
 

Newsletter No: 04 

Wednesday  25th February 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

February 26th Thu 9.15am to 11.15am  Lorraine Wilson-”Your Child and Writing” 
February 26th Thu 7.00pm Environment Meeting—Staffroom 
February 27th Fri 9.00am “Clean Up Schools Day” 
March 2nd Mon 7.00pm 2/3 Team—Information Evening  in the Library 
March 3rd Tue 7.00pm 4/5/6 Team—Information Evening in Room 9/10 
March 4th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
March 4th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
March 9th Mon LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY— NO SCHOOL 
March 11th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
March 11th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
March 16th Mon 7.30pm School Council 

 

MARCH 22ND SUNDAY 11AM TO 6PM SCHOOL FETE 
  

PRINCIPAL‟S REPORT 
 

„It is not OK to be away‟ 
 

I cannot stress enough how important it is to have your children at school as often as possible.  
By looking at our 2008 student attendance data, we can see that we certainly could do much 
better in 2009. In 2008 with a school population of 454 students we had: 

Only 15 students who attended school on each of the 193 possible school days; 
A total of 5383 student absence days, with over 1962 of these going unexplained by parents; 
254 students had less that 10 days off during the year (one day a month) 
45 students (10% of the students) had between 20 and 30 days off (one day a fortnight) 
31 students had between 35 days and 60 days off (one day a week) 

 

One can easily see that we could improve our student results if the level of attendance is  
improved.  It is incredibly difficult for a student to stay connected to their teacher and peers if they 
are away on average a day a week.  In many cases the students that are falling behind are the 
ones that are least at school. 
 

The second area that is very concerning is the trend for families at MPW to bring their children to 
school for only part of the day.  In 2008 we had 1755 students arrive after 9.15am (I would not 
like to count those that arrived between 9.00am and 9.15am). Another 1149 students left school 
before the end of the school day.  Quite often these were the same students. 
 

We ask parents to have your child at school every day that they are well enough to come.  We 
also ask you to have your child at school at 8.45am to allow them to settle into class routines 
before the bell goes at 9.00am. All teachers are on duty at this time.   Instruction starts at 
9.00am.  You can imagine if a teacher waits to get all students here before starting teaching (say 
9.15am,) over a full school year, your child’s class would have 48 hours less teacher instruction. 
 

Finally if your child is absent, we need a note to confirm the reason for this absence.  Remember 
any students arriving late to school or leaving early, the parents need to report to the office to get 
a Late Pass/Early Release Pass. We will be making contact with parents where student 
attendance patterns are less than desirable. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS  
 

Information evenings for the 2/3 Team and the 4/5/6 Team will be held on: 
 Monday  2nd March (2/3 team) will be held in the Library  
 Tuesday 3rd March (4/5/6) will be held in Room 9/10 Eglinton St. Building 
 

The Information Evenings will be held in the at 7.00pm  and will conclude at 8.00pm. On this night  the  
Individual Rights and Responsibilities that were developed by the children will be given to families, along 
with information such as Timetables. Please fill in any questions on the letter sent home with your child and 
return this ASAP. 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Kim, Lisa, Amy P Laureen, Kylie and Amy M (2/3 Team) 
Helen, Vicki, Robyn, Ryan, Jane, Di, and Jodie (4/5/6 Team) 



Friday Mornings Parent Helpers  
Every Friday Morning in the Conference\Staff Room 

9am–10am 
Please don’t be shy, you can come once, fortnightly or every week, 

the choice is yours. Every task completed lessens the burden on our 
teachers, which ultimately helps our children.  It is a great way to get 
involved and meet other parents in a social setting.  Ideal if you have 

pre school children as we don’t work directly in the classroom and 
there are toys and children’s DVDs  

available. 
The types of work available are: book mending, sorting, labelling, 

binding, photocoping, laminating typing etc. 
 If you have any queries ph Teri Crook 9370 1587 / 0411 530706, 
(or I can be found somewhere between rooms 14 and 16 before 

or after school). 
Thank you and looking forward to seeing you Friday,  

Teri!  

THANK YOU 

Thank you so much to all the wonderful MPW families who 

searched through toy boxes, cupboards, garages and  

warehouses, and donated goods to our friends who lost their 

home in the bushfire at Flowerdale, and thanks to the many  

others who also offered to help.  

