
 

Newsletter No: 03 

Wednesday  18th February 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

February 19th Thu 7.00pm  Junior Team Information Evening in the Library 
February 23rd Mon 9.00am PREPS 3.30pm finish begins 

February 25th Wed 9.30am District Swimming Carnival @ Queens Park Pool 
February 26th Thu 9.15am to 11.15am  Lorraine Wilson-”Your Child and Writing” 
February 26th Thu 7.00pm Environment Meeting—Staffroom 
February 27th Fri 9.00am “Clean Up Schools Day” 
March 2nd Mon 7.00pm 2/3 team—Information Evening  in the Library 
March 9th Mon LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY— NO SCHOOL 

 

MARCH 22ND SUNDAY 11AM TO 6PM SCHOOL FETE 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Jeff Wilson 

As many of you are already aware Jeff will not be teaching at Moonee Ponds West this year.  In 

the last week of the Christmas holidays Jeff accepted a short term position as a WMR Literacy 

Coach. We obviously wish Jeff well in this very important role, but obviously look forward to his 

return to MPW.  We were fortunate to be able to offer his position at MPW to Amy McLoughlin, 

who has settled into her new role at MPW seamlessly.  If you see her in the yard please make her 

welcome. 

Jane Bertoncello, supported by Fiona McKenzie has taken over Jeff’s MVIMP coordination role, 

so if you have any MVIMP music related questions direct them to Jane and Fiona in Jeff’s ab-

sence. 

Major School Projects 

We have recently signed an agreement with the Commonwealth Government ($50000) that will 

see 36 solar panels (Total 6kW) installed on the Eglinton Street building roof.  This project is 

also being supported by a $15000 grant from the State Government.  This installation is sufficient 

at times during the year to generate excess power back to the supply grid. Keep an eye out for 

this exciting project to start. 

The Eglinton Street Garden development is also underway.  The work being undertaken is to 

build a series of raised garden beds, planting of a number of shade trees, installation of 4 seating 

areas, all being complimented by Tuscan topping paths.  This should give access to this area for 

students as well as a new entrance for rooms 10/11 and Room 7.  This work should be finished in 

a few weeks. 

Oval Synthetic Resurfacing 

School Council has confirmed that with the amazing support of the school community, this pro-

ject will be completed as planned.  With a third of all families paying their School Levies in the 

first week, we have also received donations in excess of $8000 towards this specific project.  We 

are on our way to our $20000 target.  We also have a grant application in place to help with this 

project.  Once the final specifications of this project are completed and a successful tenderer is 

appointed, work should commence in early term 2. 

School Injuries and Insurance 

 

Parents and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical 

treatment for injured students, including any transport costs.  Most medical 

costs will be refundable by Medicare.  If you are a member of an ambulance or 

health insurance fund, you may also be able to claim transport or other ex-

penses from the fund. 

The Department of Education and Training does not hold  

accident insurance for school students.   
Is other insurance cover available? 

Yes.   

The Department is aware of two insurers, JUA Underwriting Agency Pty Ltd 

and Willis Australia Ltd, that provide accident insurance policies for stu-

dents.  These policies provide specific benefits for students who are injured in 

accidents for a reasonably low cost.  Other insurers may also do so. 



Friday Mornings Parent Helpers  
Every Friday Morning in the Conference\Staff Room 

9am–10am 
Please don’t be shy, you can come once, fortnightly or every week, the choice is 

yours. Every task completed lessens the burden on our teachers, which ulti-
mately helps our children.  It is a great way to get involved and meet other par-
ents in a social setting.  Ideal if you have pre school children as we don’t work 

directly in the classroom and there are toys and children’s DVDs available. 
  

The types of work available are: book mending, sorting, labelling, binding, 
photocoping, laminating typing etc. 

 If you have any queries ph Teri Crook 9370 1587 / 0411 530706, (or I can be 
found somewhere between rooms 14 and 16 before or after school). 

Thank you and looking forward to seeing you Friday,  

 
 

Help those touched by the bush fires 

Buy Cakes on Friday the 20th at 1.30pm   

Outside Room 11/12         

Honey Joys, Toffees, Chocolate truffles, 

cupcakes, popcorn etc. Nothing over $1 

 

 

Council Meeting 16th February 2009 

The first council meeting for 2009 held on Monday 16th February was well attended by all councillors. Highlights of the meeting 

were. 

Council elections - process is underway with nominations closure on 18/2/09. 

Council challenges for 2009 – Sub committees will be asked to set some tangible targets to maintain focus on areas of improve-

ment for the school. We will be looking to increase transparency and share with the school community areas of achievement 

during the course of the year. Following on from Fiona Kenna’s hard work over the last 2 years, council is looking for sug-

gestions to improve parent involvement in the Parent Group Subcommittee where some revitalisation is needed. Education 

Committee is expected to be well supported this year with Jenny Crowle coordinating a number of new initiatives. 

