
 

Newsletter No: 01 

Wednesday  4th February 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

February 6th Fri 10.30am Swimming trials Grades4/5/6/ @ AVLC 
February 9th Mon Rms1/2/3/4/5/6 & 11/12 Interviews 
February 11th Wed Rms1/2/3/4/5/6 & 11/12 Interviews 
February 12th Thu Rms1/2/3/4/5/6 & 11/12 Interviews 
February 16th Mon 7.30pm School Council 
February 18th Wed 9.30 am Exc to Aust Centre for Contemporary Art  Rms11/12/14/17/20 
February 19th Thu 7.00pm Junior Team Information Evening in the Library 
February 23rd Mon 9.00am PREPS 3.30pm finish begins 

February 25th Wed 9.30am District Swimming Carnival @ Queens Park Pool 
February 27th Fri 9.00am “Clean Up Schools Day” 
March 9th Mon LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY— NO SCHOOL 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Welcome 
Can I welcome all our new families to our community.  With approximately 65 new 
families enrolling children in 2009, we have increased our enrolment from 454 to 
489 students. As predicted last year, with the completion of our building program 
in 2008, we have had to renegotiate our enrolment ceiling due to excessive  
enrolment pressures.  From this year onwards we will have to manage our  
enrolment under the 500 pupils DEECD approved ceiling.  

It has been a very smooth start to the school year.  A huge thank you to the staff 
who spent many long hours over the last two weeks preparing for their children’s 
first days in their new classrooms. (Who said teachers have ten weeks holiday a 
year!)   
  

School Fees/Voluntary Contributions 

On Friday this week, we will be sending home our School Voluntary/Compulsory 
Levy Voucher along with a CASES21 generated invoice to each family in our 
school.  Please complete the Voucher and include it with your payment.  Payment 
can be made at the office or complete the handy direct debit advice at the bottom 
of the form.   
  

In 2009 we have kept all fees at close  to the same amount as 2007, with the 
exception of the Excursion/Sports levies Levy which have been increased to cover 
petrol/bus costs. The school will again charge compulsory levies to all families for 
additional class materials, ICT Levies, Excursion Levies and Sport Levies. These are 
additional requirements to what is funded directly by the Education Department.   
 

In 2009 we are also asking for families to consider a special levy to help us fast 
track the installation of synthetic grass on the remainder of the oval.  School  
Council will fund the majority of this $100,000 project, but if each family gave 
$100, we would raise in the vicinity of $35,000 and this project could be underway 
as early as April this year. 
 

 We also have a voluntary program for both the Library and Building funds which 
are again fully tax deductible. Families in receipt of EMA should not be out of 
pocket after taking into consideration the level of the 2008 EMA instalments. (EMA 
application forms  have also been attached).  The school fees structure continues 
to take into account the pressures families face with more than one child at MPW.  
  

All the money raised through these compulsory fees and voluntary contributions 
goes directly to enhancing your child's curriculum programs at MPW.  We could 
not provide the range of programs we do, without your support. 
  

MVIMP and Soundhouse Payments  

Just a reminder that payment in full for these programs needs now to be made in 
advance by cash, cheque or credit card by 27th February 2009.  Alternatively pay-
ment by direct debit quarterly is available.  Please see the office if you would like 
to use this payment method. 



LIBRARY NEWS…LIBRARY NEWS…LIBRARY NEWS….. 

Welcome everyone! 

We hope that 2009 will bring lots of exciting happenings 

in the library.  Information of events and activities will 

 be published in the weekly newsletter and children will 

be informed during their library sessions. 

As from next week every grade will be borrowing library 

books and a note will be sent home informing you of your 

child’s borrowing day. 

We encourage children to be responsible in caring and  

returning their books on a regular basis. As books are so  

expensive, it would be great if they had a book bag to 

protect their book/s.  Library bags are for sale in the  

library for $6.00. 

Last year we had a large number of overdue books that 

were not returned.  If any school books have been found 

during the holidays could you please return them to the 

library. 

As for the many over dues that have not been returned, a 

letter will be sent home this week to those children as a 

reminder. Thanks Michele & Claudia 
 

Notification of Infectious Diseases 
 
Currently within our extended school community we have a 
number of family members who are receiving medical  
treatment. Children of these families actively participate in 
all school programs. However a major concern is if these  
students are exposed to any infectious diseases such as  
measles, chicken pox or gastroenteritis that they could then 
put their family members at risk of becoming seriously ill. I 
seek your cooperation in preventing this situation. 
If your son/daughter has or may have been exposed to any 
infectious disease, particularly chicken pox or measles I 
request that you notify the office or your child’s classroom 
teacher as soon as possible. If your child is unwell please 
do not send them to school during this period. 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact 

Jenny Crowle 

MOONEE PONDS WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL  

HAIR ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE NOW 
 

Purchase hair clips and hair elastics to match summer school uniform at the Office. 
 