 Your generosity was overwhelming.  

 Well done! 

 

Leanne, Ben Natalie and Joanna Pouw 



 
 

Thanks to everyone’s generosity and 

 gracious donations , Friday’s cake stall 

raised $171.20 for the Victorian. Bushfire  

Appeal 2009. Thanks again. 
 



 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

District Swimming Carnival- today 
Report in next week’s newsletter. 
 
 

Rotational Sport (16 teams playing 8 sports each 
Friday with a points system for winning, sporting 
attitude & teamwork) 
We had our second round on Friday with each team 
playing 3 matches.  
This week ‘We’re Not Barbies’ were the only team to 
win all of their matches. ‘Indestructible Potatoes’, 
‘Crazy Cassowaries’ & ‘Kickin’ Chicken’ are still 
leading on 18 points each. We will play another 3 
games this Friday. 
 

Fun Run 
Each year our school has a whole school Fun Run. 
We need lots of parental assistance to make it safe 
for our children. The proposed date is Wednesday 
June 3rd (am) so put it in your diary now. More  
information will be in the newsletter next term. 
 

The Challenge is on! 
Registrations are now open for the 2009 Premier’s 
Active Families Challenge!  
Register in the Challenge and you will receive 15 
free family visits to your local YMCA and 15 per cent 
off at Rebel Sport stores. Complete 30 minutes of 
activity a day for 30 days between 8 March and 19 
April for the chance to win some fantastic prizes! 
Challenge ambassadors, including AFL champ 
Glenn Archer, celebrity chef Luke Mangan and 
'super gran' Viv Brophy, will be joining in to inspire 
participants and offer handy tips along the way.  
The Premier’s Active Families Challenge is easy, 
fun, free and a great way to be healthy and active 
with your family so register now!    

MPW’S Mum’s Netball debuted on Thursday 19th  

February at Tullamarine Action Indoor Sports. 
We put in a gallant effort going down 17 to 15.  We still 

need more players. 3 of our team were last minute  
fill-ins. 

Interested mums need to be available Thursday  

mornings—no experience necessary. 
Please call Jacki on 0402 358888. 

MPW NETBALL NEEDS YOU!! 

Education Maintenance Allowance 
Last days applications close this Friday 27th 
February. 
NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE  
ACCEPTED 

NEWSXPRESS SCHOOL LOYALTY PROGRAM!!!!! 
 

 

Do you shop at the local News Xpress at 208 Union Road, Ascot Vale? 

If so, would you like to help the school whilst shopping? 

News Xpress will donate 5% of every dollar spent in their store back to our school simply 

by showing them the MPW school loyalty card. 

If you are interested in participating, loyalty cards are available from the office. 

 

Thanks Claudia and Michelle 
 

http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/Premiers_Active_Families_Challenge?Open
http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/Premiers_Active_Families_Challenge?Open
http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/PAFC_register?Open


 

 Friday 6th Monday 2nd Thursday 5th Wednesday 4th Tuesday 3rd 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
“Highlights”  

Puzzles &  
Board  
Games 

Bugs &  
Beetles 
Activity 

Multi Sport  
Program 

Hip Hop  
Dancing 

Bugs &  
Beetles 
  cont. 

 
Dear Parents 
Please remember to inform OSHC Staff at 9375 7906 if you make 
any changes to the booking of your child. 
 
Thanks 
Nidhi & The OSHC Staff 

 

Any DRY FOOD 
donations for Tommy 
would be greatly  
appreciated! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls become more confident and have fun as they learn singing, 

dancing and performing. 

 

The Australian Girls Choir and The Australian Girls Dance are 

offering complimentary tryout classes. If you would like more 

information please ring 98596499 or go to 

www.ausgirlsdance.com.au or www.ausgirlschoir.com.au  
 

Flyers are available from the Office. 

 

RING HOME A BROTHER OR  
A In July 2009, students, aged 15 – 18 years, from over 

15 countries will be arriving in Australia to study at local 
schools for 5 or 10 months.  Opportunities exist to act as a 
host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity.  Hosting can be 

on a temporary, short or long term basis. 
 

