. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
your child to learn a musical instrument in a small group at 
school.  
 

Instruments available include…. 
 
 

 Flute 

 Clarinet 

 Saxophone 

 Violin 

 Viola 

 Cello 

 Trumpet 

 Trombone 

 Bass Guitar 

 Percussion 
 

 

 

If you are interested in enrolling your child, please see 
Jane (Room 14) or Fiona (Room 4) to pick up a contract 

and find out about whatôs involved. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Have you seen the veggie patch lately? It's looking great, 
thanks to the efforts of our wonderful community. 
The school and the gardens needs everyone's help. If you 
are able to spare an hour a month to do some upkeep 
of the garden, we need you. The school grounds are  
looking pretty good at the moment, but this does take 
some effort. 
There are several things that you can do to help maintain 
our grounds. Firstly, you could volunteer some of your time 
to do some low grade gardening with your family. You can 
also help by ensuring that you provide your child with a 
rubbish free lunch box (thank you to the families that  
already do this on a regular basis). 
Also, if you are using the schools facilities and you notice 
rubbish on the ground, it would be a big help if you could 
pick it up and dumping it appropriately. 
MPW is your school and it needs your help to keep it  
looking healthy and beautiful. If you are able to help out or 
would like to discuss this matter, please come and chat to 
Helen in room 9/10, she is always open to a good ole chat.  
 
Thanks from the Environment Committee. 

Maths Home Tasks 
Upper Primary 

5.  Best Buy  When out shopping, encourage your child to 

help work out what items are the best buy, e.g. is it cheaper 

to buy the 450mL bottle of shampoo at $6.98 or the 900mL 

bottle at $15.89?  Which of the two is better value? 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Interschool Sport(Winter) 
We will play Blue V’s Gold this Friday (footballers to walk to 
Maribyrnong Park). Good luck to both teams & enjoy the  
experience!  
Athletics 
This term athletics is our focus in interschool sport culminating in 
our District Athletics Sports on Friday September 4th at Aberfeldie 
Athletics track.  
Each Friday (starting next week) all Gr 4/5/6 children will try out for 
hurdles, 800m, discus, shot put,  high, long & triple jump. The 
groups doing discus & 800m will walk to Maribyrnong Park for their 
events (see the sports notice board near the toilets for the groups & 
plan). 
 

State Cross Country 
Good luck to Lily Wardley & Jesse Hotchkin (both Rm 19) who will 
compete next Friday at Bundoora Park in the State Primary Schools 
Cross Country Championship. We hope you run like the wind & 
have a great time. 
 

Georgia Hopkins & State Hockey 
As we mentioned last term it was great to see Georgia Hopkins 
make it into the Victorian Primary Schools State Hockey team to 
play in Newcastle in August. There are obviously quite a few costs 
associated with this sort of trip. 
To assist Georgia we are advertising raffle tickets that she will be 
 selling around the classrooms over the next couple of weeks. 
Tickets are $2 each with the following prizes: 1st Mitsubishi Lancer; 
2nd Family Holiday to Disneyland;  
3rd 50’ Plasma TV; 4th 50” Plasma TV; 5th DVD Recorder. 
All great prizes & it would be great if we could really get behind  
Georgia & give her some support. 
 

Phys. Ed. 
This term the P/1’s are doing kicking & we would love some plastic 
drink bottles to practice on before we move on to balls. They can be 
left in the Gym. 
 

Rebel Rebate 
Thank you to all of the families who have purchased goods from 
Rebel & mentioned the school. Due to that we were the No 1 school 
for the Highpoint store & received just over $700 in goods (lots of 
juggling balls for our circus unit!). By mentioning the school you 
receive a 5% discount. 
 

Tommy 
Thanks to the parents & children who fed Tommy over the holidays. 
Tommy would like to thank- Verna, Felix & Mahala; the Crook 
family; Julie, Ilmar & Olivia;  Marilyn & Alice & Amanda & Jarrod. 
Thanks also to anyone who called past & gave him a pat. I’m sure 
he’s glad to see us all back at school. 



 

 
  

  

  

 

Welcome to a very special term 3 in the library. During this 

term we will be having a number of special events.  

 Book Week August             The theme of book week is 

òBOOK SAFARIõ so you will see us transform the library into 

an exciting Jungle of books.  

 Visiting Authors  

 Book Fair  

 
 

Claw your way through a good book this 

term  
 

HELP!        HELP!        HELP!    
 

