
  

Newsletter No: 26 

Wednesday  26th August 2009 

community CALENDAR 
August 27th Thu 7.00pm Environment Committee Meeting @ Staffroom 
August 28th Fri 9.00am “Daffodil Day” - Dress in Yellow—Gold Coin Donation 
August 28th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
August 31st Mon 9.00am Grade 2/3 Swimming 
August 31st Mon 9.00am Parent Opinion Surveys to be returned 
August 31st Mon 7.30pm Education Committee Meeting @ Staffroom  
September 1st Tue 9.00am Parent Group Meeting—Conference Room 
September 1st Tue 2.30pm CRE 
September 2nd Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
September 2nd Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
September 3rd Thu 9.00am Grade 2/3 Swimming 
September 4th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
September 4th Fri 9.00am District Athletics—Aberfeldie Park  
September 7th Mon 9.00am MPW Annual Book Fair” in the Library 
September 7th Mon 9.00am Grade 2/3 Swimming 
September 8th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
September 8th Tue 7.30pm Maths Information Evening with Rob Vingerhoets 
September 8th Tue 7.30pm Resources Committee 
September 9th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
September 9th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
September 10th Thu 9.00am Grade 2/3—Swimming 

Principal’s Report 
Enrolment Plans for 2010 
As mentioned in previous newsletters enrolments for 2010 closed on Friday 21st August.  
As expected the demand for places far exceeds the number of places we currently have available.  As a 
result we are processing applications based on the MPW Enrolment Policy which is supported by Western 
Metropolitan Region. To help us with this process it would be greatly appreciated if families who are 
intending to move schools let the office/or classroom teacher know as soon as possible.  
Tournament of the Minds (TOM) and Moonee Valley Instrumental Music (MVIMP) Camp. 
It was fabulous to see and hear our wonderful students, staff and families at both of these events. These 
events provide wonderful opportunities for children to excel. Congratulations to all involved. I would like to 
specifically acknowledge the wonderful work of Sheenagh Callahan as the TOM coordinator who was as-
sisted by Ryan Vermeulen, Amelia Thorne, Helen  Lockart and all teachers who covered extra yard duties 
and activities to allow the TOM groups to work with their facilitators. (See article in Education Weekly). 
Similarly, congratulations to Fiona McKenzie who very capably organised with the assistance of our music 
tutors a successful Music Camp. If you would like to see some of our wonderful musicians perform the 
MVIMP Concert is planned for 17th September. (Details to follow). 
Parent Opinion Survey 
The Parent Opinion Surveys were mailed out to the 70 families who were randomly selected to participate 
in 2009. It is great to see a number of these surveys already returned. The sealed surveys get sent still 
sealed to the department who then collate the data and send the combined results back to school in early 
November. This process ensures that parent’s comments remain anonymous.  
The results of the Parent survey are another important piece of information that the school values and uses 
to plan for the following year. For example the recently re-established parent group resulted from informa-
tion received from families.  
Surveys need to be returned to school by Monday 31st August either with your child, in person or in 
the post. 
Helping Hands – Home Cooked Meals 
Occasionally families within our school community experience a traumatic event such as a serious illness, 
accident or bereavement, and one way we can offer support is by providing meals for families during these 
times. If you need to access this wonderful service provided by the parent group or would like to go down 
on the roster to occasionally cook a meal please contact Martine outside room 6 at pickup/drop off times, 
on 0425 859 701 or email martine@swiftdsl.com.au or Jenny Crowle. 

CHOCOLATE DRIVE 

Just a reminder to all families that for every box sold or for donations in lieu of, you will receive a 

ticket to go into the draw for an IPOD Shuffle which will be held on the last day of Term 3. There are 

extra boxes available from the Office if you would like the opportunity to sell another box and get 

an extra ticket into the draw. 

 

Parent Group  
Come along and Enjoy the Information Sessions 

Next session—Tuesday September 1st 2009  
Guest speaker Susan Patterson on  

―Children’s Worries—What is normal and what is anxiety?‖ 

9.00am after ‘drop off’ in the meeting room 

All Welcome 
Bring the toddlers 

Morning Tea 

Looking forward to seeing you 

there. 

mailto:martine@swiftdsl.com.au


 

‘KIDS DO MATTERô - STUDENT WELLBEING 
 

 

It’s Not OK to be Away 
It was great to see the smiles on the faces of the Year 3 students when they were acknowledged at assembly on Monday for having the high-
est attendance in the first half of the year – congratulations Year 3s. With an absence rate of 3.9 days per student this group is well on the 
way to achieving the target of less than 9 days absent per student. It is crucial when children are well they are at school.  
It is great to see more families sending a note/making contact with the teachers/office when their child is away. Notes will go home to families 
in the mail where there are more than two unexplained absences. If you could please sign and return the note that would be great. If you had 
already notified the school please just record this on the note and return. 