Resources Committee – Council reviewed the Resources Committee report and were directed to a few key items. 

There has been good support from parent donations during this year’s enrolment and this has provided a good start to the  

Library fund, the Education fund and the Oval Resurfacing fund. 

Council endorsed 2 policies; 

An amendment to the banking policy. 

A new policy to deal with internet banking procedures. 

There was additional discussion around the Rudd Governments school grant scheme as part of the economic stimulus pack-

age. Based on size criteria Moonee Ponds West is eligible for up to $3M dollars. Council is seeking ideas for determining 

the best possible use of these funds. Remembering the funding must be concerning new or renewed infrastructure. It is im-

portant to formulate the best ideas as quickly as possible to begin the application process. Early action will place the school 

in the best position to receive the proposed grants. Parents are encouraged to submit all ideas to Tony over the next few 

weeks. 

Western Region Blueprint – We viewed a 10 minute video that outlined the Western School Regions strategy to improve 

numeracy and literacy. There is a concerted effort being placed to improve this regions performance over the next few years 

through new leadership. An ambitious target has been set to improve student results for the Region in 2009 by 10%. 

Annual Implementation Plan – This is the annual plan that supports the 4 year strategic plan. Council had the opportunity 

to review the plan in detail. The plan is nearing completion and represents the culmination of data inputs from student sur-

veys, parent surveys and student testing during the course of last year as well as building on the targets set in the 4 year 

plan. Some minor revisions are required and release is expected in March this year. 

Steve McRae 

SPORTS NEWS 

District Swimming Carnival 
Our school will be entering the District Swimming Sports on Wednesday February 25th at Queens Park 
Pool. Good luck to all 31 children who will be swimming on the day. Don’t forget to be at school by 8.40am 
to catch the bus. Parents are welcome at the pool to cheer our children on. 
Rotational Sport (16 teams playing 8 sports each Friday with a points system for winning, sporting attitude 
& teamwork) 
We had our first round on Friday with each team playing 2 matches. Everyone had a great time & Jodie & 
Helen haven’t stopped laughing! 
So far these teams are undefeated on 8 points- ‘Indestructible Potatoes’, ‘Crazy Cassowaries’ & ‘Kickin’ 
Chicken’ (must be something in the names!). 
There is only 4 points between first & last so it looks like we are in for a close competition. 
The Challenge is on! 
Registrations are now open for the 2009 Premier’s Active Families Challenge!  
Register in the Challenge and you will receive 15 free family visits to your local YMCA and 15 per cent off at 
Rebel Sport stores. Complete 30 minutes of activity a day for 30 days between 8 March and 19 April for the 
chance to win some fantastic prizes! 
Challenge ambassadors, including AFL champ Glenn Archer, celebrity chef Luke Mangan and 'super gran' 
Viv Brophy, will be joining in to inspire participants and offer handy tips along the way.  
The Premier’s Active Families Challenge is easy, fun, free and a great way to be healthy and active with 
your family so register now!    

http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/Premiers_Active_Families_Challenge?Open
http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/PAFC_register?Open


 

 Friday 27th Monday 23rd Thursday 26th Wednesday 25th Tuesday 24th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
“Highlights”  

Honey 
Joys 

Mirror 
Crafts 

Come & 
\Make 
Bracelets 

Fun 
With 
Plasticine 

Mirror 
Crafts 
(Cont) 

Dear Parents 
 
OSHC Program would greatly appreciate donations of old shirts for 
children’s painting activities. 
Thanks 
Nidhi & The OSHC Team 

 

Any food  
donations for Tommy 
would be greatly  
appreciated! 
 

WANTED 

2 players wanted for Rebels Netball Team Under 13’s. 

We are looking for 2 players with netball experience to play on 

Saturday mornings indoor at the State Netball Centre 10.10am 

each week. 

We train on Friday nights from 4.30—5.30pm at the State  

 Netball Centre each week. 

You must still be 13 or under as at 31st December 2009. 

If anyone is interested please contact Julie Dwyer  

0423 029319. 

This season commences this Saturday 21st February 2009 

LOST 

A little white puffer fish on the playground 

OR Tiger Turf. If found please return to 

Felix in Room11/12 

LOST 

Small soft ―FOX’. Lost on Tuesday 17th  

February. If found please return to Felix in Room 

11/12. This is a very special item. 

Parkville Netball Competition offer Nets Set GO!  
Programs for children aged 5 to 10 years giving  
the best possible learning and playing  
experience to develop a positive introduction  
to netball.  
Next Course Starts:  
Saturday mornings 2009 or  
Thursday afternoon’s 2009.  
Location – State Netball Hockey Centre  
10 Bren’s Drive, PARKVILLE  
Be Quick Limited Spots Available.  
For further information email;  
Jody.dawton@netballvic.com.au or call  
Jody 8379 4259  

 

 



FETE PLANT STALL 

 

The Fete Committee require a volunteer to organise and run the Plant stall at this years Fete.  

