Newsletter No: 02

Wednesday 11th February 2009
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I community CALENDAR i
1 1
1 February 12th Thu Rms1/2/3/4/5/6 & 11/12 Interviews 1
1 February 16th Mon 7.30pm School Council 1
February 17th Tue 9.15am—11.15am Lorraine Wilson - “Your Child and Reading”” 1
February 18th Wed 9.30 am Exc to Aust Centre for Contemporary Art Rms8/9/10/13/17/20 |
February 19th Thu 7.00pm Junior Team Information Evening in the Library 1
February 23rd Mon 9.00am PREPS 3.30pm finish begins 1
February 25th Wed 9.30am District Swimming Carnival @ Queens Park Pool 1
February 26th Thu 9.15am to 11.15am Lorraine Wilson-"Your Child and Writing” 1
February 26th Thu 7.00pm Environment Meeting—Staffroom 1
February 27th Fri 9.00am “Clean Up Schools Day” 1
March 2nd Mon 7.00pm 2/3 team—Information Evening in the Library 1
March 9th Mon LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY— NO SCHOOL 1

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

Bushfire Appeal

| am sure our community parents, staff and students, will join with me in supporting this appeal. We have all
heard and read the many horrific stories in the local press and on TV, in fact many in our community have
personally been touched directly by this tragedy. As a community we need to do what we can to support
our fellow Victorians. Junior School Council has chosen to run their own fundraiser this Friday. They are
asking fellow students, parents and staff to bring along coin (s) to make the longest line of coins our com-
munity possibly can. This money will then be donated to the Victorian Education Department Bushfire Ap-
peal to support families of students who have been less fortunate than ours. Please support this worthy
charity.

School Council Elections
Just a reminder that the 2009 School Council election process commences with nominations being ac-
cepted up until Wednesday next week. The timeline is as follows:

Nomination forms available from the office: Wednesday 11t February
Nominations close at 4.00pm on Wednesday 18t February
If an Election is required, ballots will be distributed on Monday 2nd March
If an Election is required, ballots will close at 4.00pm on Tuesday 9th March
Election results will be confirmed at 7.00pm on Monday 17t March

Voluntary Contributions

A huge thank you to the families who in our first week back at school, have already supported our School
Levy program. Itis also heartening to see the vast number of families who have also supported the special
request to help partly fund the Tiger Turf installation. At this very early stage we are on target to raise the
funds required to complete this project in Term 2 this year. School Council plan to fund this project in the
following way:

Total fundraising 2008 (Actual) $37000
Fundraising 2009 (Projected) $30000
Family Donations to B/F $18000
School Council Contribution $30000
Total to complete the oval $115,000

School Council has also asked me to explain where our School Levy money goes once donations
are made.

All Classroom Levies ($70) go directly into your child’s classroom budget to purchase the teaching consumables
that our children need. These are the extra things that go some way into making our classrooms as vibrant
as they are today.

The ICT levy ($35) goes towards covering the consumables our students use in their day to day program. These
items include Internet access, printing costs, software etc. In the meantime School Council is funding an-
other $40000 injection into the ICT hardware budget to meet out target of student laptops in all classrooms
by April this year.

The Excursion Levy ($65)covers the majority of the costs associated with the teams excursion / incursion pro-
grams. Some funding comes from Team budgets.

The Library Fund donations ($50) are placed directly in a separate Library Fund account that can only be used
to supplement the school library budget. It can be used to purchase books, furniture and other library related
requisites.

The Building Fund donations also go into a separate account that can also only be used on facilities related
improvements. The first component goes directly towards maintaining our schools fabulous facilities. The
second component, is a special request for 2009 to go towards our completion of the oval works.

Both the Library Fund and the Building Fund have tax office approved status to allow families to claim a tax
deduction for all donations over $2.