Jenny 

Crowle 

Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West -Term 3ï Week 6 July 17th-21st August 

Explained Absences  - 68 

Unexplained Absences daysï 47 Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences 115 

Feeling worried at times is normal.  
¶ What if you have to do a talk in front of the class or be in a play or play a musical instrument 

in front of others - would you feel a bit scared?  

¶ What if you were learning to ride a bike or skateboard, or a surfboard - would you feel a bit 

scared?  

¶ Starting anything new, meeting new people or going to strange places - would you feel a bit 

scared?  

¶ What if something bad happened to you or to someone you love, and you didn't know how 

things would turn out - would you feel a bit scared? 

If you said yes to all of those things, then that is absolutely normal. Everyone would feel scared at those 

times - I would too!  

The information below is 
taken from the South Austra-
lian Government website for 
children in child friendly  
language  

ȬAnxiety - when you 
are worrying about 
things  

Anxiety is when you often feel scared, and sometimes you are not sure why.  

Information  

Positive Partnerships ɀ Supporting school aged students on the Autism Spec-
trum. Two day workshop. 8&9 September 2009. Yarraville Club. 135 
Stephen Street, Yarraville.  Online Registrations ɀ 
www.autismtraining.com.au  Phone 1300 881 971. Flyers are available at 
the school office.  

Child Abuse Prevention Service (CAPS) is a national service running a 24 hour, 
free and confidential telephone support line (1800 688 009) with the aim of 
alleviating child abuse in all its forms. They provide information, support, 
crisis intervention and referral to parents, carers and concerned members 
of the community.  

(http://www.cyh.com/
SubDefault.aspx?p=255).It 
builds on the last two weeks 
articles on anxiety from a 
child’s point of view. The 
website is worth a look 

http://www.autismtraining.com.au
http://www.cyh.com/SubDefault.aspx?p=255
http://www.cyh.com/SubDefault.aspx?p=255


 

Education weekly  

TOURNAMENT OF 

MINDS (TOM)  
Over the last six weeks teams of 7 children have 

met during lunchtime, some class sessions, after 

school and on the weekend to work on a complex 

language/literature or maths/engineering prob-

lem.  

They thought -out designs, made clever communi-

cation devices, wrote stories and scripts, con-

structed sets and scenery, sewed costumes,  

practised instruments, used computer software and worked together to meet 

the challenge on Tournament Day.  
 

On Saturday 22 nd of August, 28 excited children met Ryan, Jenny, Ame-
lia, Helen and Sheenagh at Latrobe University for their first Tournament 
of the Minds competition. There was quite a buzz in the air at the venue 
as children, parents, facilitators and judges prepared for the tourna-
ment. All the teams put in their best efforts and had fun ð CONGRATU-
LATIONS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS. A big thank you to the teacher fa-
cilitators ð Tony, Jenny, Amelia, Ryan and Helen (who filled in at the last 
minute) and to all the many parents who assisted with meetings, teaching 
skills at home or excursions to the shops.  
Congratulations to Team 3 ð Leo, Sean, Eric, Zac, Monique, Katie and 
Eliza whose presentation was acknowledged with HONOURS by the 
judges ð  

Well done!  
Thank you ð Sheenagh TOM Coordinator  

TOM in action  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Yes it’s that time again…. 

 

The MPW Book Fair will be oné 

 Monday 7th September to Friday 11th September 

 from 8.30am to 4.30pm. 
 

Special Family Evening is oné 

 Thursday 10th September from 7.00 to 9.00pm. 
 

Come along and have some fun by browsing at the wonderful selection of discounted books.  Our school benefits from 

receiving generous commission in the form of books or cash, to add to the resources in our school library. 
 

You, your family and friends are most welcome to share this  

ñJungle Feverò experience and come and crawl through some great books! 

Credit card facilities available, or pay by cash or cheque. 
 

Families once again are invited to purchase a book at the fair and donate it to the library.  Each donated book will have 

an acknowledgement certificate pasted on the inside cover. 
 

Last yearôs Book Fair was a huge success and the library benefited greatly from the proceeds and all the donated books. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all there! 
 

Cheers Michele & Claudia 

ANNUAL MPW  

CARNIVAL 

BOOK FAIR 2009 ! 



