
  

Newsletter No: 23 

Wednesday  5th August 2009 

community CALENDAR 
August 7th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
August 10th Mon 9.00am Grade 6 - 2010 Placements - Mailed to parents  
August 11th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
August 11th Tue 7.30pm Resources Meeting—Tony’s Office 
August 14th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
August 17th Mon 9.00am Excursion Grade’s 4/5/6—Koori Heritage Trust 
August 18th Tue 9.00am Excursion Grade’s 4/5/6—Koori Heritage Trust 
August 18th Tue 9.00am MVIMP Music Camp 
August 18th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
August 19th Wed 9.00am Excursion Grade’s 4/5/6—Koori Heritage Trust 
August 19th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
August 19th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
August 21st Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
August 21st Fri 3.00pm MVIMP Music Camp returns 
August 24th Mon 9.00am  “Book Week” 
August 25th Tue 9.00am State Hockey 7’s Finals  - Footscray Hockey Centre 
August 25th Tue 2.30pm CRE 
August 26th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
August 26th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
August 27th Thu 7.00pm Environment Committee Meeting @ Staffroom 
August 28th Fri 9.00am “Daffodil Day” - Dress in yellow 
August 28th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
August 31st Mon 9.00am Grade 2/3 Swimming 
August 31st Mon 7.30pm Education Committee Meeting @ Staffroom  
September 1st Tue 2.30pm CRE 
September 2nd Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
September 2nd Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
September 3rd Thu 9.00am Grade 2/3 Swimming 
September 4th Fri 9.00am Friday Morning Parent Helpers—Conference Room 
September 4th Fri 9.00am District Athletics—Aberfeldie Park  

Principal’s Report 
 

MPW Chocolate Drive: 
 

On Monday 17th August your eldest child will be bringing home a fundraising carry pack containing 24 
Cadbury Snack Bars (unless you contact the office prior to Friday 14th August, and request your 
family not to participate in this fundraiser). Families who do not wish to participate in the Chocolate 
Drive are welcome to make a donation of $24 (which is the profit made from each box sold). The selling 
price is $2.00 per bar and there are 24 items per box.  You are asked to sell these to friends, 
neighbours, and work mates within two weeks and return the $48 to the school in the envelope provided.    
 

As an alternative to chocolates we have organised an alternate fundraising pack that contains 24 x 130g 
packets of óThe Natural Confectionary Company Snakesô.  These are also $2.  If you would like this 
alternative, please contact the office by Friday the 14th August  and we can amend our total school order  
accordingly. 
 

If all families sell their box we will make in excess of $8,000.00 profit , which will be used to fund special 
programs in 2010.  In 2009 our school fundraising proceeds have assisted in the funding of the cost of 
laying the Tiger Turf on the school oval. and the completion of the school landscaping. 
 

To provide an incentive for families to sell a full fundraiser box we are going to hold a special sellerôs draw 
at assembly on Monday the 14th September. For each and every box of chocolates or snakes sold, the 
family will get a ticket in the draw.  The prize for this incentive draw will be an Apple Ipod Shuffle. For  
families who would like the opportunity to sell extra boxes parents are required to come to the Office and 
sign for them. 
 

The money needs to be returned by Friday 4th September 2009.  If you can help sell an additional box at 
work, please contact the office. Parents are required to collect and sign for additional boxes at the Office 
 

Thanks for your support. 
 



 

óKIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING  
 

 

 

Many teaching staff and 
schools already incorporate 
some aspects of social and 
emotional learning (SEL) into 
their teaching.  

The best approach, which is what we are doing at Moonee Ponds West Primary is 
to look at what the school is already doing well and then to evaluate how system-

atically and effectively we are teaching SEL. This plan is a part of the 2009 School 
Annual Implementation Plan. Teachers have just completed an audit of existing 

programs. 

This audit will provides a framework for planning, teach-
ing and evaluating SEL to help ensure that from year to 

year children can build social and emotional skills that are 
relevant and appropriate for their age and skill level.  

A solid approach to SEL is based on the model developed 
by the Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional 

Learning (CASEL), an internationally recognised lead  
organisation for research into SEL. The five core  

competencies that CASEL has identified as central to SEL 
are: 

¶ SelfΆmanagement  
Managing emotions and behaviours to achieve goals. 

¶ SelfΆawareness 
Recognising your emotions and values as well as strengths and limitations. 

¶ Responsible decision -making  
Making ethical, constructive choices about personal and social behaviour. 

¶ Social awareness 
Showing understanding and empathy for others. 

¶ Relationship skills  
Forming positive relationships, working in teams, dealing effectively with conflict. 

These five social and emotional skill areas are viewed as essential for the development 
of good mental health. Structured teaching of these SEL competencies, and  
opportunities for students to practise and generalise them in the classroom, school and 
wider community, are also crucial to implementing effective SEL.  
Next Week 
Supporting SEL skills at home Jenny Crowle 



 

 

Many of the great ideas below help children feel good about themselves and attending school regularly is a protective 

factor which can be influenced by positive peer group pressure. 