If you are able to do this please see Jacinta or Shelley from the Fete Committee 

MPW Fete Sunday March 22nd! 
Only four weeks away. 

THEME BOXES: 
 

The THEME BOXES are now in your child's class room. We rely on your  

generous donations to enable us to arrange gift baskets as spinning wheel prizes. 

Please raid your cupboards or look out for those specials. 

RIDE TICKETS: 
 

Next week Pre purchased ride passes will be available from the office at a cost 

of $25 each. This also includes one free sausage and one free drink on the day. 

 

Ride pass/wrist band entitle you to limitless rides on: 

Haunted House Slide 

Giraffe Castle 

Crocodile Obstacle Slide 

Chair O Plane 

Dual Lane Bungee Fun Run 

Inflatable Surf Rider 

Animal Farm 

This does not include the Bungee Tramps, Harley rides and Pony rides! These are 

individual ticketed items only available on the day from the ―ticket rotunda‖. 

 

Parents and students must note that only pre purchased ride passes entitle the 

child to one free sausage and one free drink. It should also be noted that the rides 

are only from 11am till 5pm (ponies from 12-4pm).To get real value for money it 

is advised that you please pre purchase from the office or early on the day to en-

sure the ride pass can be used multiple times. 

NB - Individual ride tickets will be available on the day 

 

Soft Drink/ Water and Lolly Drive! This is a great way to 

 decrease our costs and raise funds. We are hoping families when they are  

shopping could include a bag of soft lollies (no chocolate) or some cans of 

drink/bottled water etc and donate these. Please drop these off outside the 

office. 

CDôS AND DVDôS 
We will not be running the BOOKS & TOY stall this year. But any donations of CDôs and DVDôs would be greatly  

appreciated and can be left at the office. 

WANTED: 
Eskies are needed for keeping drinks cool on the day. 

Market Umbrellas and stands for keeping the sun at bay! 

Please label and leave at the Office. 

Stall Rosters 
Each classroom will be allocated a stall to run on Fete day. Parents will be responsible for this by volunteering for an 

hour or two. This requires no experience and is a great way to participate, and for you and your children to enjoy the 

day. We promise it is very easy and good fun. These will be out next week.   

We do not expect everybody to do everything. Please just consider what you can and 

know that all efforts big or small are greatly appreciated. 
We are always happy to assist with any queries and can be easily contacted through the office. 

 

Shelley Anderson, Jacinta McIntosh and Sharon Cutrale. 

Fundraising Committee. 
 

Room 

No. 

Theme 

1/2 Art & Craft 

3 Bathroom 

 4 Kitchen 

5 Pets 

6 Garden 

7 Handyman 

8 Games 

9/10 Scrapbook 

11/12 Gourmet 

13 Sport 

14 Art & Craft 

15 Tea/Coffee/ 
Chocolates 

16 Pamper 

17 Car 

18 Stationary 

19 Outdoor Entertaining 

20 Candles/Aromatherapy 



Your Child & Writing 
Guest Speaker: Lorraine Wilson 

I will /will not be attending the session on writing on Thursday 26
th

 February 2009 (please indicate)  
 
Name: _______________________________________ (please print) 
 
Child’s name & room no: _______________________________________________________________ 

Your Child & Writing. 
Guest Speaker Lorraine Wilson 

Author and Educational Consultant 
An Event Not To Be Missed! 

The response to Lorraine Wilsonôs talk about Reading was wonderful. Many parents made comment on how  
beneficial they found the talk and how great Lorraine is at presenting. 
Next Thursday 26th February at 9.15 am Lorraine will be talking about Writing and your child. If you have not 
 indicated you would like to attend and will be coming along, please let us know before the day.  
This way we can have the room set up that best suits everyone. 
 

Lorraine read aloud her poem about reading and there was a request from parents to place it in the newsletter. So 
here it is: 

Read to Live 
They say, 

We are what we eat. 
I say we are what we read. 

Think for a moment. 
List all you have read this past week. 

 Your list tells about 
 Your work 
 Your home 
 Your family 
 Your friends 
 Your worries 
 Your dreams 
 Your hobbies 
 Your passions 

 Your compassion. 
Your list tells about you. 

I say, we are what we read. 
We read to live. 

LORRAINE WILSON 
 

 

BUSH FIRE APPEAL FUNDRAISER HELD LAST FRIDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 

Below are photos taken during the Fundraising for the Bush Fire Appeal. The children of Moonee Ponds 

West raised a total of $1719.95. What a great effort. 

 