 

Education weekly CONTINUED  

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Interschool Sport 
 

Hockey 7’s 
Yesterday the children played in the State Championship at 
Footscray Hockey Centre. Maintaining the schools great record in 
hockey they performed exceptionally well. In the 8 round robin 
games they won 6 & drew 2 to finish equal top with King David 
School. In the final it was goal for goal & 2 all at full time. In extra 
time King David School scored a goal & even though our team tried 
their hardest they just couldn’t find the back of the goal. As usual 
their attitude was great & they worked well as a team. All the chil-
dren received a runners up medallion which they should be very 
proud of. A huge thank you to Murray Robinson for coaching the 
team & Lauren Hopkins & Lexie White (ex students) for sharing the 
umpiring duties.  
Thanks to Karen Annable, Sheryl Madsen, Sharon & Sam Cutrale 
for assisting with transport & to all the parents who came on the day 
to cheer the children on. It was especially nice to see all the parents 
clap the children off the field after the final. Well done to everyone 
on a long, windy & tiring day.   
 

Athletics 
This Friday the children who are in an athletics event will practice. 
Shot put & discus groups will walk to Maribyrnong Park. All children 
need to return a permission form to the basket in the Gym. 
Gr 4/5/6 relay practice will continue on Tuesday & Thursday morn-
ings at 8.45. 
Gr 3 relay practice will be on Wednesday & Friday mornings at 8.45. 
The other Gr 5/6 children will start their practice for Summer Sport 
(soccer, rounders, volleyball & newcombe) this Friday. 
 

Circus, Circus, Circus 
The equipment ordered by last Friday should arrive this week. When 
the money is returned to school the gear will be handed out. I will 
put in another order this Friday. Order forms available in the Gym. 
 

Essendon T-ball  
Come’n Try Day on Sunday September 6th 10am to 12 noon at Boe-
ing Reserve Strathmore. If following this 10 of our children sign up to 
play T-ball the school will receive a T-ball kit. 
There is also a school holidays baseball skills day for junior baseball 
players on Tuesday September 22nd from 10am to 5pm. Cost is $5 
for the day (lunch is included). 

 

Maths Home Tasks 
UPPER PRIMARY 

8.  Playing Around  Many childhood games involve lots of 

maths.  Games with dice and cards often involve adding or sub-

tracting.  When playing such games talk about the maths being 

used.  Encourage your children to check each other’s working 

out.  Take turns keeping score. 

 

 

DAFFODIL DAY ð FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST,  

 

A special WHOLE  school event. 

Wear something YELLOW.  

Buy the beautiful DAFFODILS outside the office for $3.00. 

Buy a raffle ticket at the office - 2tkts for $1.00. 

Support a wonderful cause ð bring along a gold coin and help 

make a difference. 

The one in two who gets cancer is one too many. 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWSé.LIBRARY NEWSéLIBRARY 

NEWSé 

 

BOOK WEEK is finally here and itôs a busy one too! 

 

Firstly, the 2009  winners of the Shortlisted books for 

The Childrens’ Book Council Of Australia are: 

 

Tales From Outer Suburbia by Tan,Shaun. 

(Older Readers Book Of The Year) 

 

Perryôs Angel Suitcase by  Millard, Glenda. 

(Younger Readers Book Of The Year) 

 

How To Heal A Broken Wing by Graham, Bob 

(Early Childhood Book Of The Year) 

 

Collecting Colours by Dunstan, Kylie 

 
 

Don’t forget to come dressed up as your favourite book char-

acter tomorrow because it’s …… 

Book Character Dress Up Day!!!! 
 

Two more weeks until the ….. 

ANNUAL MPW BOOK FAIR IN THE LIBRARY! 
 

(Picture Book Of The Year) 

  

MVIMP CONCERT 
  

There will be a Moonee Ponds West MVIMP 

concert held on… 

  

 Thursday September the 17th
 

at 7.00pm 

in the Moonee Ponds West Gym. 

  

All children who participate in the MVIMP 

program will perform on the night, which 

will conclude with a set by the fabulous 

Moonee West Band! 

All families are welcome to come along and 

enjoy the evening. Hope to see you there! 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM 17ó 

We have been learning about measurement. We have been using hand 

spans and we have been using our feet to measure things. We have 

been measuring things like the length of our room using books, the 

perimeter of the oval using our feet and the perimeter of our feet using 

string. We have learnt about length, perimeter, area, width, metres 

and lots more. I think measurement is fun, you can learn lots about 

different things and you get to find out information like how big other 

peopleôs feet are. My favourite activity so far was the 10 second walk.  