Please find below interesting notes in child friendly language taken from the South Australian Website ï Child and 

Youth Health. 

http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/ 

HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=286&id=1450 

 

How to  recognise positive peer group pressure  

People can influence others in a positive way by:  

 

 

 

You can choose to be part of a group where you will feel safe, valued and  

supported by the others in the group. If you are not a 'group' person you will 

still have the support of others in this group if you behave in a positive way.  
 

 
Saying positive things.  

 

 
Encouraging others to try.  

 
Accepting people's differences.  

 
Getting involved in positive group 

activities at school.  

 
Caring about the feelings of others.  

 
Caring about the safety of others.  

 
Using good manners. 

 
Using appropriate language.  

 
Getting involved in positive out of school activities eg sport, music, youth groups.  

 
Talking about, 'authority' figures [parents, teachers, police] as people to go to for care, 

help and guidance. 

It’s Not Ok to be Away 
 

Absence Figures for Moonee Ponds West  
 

Term 3– Week 3 July 27th-31st  

Explained Absences ï 55days 

Unexplained Absences 46 days.  Please send a note or contact the office at your earliest convenience 

Total absences - 101 days . 

Jenny Crowle 

http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=286&id=1450
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=286&id=1450


 

Education weekly  
Maths Home Tasks 
LOWER PRIMARY  

7.  Fire Safety  Make a fire safety plan with your child.  Draw a 

simple map showing them where to go if there is a fire in the 

house.  Show them how to get out the window (or other appro-

priate action) and where to wait.  Practise this fire drill at regular 

intervals-referring to the map. 

Friday Morning Parent Helpers  

Conference Room (next to staff room)  

Friday 9 - 10am 

All Welcome!  

Our Friday mornings are a great way for Mums, Dads or Grandparents 
of the school community to get together to do a little work for the school 
while having a chat and a cuppa. 
 We are sorting, mending, labelling, photocopying, laminating and 
typing our way around the school and the teachers are thrilled with our 
help.  There is always a DVD and toys on offer for the little people in 
our lives. 
 If you have any queries I can be found somewhere between 
rooms 14 and 16 before or after school.  Thank you and look  
forward to seeing you Friday. Teri Crook!   

DAFFODIL DAY  

FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST, 2009 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL EVENT  

DRESS YELLOW DAY ON  

FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST, 2009  

 support a very good causeñbring along a gold 

coin and help make a difference. 

The one in two who gets cancer is one too 

many.  

 

SPORTS NEWS 

 

Interschool Sport 
 
Athletics 
Our Friday trials for hurdles, 800m, discus, shot put,  high, 
long & triple jump will continue for another 2 weeks. The 
groups doing discus & 800m will walk to Maribyrnong Park for their 
events (see the sports notice board near the toilets for the groups & 
plan). 
 

Georgia Hopkins & State Hockey 
As we mentioned last term it was great to see Georgia 
Hopkins make it into the Victorian Primary Schools State Hockey team 
to play in Newcastle in August. There are obviously quite a few costs 
associated with this sort of trip. 
To assist Georgia we are advertising raffle tickets that she will be  
selling around the classrooms over the next couple of weeks & they are 
available at the Office too. 
Tickets are $2 each with the following prizes: 1st Mitsubishi Lancer; 2nd 
Family Holiday to Disneyland;  
3rd 50ô Plasma TV; 4th 50ò Plasma TV; 5th DVD Recorder. 
All great prizes & it would be great if we could really get behind Georgia 
& give her some support. 

 
Hockey 7õs 
What a day! Ten games, lots of goals & tension everywhere. Both 
teams made the finals (a great effort) after solid performances & great 
team work all day. The mixed team won their final 2-0 in an impressive 
performance & progress to the State Championships on Tuesday  
August 25th at the Footscray Hockey Centre (they didnôt have a goal 
scored against them all day). The girls team went down 1-0 in a great 
game & were very unlucky not to score a few goals themselves with 
some near misses. The goal against them was the only one scored 
against them for the day. Both teams should be very proud of their  
efforts & their sporting attitude was first class as usual. 

Thanks to all of the parents & siblings who supported the children 
on the day, especially Murray Robinson, Sam Cutrale, Lauren Hop-
kins & Lexie White who coached the teams.  
  
 

2009 Victorian Schools Cycling Champion-
ships 
Victoriaôs biggest based cycling competition is just 
around the corner. The North-West Metro Zone will be 
held at Macpherson Park in Melton on Tuesday September 1st. 
Students are encouraged to enter this event. 
Check out the official VSCC09 website or contact Event Coordina-
tor Luke Mason on 8480 3077. 
 

CIRCUS,CIRCUS,CIRCUS! 
As most of you are aware we have started our circus unit 
& there seems to be scarves & balls going everywhere! The Dept of 
Education is presenting Barnum, the theatre stars of tomorrow from 
Victoriaôs government schools & members of the Flying Fruit Fly 
Circus. Itôs at the Comedy Theatre from September 11-19th. 
 Bookings through Ticketek 132 849 or ticketek.com.au. 
 