We need your help;  -  
 

 We are looking for a parent who could help us sort out our 

Audio Visual equipment; we have a number of cameras, video 

cameras and some recording equipment which needs to be 

tested and assessed if you can help us out in this area please 

see Claudia or Michele in the library.  

 Book Covering, any parent who is able to help with the 

book covering by taking home a few books to cover would be 

great.  

Lost Property, towards the end of last term Michele attempted 

to sort out and tidy up the huge amount of clothing left at 

school, any items with names on them were returned to the 

student however the majority of clothing was unnamed. We 

are looking for a parent/s that would be willing to keep the lost 

property area neat and return all named clothing to the stu-

dentõs classroom. 

 

The school has a system of putting all un -claimed school cloth-

ing up for sale. These items of clothing need to be washed and 

folded ready for re -sale. Many hands make light work so if you 

can help with this task it would be much appreciated.  

Did you know that second -hand school clothing can be  

purchased from the office for $2.00 per item.  

Education weekly continued  
 
 

 

    Chess Coaching    
 

         
         

            Have fun learning Chess!! 
 
    Where:     Moonee Ponds Primary School Library 

    When:      Tuesdays 3.30pm – 4.20pm 

                      21st July to 8th Sept 2009 

    Cost:         12% discount for Cash Payments - 

                      $75 Cash or $85 Cheque - per child. 

    Benefits:   Strategic thinking, improved self esteem, 

                      attention span in class, lateral thinking, 

                      team work, analytical skills. 

 

  We cater for all skill levels! Each week different les-

sons are taught & games are played. A trophy is 

awarded to the ―Best & Fairest‖ player, and a Silver 

badge to 2nd place and a Bronze badge to 3rd place at 

the end of term. To enrol your child please make pay-

ment (per child) of $75 cash or $85 cheque prior to 

Tuesday  21st July. Cheques made payable to ―Hooton 

Consulting Pty Ltd‖  

 

       For more information contact Phil from 

            Checkmate Chess Coaching on 

               9598 2006 or 0421 901 530 

                www.lifecoaches.com.au 

   

Forward this section with your payment to your 

school office. 

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

Child’s Full Name: ________________ 

Class: ______ 

School: __________________________ 

 

Payment Due:  Tuesday 21st July 2009    

 

$75 cash:        or    $85 cheque:      

SOUNDHOUSE 

Term 3 Soundhouse lessons begin this week.  Prep new enrolments, as 

well as any other children starting in Term 3, will receive a lesson this 

week. If you have submitted an enrolment form but changed your 

mind, please contact Sue O‘Brien on 0412 467 499 immediately as 

timetables will have to be adjusted. 

Guitar performances: 

Children learning guitar with Simon Towers will perform, in the li-

brary, for the rest of the children in the school. Prep/1/2 children, 

Monday, July 27 and Grades 3-6 children Monday, August 3rd.  Both 

performances will start at 1.00pm and finish before lunch.  Parents 

welcome.  Thank you 

http://www.lifecoaches.com.au


  

 

 

 
 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM 15 ó 

Thoughts from the children 

in Room 19 

about their topic learning.  

%H½R e¤f¤g 

What does it mean to belong?  
To have family love and have 

friends to play with. 
To be involved and included. 

To feel comfortable with the peo-
ple youõre with. 

To be part of a group and to fit 
in, to be treated like everyone 

else. 
To feel wanted, to have people 

who care for you. 

How can we make a difference? 
-) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÁÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÖÅÒÙ 
good education. 
- ) ÔÈÉÎË ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ )ȭÍ ÄÏÉÎÇȢ 
- This topic has made me realize that maybe I have bullied some    
people & now I will treat them better. 
- When I eat I will try not to waste food because some people are 
begging for that food. 
- I would like to go to Kenya and help all the kids, have a better 
life. 
- I will not judge people until I know them a lot. 
- I would like to sponsor a kid living in one of the most remote 
places in Australia. 
- I need to maybe think about getting to know my neighbours. 
- We should do a fundraising activity and donate to help others. 

Some snapshots of what the children learned 
* I have learnt not to take things for granted because there are people out there who don‘t have what I have, like clean 

water, a clean house, clean air, family, clothes & a nice, warm, comfortable bed. 

* I have learnt how to be a real person. A real person is someone who has a heart. 