Hannah McEniery 2/3A. 

10 Second Walk 

For the 10 second walk we had to 

walk from the couch to the white-

board in 10 seconds. You couldn’t 

go higher than 10 seconds or lower 

than 10 seconds. We learnt about 

metres and time. 

Jesse James Michielin 2/3A 

Maths with String 

We were using string to measure 

the exact perimeter of our feet. We 

used string because it is bendy and 

you can measure it up against a 

ruler. A partner measured your foot 

then we stretched it out on paper 

and compared the length. 

Paraskevi Chronopoulos 2/3A 

Stepping Out 

We measured equipment in the play-

ground with our feet and said how many 

feet it took to measure it. Some people 

measured the oval, and the netball court. 

Lucas Kenna 2/3A 

Fancy Footwork 

We measured our feet by trac-

ing around them onto grid pa-

per. We then worked out the 

perimeter, area, length and 

width by counting the squares. 

Kahli Jones 2/3A 



 

 

 Friday 4th Monday 31st Thursday 3rd Wednesday 2nd Tuesday 1st 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
―Highlights‖  

Making  
Pizza  
Bread 

Fathers Day  
special  
crafts 

Multi 
Sports  
Program 

Dancing & 
Gymnastics 

Hand  
Prints 
For Dad 

Dear Parents 
Please remember to inform OSHC Staff about additional bookings 
or cancellations on 93757906.  
Also, Camp Australia will not be running the Holiday Program at 
MPW in the upcoming school Holidays in September. Apologies for 
the inconvenience this may cause. 
Thanks 
The OSHC team 

 
A big thank you to the 
Smith family for donat-
ing a board game for 
children in Aftercare. 
Aftercare would greatly 
appreciate any dona-
tions of board games in 
reasonable condition. 
Thanks 
Nidhi 

 

WANTED 
 

Parent who is able to pick up my daughter (Grade 3) 

from after-care at approx. 4.30pm on Mondays, 

Thursdays and Fridays (during school term) and  

drop her at local after-school activities.  Payment 

 negotiable.  Please contact Katrina Dunn on  

0425 724 518. 

FLEMINGTON CRICKET CLUB  
 

 
LOCATED CENTRALLY IN ASCOT VALE 
 
Junior Crickets Wanted 
 
An invitation to new prospective players and supporters to 
come join the Junior Gulls, like many other MPWPS kids, 
for the 2009/2010 Season. 
 

Flemington Cricket Club is fielding Junior Sides in the 
North West Cricket Association in the following age groups: 
Under 16õs, Under 14õs, Under 12õs & Under 10õs and Milo 
in2 cricket for the 5 to 8 age group. 
  

Located Centrally in Ascot Vale at the newly redeveloped 
Walter St Reserve, Ascot Vale (Mel Ref  28 E10) All Juniors 
play at Fairbairn Park, Ascot Vale, except for the U10õs who 
play on Friday nights at Walter street. We are ideally lo-
cated in the area to enjoy a game of cricket, whether it be 
playing or supporting your family members. Our juniors 
are made up of 80% MPWPS kids so come down and enjoy 
a game of cricket with your mates. 
  
JUNIOR REGISTRATION DAY 
Sunday August 30 at Walter St Reserve, Ascot Vale (Mel Ref 
28 E10) at 
10.45am 
 
For further information please contact the following: 
Juniors ð Pat Dalton -Junior Co-ordinator) 0407 013 760 
Or go to www.flemingtoncc.com or email the club on 

info@flemingtoncc.com 

 

Come along for a variety of music - making fun and games!  

For children of all musical abilities  
 

When?  Thursday 24 th  September  

 10am-12pm(5-7yrs) 1 -3pm(8-11yrs) 

 

 Monday 28 th  September  

 10am-12pm(5-7yrs) 1 -3pm(8-11yrs) 

 

Where?  Moonee Valley Christian Church  

 Gladstone Street, Moonee Ponds  

 (near Safeway)  

 

Cost? $30 per class  

 

  Who?  

  This program is presented by òMusic for 

Meaningó.  Susan Angus, Director, has 20 yearsõ experience 

as a professional performer and music teacher.  

 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  

Phone Sue: 0425 797 883  or  

Email: sueangus@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

* NEW!!** NEW!!** NEW!!*    
Group Music Group Music Group Music 

ClassesClassesClasses   

Commencing Term Commencing Term Commencing Term 

444   
Call or email for Call or email for Call or email for    

detailsdetailsdetails  

http://www.flemington/
mailto:info@flemingtoncc.com