NEWS FROM CREATIVE ARTS

On Wednesday February 18 several grades will be attending an art exhibition at the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art,
111 Sturt Street, South Melbourne. The exhibition is by 2 Swiss artists Gerda Steniner and Jorg Lenzlinger entitled the Water-
hole. The artists have created an ecological fantasy-world in ACCA’s main gallery. The 2 artists who have collaborated since
1997, bring together made and found objects to create extravagant, magical installations that are full of allegory and beauty.

The grades who will be attending are: Kim's 2/3 room 17, Amy M's 2/3 room 13. They will be picked up at the school at
9.30am by bus and will return by 10.50 am Teachers attending are Sue & Diana.

The second group attending are Vicki and Helen's 4/5/6 room 9/10Children will picked up at the school at 11.30 and return by

12.50 pm Teachers attending Sue & Jan.

The third group is Jodie's grade 4/5/6 room 20 and Ryan's grade 4/5/6room 8. Children will be picked up by bus at 2.00pm and

return by 3.20pm Teachers attending are Sue & Jan.

For the 3 separate sessions we will need at least one adult to attend with us to accompany the children. Parents will need to have
had a “Working with Children” check. If you are able to assist can you please see Sue in Creative arts

For further info on the exhibition please see: www.accaonline.org.au

Originally we did intend to take Adele and Michael's grade prep/1/2 but we thought it might be a little early for the preps to head
off on an excursion with only a couple of weeks experience attending school. Sorry if we have disappointed you.

For families who may like to take their children over the weekend or outside school hours the exhibition is free and will be dis-

played at the ACCA until March 1.
Any more info - see Sue

SPORTS NEWS

o
Swimming Trials @

Our school will be entering the District Swimming Sports on Wednesday
February 25t at Queens Park Pool. To choose a team we conducted our own
swimming trials last Friday. We had 56 children swim & some real fish amongst
them! Results are on the Sports board (outside the toilets). Thanks to all of the
parents who walked with us & assisted at the pool.

For the rest of Term 1 all the children in Gr 4-6 will be involved in Rotational
Sport (16 teams playing 8 sports each Friday with a points system for winning,
sporting attitude & teamwork).

Sport State Nominations

Children in Gr 4-6 who are very competent in their sport at a competitive level
will have an opportunity to nominate for state representative teams.

The school & district are limited in the number of children that can be nomi-
nated so we may need to conduct our own trials to decide who is nominated.
The sports are A.F.L. Football, Cricket, Netball, Hockey, Soccer, Tennis, Bas-
ketball & Golf.

If you wish to nominate your child see Jan in the Gym or send a note with your
child. Nominations need to be returned by Thursday 12th February.

The Challenge is on!

Registrations are now open for the 2009 Premier’s Active Families Challenge!
Register in the Challenge and you will receive 15 free family visits to your local
YMCA and 15 per cent off at Rebel Sport stores. Complete 30 minutes of activ-
ity a day for 30 days between 8 March and 19 April for the chance to win some
fantastic prizes!

Challenge ambassadors, including AFL champ Glenn Archer, celebrity chef
Luke Mangan and 'super gran' Viv Brophy, will be joining in to inspire partici-
pants and offer handy tips along the way.

The Premier’s Active Families Challenge is easy, fun, free and a great way to
be healthy and active with your family so register now!

Positive Feedback

It's always great to hear good things about our school so | would like to share
part of a letter | received from Ryan Dore, a student teacher who worked at
MPW at the end of last year: ‘It was great to get the experience leading a large
group of students & the students were easily the best | have come across. They
hardly provided me with a problem throughout my time working & this would
have been hard to come by at other schools.’

So all of the grades that had PE with Ryan last year take a pat on the back.

SOUNDHOUSE

Soundhouse lessons are in full swing for Term 1.
Teachers have made every effort to give all children
their lessons but, if your child has missed a lesson be-
cause he/she was not in class at the time, the
Soundhouse teacher will make up that lesson.