The hair accessories available are: 
 

* Pack of 2 large hair clips     $8.00 
* Pack of 2 hair elastics    $8.00 
*  Pack of 1 large hair clip and 1 hair elastic $8.00 
* 1 large hair elastic (ideal for a single ponytail) $4.50 
 

Please note cash sales only for these items. 
 

The Crimson Butterfly will be donating 20% of sales to the school.  

SPORTS NEWS 
Swimming Trials  
Our school will be entering the District Swimming Sports on Wednesday February 25th at Queens Park Pool. 
To choose a team we will be conducting our own swimming trials this Friday, February 6th. Children in Grades 4/5/6 can enter in 
freestyle, backstroke, butterfly & breaststroke. One boy & one girl will represent the school in each age group (9/10, 11 & 12/13 yrs) for each 
stroke & there is a freestyle relay for each age group & an open medley relay. 
Any interested children can see Jan for a permission form which must be returned by this Wednesday (Feb. 4 th) at the very latest. 
No late entries will be accepted as we need to work out staffing etc for the day. Notes can be placed in the container just inside the door of the 
Gym. 
We also need parents to help walk to the pool, supervise change rooms etc. 
 

For the rest of term 1 all the children in Gr 4-6 will be involved in Rotational Sport (16 teams playing 8 sports each Friday with a points system 
for winning, sporting attitude & teamwork). 
 

Rebel Rebate 
A big thank you to all of the families who mentioned the school’s name when they were buying from Rebel. We purchased just over $1000 of 
gear for classrooms & P.E. & we still have $500 to spend! 
Cards with the school’s number are available from the Office. With each purchase you receive a 5% discount & the school receives the same 
amount (5%) to spend in the store. 
 

Tommy 
Tommy (the school cat) would like to thank the following people who fed him & kept him company over the holidays: Lesley-Ann, Holly & 
Claire Wilson; Fiona, Sophie, Nic & Emily Walsh; Amanda & Jarrod Lecaude; Louise & Alexander Langley; Annette, Alice & Nicole Kaiser; 
Marta & Claudia Tonner & the staff of the Holiday Program. He looks in great condition so everyone obviously did a good job.  Any donations 
of tins of cat food can be left in the Gym.  
 

Sport State Nominations 
Children in Gr 4-6 who are very competent in their sport at a competitive level will have an opportunity to nominate for state representative 
teams. 
The school & district are limited in the number of children that can be nominated so we may need to conduct our own trials to decide who is 
nominated. 
The sports are A.F.L. Football, Cricket, Netball, Hockey, Soccer, Tennis, Basketball & Golf. 
If you wish to nominate your child see Jan in the Gym or send a note with your child. 

CHOIR COSTUMES 

 

If any members of choir 
from 2008 have 

 costumes at home could 
they please return them to 

the Office as soon as  
possible. 



 

 Friday 13th Monday 9th Thursday 12th Wednesday 11th Tuesday 10th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
“Highlights”  

Craft  
Night 

Puzzles  
and  
Games 

Making 
Bookmarks 

Flip Flop  
Photo 
Frame 

Killer Shark  
Photo 
frame 

Hi Everyone, 
Welcome back to OSHC for 2009 and a big welcome to all the new 
Preps!! 
Looking forward to seeing you all! 
 
Thanks 
Nidhi and the OSHC Team 

 

Any canned food  
donations for Tommy 
would be greatly  
appreciated! 
 

Chess Coaching    

         
            Have fun learning Chess!! 

    Where:     Moonee Ponds Primary School Library 

    When:      Tuesdays 3.30pm – 4.20pm 

                      10th Feb to 31st Mar 2009 

    Cost:         12% discount for Cash Payments - 

                      $75 Cash or $85 Cheque - per child. 

    Benefits:   Strategic thinking, improved self esteem, 

                      attention span in class, lateral thinking, 

                      team work, analytical skills. 