Host families help provide our students with the chance to 
study and experience life in Australia.  This is a great way 
to learn about another country and culture, establish a 
lifelong link to a family in another country and contribute to 
international goodwill.  If your family can offer a friendly, 
supportive and caring home environment, contact us to-
day. 

 

To learn more about this opportunity call Student 
 Exchange Australia on 1300 135 331 

or visit our website: www.studentexchange.org.au 

  

http://www.studentexchange.org.au/


CRAFT STALL  
 

If you are a ñCrafty Personò we would love you to make some handcrafted items to sell on our craft stall. 
So whatever your passion, get busy and we will  be very grateful for your time and effort. 
Deborah Jones (I can be found around Room 20 after school)  

MPW Fete Sunday March 22nd!  
Only THREE weeks away. 

 

Stall Rosters 
Each classroom has now been allocated a stall to run on Fete day. Parents 

will be responsible for this by volunteering for an hour or two. This requires 

no experience and is a great way to participate, and for you and your chil-

dren to enjoy the day. We promise it is very easy and good fun. The rosters 

are on display in each room with a small comment on what is required. 

Please put your name and a contact number next to the time you are avail-

able. Please ensure that you & your partner only volunteer at the same time 

if you have alternative arrangements for your small children. We are very 

keen to take all offers of assistance and have in the past found it hard when 

we have two volunteers but only one is able to attend due to child care com-

mitments.   

If you have an interest or responsibility for another stall 

please just volunteer there you are not required to do 

both, unless you wish! 
RIDE TICKETS: 
Pre purchased ride passes are now available from the office at a cost of $25 

each. This includes one free sausage and one free drink on the day, and entitles 

you to limitless rides on: 

Haunted House Slide 

Giraffe Castle 

Crocodile Obstacle Slide 

 

Chair O Plane 

Dual Lane Bungee Fun Run 

Inflatable Surf Rider 

Animal Farm 

The Bungee Tramps, Harley rides and Pony rides tickets will be sold separately on Fete day from the ñticket rotundaò. Please 

remember ride tickets must be exchanged for a wrist band on the day at the ñticket rotundaò. 

Parents and students must note that the rides are only from 11am till 5pm (ponies from 12-4pm).To get real value for money 

it is advised that you please pre purchase from the office or early on the day to ensure the ride pass/ wrist band can be used mul-

tiple times. 

NB - Individual ride tickets will be available on the day 

THEME BOXES: 
The THEME BOXES remain in your childôs class room. Thankyou to all those who have already donated your generosity is 

greatly appreciated. If you are struggling with ideas please ask the teacher or one of us to assist. 

Soft Drink/ Water and Lolly Drive!  This will be continuing right up until late in the last week so please consider 

this when you are next out shopping. We have already received some donations, so thankyou for your generosity.  

CDôS AND DVDôS 
We will not be running the BOOKS & TOY stall this year. But any donations of CDôs and DVDôs would be greatly ap-

preciated and can be left at the office. 

WANTED: 
Eskies are needed for keeping drinks cool on the day. 

Market Umbrellas and stands for keeping the sun at bay! 

Please label and leave at the Office. 

We do not expect everybody to do everything. Please just consider what you can and know 

that all efforts big or small are greatly appreciated. 
We are always happy to assist with any queries and can be easily contacted through the office. 
 

 

WE WILL BE HAVING A FETE MEETING ON MONDAY MARCH 2ND AFTER 3.30PM IN THE 

CONFERENCE ROOM. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! WE WOULD LOVE TO ASSIST WITH 

ANY QUERIES OR HEAR ANY IDEAôS SUFGGESTIONS! HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!! 

Room 

No. 

STALL 

1/2 Sushi 

3 Lollies 

 4 Cake 

5 Plaster/painting 

6 Harley Rides 

7 Kids Rock Café 

8 Kids Rock Café 

9/10/ 17 BBQ Tent 

11/12/1

3 

Fairy Floss/Popcorn/ 
Slushies/Hot Dogs 

14 CDôs/DVDôs 

15 Lucky Dips (Mystery Bottles) 

16 Plants 

18 Tattoos/  Show Bags 

19 Spinning Wheel 

20 Drinks 