I will be giving the final lists for keyboard, Singing &

Performance (SAP) and Electric Guitar to the school
office on Friday. Remember that there are only 2 pay-
ment options, direct debit every quarter or full-
payment of fees for the year. Fees must be paid by
the 27th February in order for your child to stay in the
program. We hope your child enjoys a year of musical
learning in a fun-filled, group environment.

School Banking
will commence on Thursday 19th February
2009.Please complete the deposit slip in full and
then drop off at office on banking morning or
through classroom collection.
For all new students we have start up kits available
at the office — complete the details and return to the
office for

Friday Mornings Parent Helpers
Every Friday Morning in the Conference\Staff Room
9am-10am
Please don't be shy, you can come once, fortnightly or every week,
the choice is yours. Every task completed lessens the burden on
our teachers, which ultimately helps our children. Itis a great way
to get involved and meet other parents in a social setting. Ideal if
you have pre school children as we don’t work directly in the class-
room and there are toys and children’s DVDs available.

The types of work available are: book mending, sorting,
labelling, binding, photocoping, laminating typing etc.
If you have any queries ph Teri Crook 9370 1587 / 0411
530706, (or | can be found somewhere between rooms 14 and
16 before or after school).

Thank you and looking forward to seeing you Friday,
Teril



http://www.accaonline.org.au
http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/Premiers_Active_Families_Challenge?Open
http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/hav/articles.nsf/docs/PAFC_register?Open
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Dear Parents

email to oshc@campaustralia.com.au
Thanks
Nidhi & The OSHC Team

Bookings for OSHC Program can be done online by visiting
www.campaustralia.com.au_and clicking on booking and account
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gueries. Changes or additional bookings can be done by sending

appreciated!

E
X
T
R

would be greatly

A

E Ot @ﬁ @@h@@ﬂ E%]@tu]rr‘ss @@D’@ Wit @@m@ A@J@ﬁrf@ﬂn@ -

Douta StarslJunlor Fotbal
Club
A Registration Day 2009 A
Sunday 22nd February
11.00am - 2.00pm
At Buckley Park -
Cooper Street, Essendon

Registration Fees 2009
Single: $210.00, Family $350.00
(all inclusive, no hidden fees)
Melway: Map 28, C1
The Doutta Stars Junior Football Club is seeking new and
existing players to register for the 2009 season.
We have vacancies in all age groups from Under 10’s to Under
16’s and we cater for all skill levels.
Come and see us on Feb 22nd, and register for the
upcoming footy season.
Nurturing fun and fairness in junior footy -
Success is just a bonus
For further details contact:
John Donnini - 0418 362 339
Lindsay Foster - 9379 6558

Dear School Community,

A family I know was affected by the @
bushfires at Flowerdale.

Prior to Saturday, they had not had a lot of luck.

On Saturday, they were extremely lucky. to escape
with their lives. (WITH ABOUT TWO MINUTES
TO SPARE) However, they have nothing else left.

If anyone has unwanted toys/books (suitable for an 8
y.0. girl) or clothing (size 10-12), or anything else,
please let me know.

Leanne Myers (0408532 646/93708270)
(Ben, Natalie and Joanna Pouw’s Mum)

Netball for Mums!

This is a notice to see if a Moonee Ponds West mums
netball team is a possibility!

Who - any mum interested in a fun game/easy going
comp, do not need to have played before, friends
welcome....

Where - Tullamarine Action Indoor Sport, Carrick Dr
When - Thurs mornings

Cost - $8.50  Uniform — whatever is comfortable
Child Minding - Kids under 6 are supervised while you
play at no extra charge.