* I‘m surprised that having a government is so important. Good governments protect the rights of people. 

* I have learnt how privileged I am to live in a house with a family and I feel like I want to help those who aren‘t as 

privileged as I am. 

* I learnt that most kids overseas don‘t have simple things that we do, e.g. shelter and good water. 

* I got inspired by Bec & her friend for going to Kenya and helping the kids in the orphanage education by building 

them a library full of books and computers. It will certainly make a difference. I want to be just like Bec and go over-

seas to help. 

* I learnt that people who try to help others usually have hardship but still try their best to help others and keep fami-

lies and kids safe from war, danger and other things that stop them enjoying life. 

* People all over the world are forced to go on treacherous journeys on boats to seek asylum because of things like 

war. 

* I learnt that lots of people don‘t have basic human rights, like shelter, home and sewerage. 

* I have learnt that humanitarians help people in other countries, eg. Princess Diana, Nelson Mandela & Elenor Roo-

sevelt.  Nelson Mandela was put in jail for 26 years because he stood up for people‘s rights. 

* I didn‘t know that children under the age of 15 sometimes have to go to war in other countries. 

* I learnt that the United Nations fights for people‘s rights, eg. They made children‘s rights. It makes me happy. 

* I learnt how kids can get bullied and it destroys their lives. 

* I never knew that some children are forced to work so they can buy food for their families and themselves. 

* I have learnt not to take things for granted & to respect what I get. I won‘t take things for granted because other 



 

 

 Friday 24th Monday 20th Thursday 23rd Wednesday 22nd Tuesday 21st 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Craft 
Night 

Moon 
Rocks 

Patterns  
With 
Hama Beads 

Dancing 
With 
Hoola Hoops 

Beads  
Jewellery 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Welcome back to the OSHC Program for Term 3 2009. Just a quick 
note to inform all families that bookings and cancellations can also 
be done by sending an email to oshc@campaustralia.com.au or by 
calling 8854100. 
Thanks 
The OSHC Team 

 
 
If anyone has any old 
shirts that could be 
used for Art & Craft 
smocks we would love 
to have them! 
 
 
Thanks OSHC Team 

KEILOR PARK BASKETBALL STADIUM TERM 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Happy Apple Greengrocer and Moonee Ponds West Primary School is inviting parents to be part of 

the ñA Happy Apple a Day promotion” 
 

Simply spend a minimum of $10 at the Happy Apple, present this voucher and you will receive a FREE 2kg 

bag of apples, itõs that simple! 
 

Leave your name, address and school your child attends to go into the draw to win one of 3 $50 shopping 

vouchers.  At the end of the promotion one participating school will win $250 worth of fruit for their  

 students.  
Conditions of use: one voucher per family Valid for redemption until 15 th August 2009.  Not to be used in conjunction with any other  

offer.  Photocopied vouchers will not be accepted.  

NETBALL 
New for Term 3 Net-Set-Go! 

Commencing Wednesday 22nd July 

4.15pm and 5pm 

8 week program aimed at 5-11 years old 

Rising Stars (11 and under) will be Thursday 

afternoons (excluding holidays) through the 

school terms. 

Games will commence @ 4.15pm 

Commencing Thursday 23rd July 

Rookie League (9 and under) will be on Monday afternoons 

(excluding holidays) through the school terms. 

Games will commence @ 4.15pm 

Commencing Monday 20th July 

BASKETBALL 
 

Rising Stars (11 and under) will be Thursday 

afternoons (excluding holidays) through the 

school terms. 

Games will commence @ 4.15pm 

Commencing Thursday 23rd July 

Rookie League (9 and under) will be on 

Monday afternoons (excluding holidays) 

through the school terms. 

Games will commence @ 4.15pm 

Commencing Monday 20th July 

Contact Keilor Basketball Stadium on 9336 3411 or 

ssvkeilor@stadiumsvic.net.au for more information 

ESSENDON COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE—13A WINGATE AVENUE ASCOT VALE 3032 

Essendon Community Legal centre provides free legal advice, information and referrals to people who live in the 

City of Moonee Valley. Ph 93767929. 

Appointments only: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10.00am-4.00pm 

Drop In Services: Monday 13a Wingate Avenue, Ascot Vale 6.30—8.30pm, Wednesday: Niddrie Community Hub, 

3-15 Matthews Avenue, Niddrie 3.00-5.00pm. Feel free to attend our drop in services and ask questions. 