Get in the Swim for Summer 
Ascot Vale Leisure Centre are running great activities in 
their pool in the September holidays. You can join in 
Inflatable Fun on Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 
12.00 to 2.00pm for no extra charge. 
If you are not already a member of the Aqua Safe swimming lesson 
program at the pool you can get a FREE 20 minute swimming  
lesson in the first week (21-25 September). 
If you want more, how about booking in for 5 days of swimming 
lessons being held in the second week (28 Sept. To 2 Oct). Donõt 
miss out. 
 

To book for the lessons & to find out more, ring the 
friendly customer service staff on 9375 3411.  

 



 

Room 14 Aboriginal Artwork  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts from Room 14 about the Aboriginal art task: 
 
ñIt was fairly hard and was amazing how the Aborigines drew so well and with such detailò 
 
ñThe Pictures were harder to copy than they looked. I wonder how the artist managed to get such thin lines.ò 
 
ñI think the resemblance was pretty close and it was tricky. I found out how the Aboriginals drew ï it was very detailed.ò 
 
ñI found it challenging to copy the drawings and the Aboriginals must have been very good because they have lasted for so many 
years and they were very detailed. To think that they were writing on rough surfaces, in awkward places and drawing with differ-
ent shaped rocks is amazing.ò 
 
ñIt was cool finding out that the Aborigines drew things to communicate and that they have lived for over 40,000 years.ò 
 
ñI found it difficult but it was still fun. I found it interesting how the Aboriginal paintings are still there after so many years.ò 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM ROOM 5 ó 



 

 

 Friday 14th Monday 10th Thursday 13th Wednesday 12th Tuesday 11th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Ferris 
Wheel 

Glove   
Puppets 

Multi  
Sports  
Program 

Dancing & 
Gymnastics 

Fun  
with  
Clay 

Dear Parents 
Just a quick reminder that seven day booking policy is already be-
ing implemented. If there is any change in your childôs bookings, 
please send an email to oshc@campaustralia.com.au or contact me 
at 93757906 
Thanks 
Nidhi 
 

A big thank you to Lynn 
from the Office for  
donating shirts for  
childrenõs art and craft  
activities. If you have 
any old shirts, please 
feel free to bring them 
into Aftercare. 
 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 

LOST PROPERTY..... 
 All unnamed & unclaimed items of clothing left at lost property 
last Friday were sent to a charity, however a new collection 
has already began to appear. Please encourage your children 
to regularly check the Lost Property for their clothing. 
 

It has been decided that at the end of each month all 
unnamed & unclaimed items will be sent to charity. 

 
 

This newsletter item features an article that highlights some of 

the activities that are taking place at the school.  Please contact 

Michael OôBrien on 9376 1622 or email 

obrien.michael.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Debney Secures $2 million for Science  

During the recent holidays the College was notified by the Min-

ister for Education, Bronwyn Pike, that an application to rebuild 

the science laboratories was successful.  This was a great result 

and everyone at Debney is very excited by this news. 

  

The funding for this project has been provided by the Common-

wealth Government through their Building the Education Revo-

lution program.  The College will receive just on $2 million to 

completely rebuild the four science laboratories in the Common-

wealth Block (A Block).  These laboratories are now 40 years 

old and currently do not provide the quality of facility that is 

required for the delivery of high quality science programs.  The 

rebuilt science centre will provide a first class learning environ-

ment for students. 

  

The plan for the complete re-build of our laboratories sees the 

two laboratories, preparation rooms and a small classroom on 

the first level being replaced by a modern open space that can 

accommodate two classes and provide workspace for science 

teachers.  It is envisaged that this large space will predominantly 

be used by middle years (7-9) students.  The two laboratories on 

the second level will be for use of senior students and will pro-

vide tertiary standard science facilities. 

  

New equipment and furniture will also be provided.  Works are 

expected to begin shortly and are planned for completion in 

April 2010. 

  

Host Families Needed for Exchange  

Students  
We are hoping that you and your family are  
interested in the idea of choosing an exchange student to come and 
live with you for a half, one or even two semesters, sharing your 
lifestyle with a 15-18 year old girl or boy from Italy,  
Germany, France, Belgium, Holland, Japan,  
Brazil...So if you can afford one extra at mealtimes, which is almost 
the only cost to you, have a spare bed and wish to make an over-
seas friend, possibly for life, I'd be very pleased to hear from you - 
(03)97584279. 
Yours sincerely, 
Klaus Schumann 

CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE IN CHILD AND  

FAMILY WELFARE INC  

On any given day, there are over 5,000 Victorian children 

who cannot live safely at home, through no fault of their 

own. 

Foster carers play an important role in giving these  

children loving and safe homes and helping them to reach 

their goals and improve their quality of life.More foster 

carers from all walks of life are needed to meet the de-

mand for care. 

Learn more about becoming a foster carer and make a 

real difference to a young person's life.   

Contact www.cwav.asn.au or Contact the Foster Care 

Hotline on 1`800013088 Brochures available from the  

Office 

mailto:obrien.michael.b@edumail.vic.gov.au