If you have any interest let me know ASAP

Fiona 0438 536 055

CHILDRENS PERFORMING COMPANY OF AUSTRALIA
Are holding auditions and try out sessions on Monday the 16th
of February at Footscray City College and Tuesday 17th Feb-
ruary at Essendon Keilor college. Flyers are available from the
Office or go to www.cpca.com.au or Phone 93841644

Professional - Maximum Improvement - Fun -
Affordable

Tennis Coaching

Match play = Tennis Workout
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WE HAVE 15 YEARS OF
COACHING
EXPERIENCE IN YOUR AREA
...WE HAVE A PROGRAM FOR YOUV...
North Park Tennis Club Flemington Rd
Parkville
Kensington Banks Tennis Club Smithfield Rd Kensington
PHONE 9521-4772 EMAIL
ttpt@optusnet.com.au




MPW Fete Sunday March 22"

Only five weeks away.

No. Theme
1/2 Art & Craft

“THEME BOXES”.
In order to run the very successful Spin-

3 Bathroom

2 Kitchen ning Wheel we need donations from the

5 Pets school community. This is achieved every

6 Garden year through the allocation of specific

7 Handyman themes to classrooms and teachers.

8 Games Please refer to the list below as to which
9/10 | Scrapbook rooms have been allocated which

11/12 | Gourmet
13 Sport
14 Art & Craft
15 Tea/Coffee/Chocolates
16 Pamper

“theme?”. A further note will go home later
this week explaining this. The baskets/
boxes will be in a prominent place in the
classrooms and all donations are greatly

17 Car appreciated. We make prize baskets
Stationary which are won at the spinning wheel. It’s
19 Outdoor Entertaining a big fund raiser.

20 Candles/Aromatherapy

SOFT DRINK/ WATER AND LOLLY DRIVE! This is a great way to decrease our costs and raise
funds. We are hoping families when they are shopping could include a bag of soft lollies (no
chocolate) or some cans of drink/bottled water etc and donate these. Please drop these off
outside the office daily.

BOOKS & TOY DONATIONS ARE NOT REQUIRED THIS YEAR. This was not successful last
year and involved too much effort!

IF ANYBODY HAS, OR KNOWS ANYBODY THAT MAY HAVE A SKILL, TALENT OR SPECIAL
ABILITY THAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO OFFER PRE- FETE OR ON FETE DAY 2009,
PLEASE LET US KNOW.

Our Fete is always a huge success in not only raising funds for the school but in connecting
our families/ students and our community. Participation can take many forms; through your
generous donations, assistance and volunteering (an hour or two). It’s a great opportunity for
families to meet others in the school community and the children get great satisfaction out of
being actively involved in their school Fete.

We do not expect everybody to do everything. Please just consider what you can and know
that all efforts big or small are greatly appreciated.

We are always happy to assist with any queries and can be easily contacted through the of-
fice.

Shelley Funston, Jacinta Mcintosh and Sharon Cutrale.

133 FETE PLANT STALL 5

The Fete Committee require a volunteer to organise and run the Plant stall at this years Fete.
If you are able to do this please see Jacinta or Shelley from the Fete Committee




MPW Primary School
School Council elections 2009

What is a school council and what does it do?

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to set the key
directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality
of education that the school provides for its students.

Who is on the school council?

There are three possible categories of membership:

. A mandated elected parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this category. Depart-
ment of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be parent members at their child’s
school.

. A mandated elected DEECD employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than one third of the

total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
1] An optional community member category. Its members are coopted by a decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be community members.

The term of office for members is two years. Half the members must retire each year and this creates vacancies for the annual
school council elections.

Why is parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their
children feel a greater sense of belonging.

How can you become involved?

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in February or March each year. However, ballots are only held
if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might seriously consider:

. standing for election as a member of the school council
. encouraging another person to stand for election.

Do | need special experience to be on school council?

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the
school’s future.

What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement term1 each year. All school council

elections must be completed by the end of March. For parents, this notice will probably be given to your child so you may need
to check with them whether it has been sent home.

If you decide to stand for election, you will need to arrange for someone to nominate and second you as a candidate in either the
parent category or DEECD employee category. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time
stated on the notice of election.

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted in the two weeks after the
call for nominations has closed.

Remember

. Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do.
. Consider standing for election to council this year.

. Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.