  We cater for all skill levels! Each week different lessons are 

taught & games are played. A trophy is awarded to the “Best & 

Fairest” player, and a Silver badge to 2nd place and a Bronze badge 

to 3rd place at the end of term. To enrol your child please make 

payment (per child) of $75 cash or $85 cheque prior to Tuesday  

10th February. Cheques made payable to “Hooton Consulting Pty 

Ltd”  

       For more information contact Phil from 

            Checkmate Chess Coaching on 

               9598 2006 or 0421 901 530 

                www.lifecoaches.com.au 

Forward this section with your payment to your school office. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

Child’s Full Name: _____________________________________ 

Class: ________________________________________________ 

School: _______________________________________________ 

 

Payment Due:  Tuesday 10th Feb 2009    

$75 cash:        or    $85 cheque:      

D o u t a   S t a r s J u n I o r   F o t b a l   
 C l u b  

Registration Day 2009  
Sunday 22nd February  

11.00am - 2.00pm  
At Buckley Park - 

Cooper Street, Essendon  

Registration Fees 2009  
Single: $210.00, Family $350.00  

(all inclusive, no hidden fees)  

Melway: Map 28, C1  
The Doutta Stars Junior Football Club is seeking new and exist-

ing players to register for the 2009 season.  
We have vacancies in all age groups from Under 10õs to Under 

16õs and we cater for all skill levels. 
Come and see us on Feb 22nd, and register for the 

 upcoming footy season. 
Nurturing fun and fairness in junior footy -  

Success is just a bonus 

For further details contact:   
John Donnini - 0418 362 339  
Lindsay Foster - 9379 6558  

Success is just a bonus 

http://www.lifecoaches.com.au


The Fundraising Committee would like to welcome families 
that are new to the school in 2009 and welcome back all 

those who were with us in 2008. 
 

Our major annual fundraising event is soon approaching 
 

2009ôs MPW Fete! 
 

Sunday March 22
nd 

 
11am till 6pm. 

 

Donations of cans of soft drinks and lollies can now be dropped off at the office anytime. This was a great 
success last year and an easy way to keep our overheads down. 
 
Next week Classrooms will be allocated their stalls and theme boxes for the Spinning wheel prizes. 
 
Stall rostering will be room allocated (again). We would like to invite and encourage all parents to  
volunteer a small amount of time as this is a wonderful way to connect with the school community, assist 
with the running of the day, and the kids love seeing you involved. 
 
The Plant and cake stalls are dependent on donations of cuttings, plants, cakes, slices and preserves.  
So start planning now. 
 
Pre purchased ride passes will again be available. These are fantastic value as this will include a sausage 
and drink. Live music, great food varieties and a fantastic array of rides will be on offer this year. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us, through the office, if you have any queries, thoughts or suggestions. 
All offers of assistance will be greatly appreciated. 

 
Shelley, Jacinta and Sharon 

 
(Thanking you in anticipation of your volunteering, donations and attendance!!!!!!!!) 

 

Prep and New Parent Morning Tea (Hosted by the Parent Group) 

 

9am Tuesday 10th February in the staffroom 

 

We would like to invite all prep parents and parents of children who have just started at 

Moonee Ponds West to a welcome morning tea. This is a great opportunity to chat  

informally with other families new to the school. Early years of schooling can be exciting 

so networking within the school community can help and enrich both you and your child’s  

primary school experience. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

(Thanking you in anticipation of your volunteering, donations and attendance!!!!!!!!) 



School Council Elections 
 

Just a reminder that the 2009 School Council election process commences with nominations being accepted 
up until next week.  The timeline is as follows: 
 
Article in Newsletter re –SC Election    Wednesday 4th February 
Nomination forms available from the office:   Wednesday 11th February 
Nominations close at 4.00pm on    Wednesday 18th February 
If an Election is required, ballots will be distributed on Monday 2nd March 
If an Election is required, ballots will close at 4.00pm on Tuesday 9th March 
Election results will be confirmed at 7.00pm on   Monday 17th March 
 

Member retiring in March 2009  Members retiring in March 2010 
 

 

Community Members   

 

DEECD members 
 

1 Mr
. 

Gary Funston   1 Mr. Rohan McIntosh 

2 Mr
. 

Sam Cutrale   2 Ms Teri Crook 

3 Mr
. 

Stephen McRae   3 Mr. Phillip Peacock 

4   Vacant   4   Vacant 

5
. 

Mr
. 

Gary Marshall         

        1 Ms Fiona Kenna 

1 Ms Helen Lockart   1 Ms Robyn Russell 

2 Ms Jane Bertoncello   2 Ms Jo Clancy 

Parking - Safety Issues 
 

 
Traffic congestion in the surrounding Streets of our school is a 
concern. Please be considerate. Please observe all parking  
restrictions. In particular be mindful of the neighbours and  
ensure that driveways are left clear. 
The children need to see adults modelling safe habits if they are 
to form them themselves (in regards to crossing the road). 
We request that you observe these safety rules at all times. It is 
important that we do not teach children to ignore rules just  
because they are inconvenient. 


