
  

Newsletter No: 11 

Wednesday  29th April 2009 

community CALENDAR  
  

April 29th Wed 4.00 to 7.00pm ñSecondary School Expoò 
May 1st Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport Begins 
May 4th Mon 9.00am Grade 5/6 CampðRooms 7 & 9/10 
May 4th Mon 9.00am Rmôs 4 & 6 Excursion to the Zoo 
May 4th Mon 7.30pm Education Committee 
May 5th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
May 6th Wed 9.00am to 3.15pm Rmôs 3,5 & 11/12 to Imax & Botanic Gardens 
May 6th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
May 6th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
May 7th Thu 9.00am to 1.30pm Mothers Day Stall @ The Library 
May 8th Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport 
May 11th Mon 9.00am Grade 5/6 camp Rmôs 8/14/19/20 
May 12th Tue 9.15am  to 3.00pm Room 1/2 Excursion to the Zoo 
May 12th Tue 9.00am Naplan Testing Grade 3 
May 12th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
May 13th Wed 9.00am Naplan Testing Grade 3 
May 13th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
May 13th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
May 14th Thu 9.00am Naplan Testing Grade 3 
May 15th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 

PRINCIPALS REPORT  
 

Student Attitudes to School Survey 
WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! Our school is conducting a survey to find 
out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School survey is an annual student survey for 
Year 5 to Year 12 students offered by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development to 
assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school 
will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.  
 
This is the sixth year that the survey has been offered. Students from Year 5 and 6 at our school will par-
ticipate in the survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Attitudes to School survey 
will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 27 April to Friday 8 May. The survey only takes 20-
30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.  
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of July.  The survey results will be commu-
nicated to parents through  newsletter articles and in the annual reporting cycle. Last year we used the 
survey results to assist us in establishing the preferred groupings for our classes at these year levels 
 
Please speak to your childôs teacher if you would like more information. 
Welcome to our new staff at MPW 
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new staff members Diane Lehane and Tanya Bleach. 
Diane will be working in the area of Learning Support in years Prep-Six. To complement Dianeôs Bachelor 
of Education from Melbourne State College she also has additional qualifications including a Graduate 
Diploma in Learning Difficulties from Victoria College and training in the Perceptual Motor Program, Read-
ing Recovery Observation and English as a second language. She has been teaching for many years, 
specialising over the last 12 years in the area of learning support.  Diane strongly believes that as an edu-
cator her key role is to create success for all students. We are really pleased to have Diane on board. 
We also welcome Tanya Bleach; many of you will have already met Tanya in the library. Tanya is here for 
six months as a Library Assistant working Monday, Tuesday and a half day on Wednesday. We are very 
fortunate to have Tanya working in our wonderfully resourced library. 
Building Works Again! 
The safety fences around the oval really tell a tale! The first works to be funded under the Rudd Govern-
ment Economic Stimulus Package funding (ESP) have started.  Over the next six weeks ,Tiger Turf will be 
installing a 1500m2 synthetic play surface on the oval and netball court.  The play areas will be a little tight 
during this time, but once the work is finished we will have a world class play facility at MPW. 

The second component of the Rudd ESP funding is the óPrimary Schools for the 21st Centuryô grant. This 

somewhat competitive program will see an iconic building (Gym, Library or Learning Area) built in every 

Primary School in Australia.  Most  Victorian Schools will have a generic template designed building in-

stalled on their site.  In our case this is not possible for a variety of reasons. We have commissioned our 

school architect to design a building that can connect to the library wing and provide six Learning spaces 

for the Grade 2/3 area of the school, as well as a Performing Arts area.  The design costed and it will be in 

the vicinity of $2.6million.  Later in the newsletter is the concept drawing and proposed plans.  Our applica-

tion for this project was submitted during the April Vacation. Hopefully work will commence in November 

2009, if all the puzzle pieces fall into place. 



 

Please ensure you are keeping up to date with transition news by reading the Transition section of our school news-

letter, and also that you have marked the date of our Secondary School Expo in your diary (Wed, 29th April, 4pm ï 

7.00pm in the gym). 

  

 

MARIBYRNONG COLLEGE  

 

TOURS OF THE COLLEGE ARE AVAILABLE ON 

MONDAYS 12.00PM AND THURSDAYS 9.00AM 

CONTACT THE SCHOOL ON 93181355 TO AR-

RANGE YOUR TOUR 
APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND THE HIGH  

ACHIEVERS PROGRAM CLOSE ON FRIDAY MAY 8TH 

(CONTACT THE GENERAL OFFICE FOR AN INFOR-

MAITON PACK AND APPLICATION FORMS) 

Fitzroy High School is currently running tours 
for families interested in seeing the school in 
action and learning more about our school 
community.  
 

Fitzroy High School, underpinned by the values of  
respect and trust, has an innovative approach to  
education that is having great results for its students. 
With the involvement of parents and carers, teachers 
support students to make choices about their learning 
and development, maximising their performance across 
a broad range of subjects and life skills. The staff team 
knows its students and their capabilities well and uses 
this knowledge in discussions with students and their 
families to develop a personalised learning plan, helping 
each student to extend their achievement.  
 

School tours are currently taking place every  
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 am. Please contact 
the general office on 9488-1900 for tour bookings. 
An open afternoon and evening will be held on 
Thursday 7 May, 1:30pm to 6:30pm.  
Further information about the school is available at 
www.fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au  

 Pascoe Vale Girlsô College       
Year 7 ï 2010 

College Tours 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Pascoe Vale Girlsô College invites you and your Grade 6 daughter to attend 

an information session and tour of the College. 
 

The information session will provide you with an opportunity to hear  

College leaders talking about programs operating within our school. You 

will then be taken on a College tour whilst the school is in normal day 

-to-day operation. 
 

The tours will commence at 11.00am on the following dates: 
 

ü Tuesday May 5. 

ü Wednesday May 6. 

ü Thursday May 7. 
 

Bookings for a tour are essential. Please phone the College on 9306-2544 to 

reserve a place. 
 

We are proud of our College and hope that you will take this  

opportunity to find out more about us. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Miss Helen Jackson  Principal  

Mrs. Tricia OôKeefe Assistant Principal   

Ms Jan Campione  Head of Junior School 

Buckley Park College 

Cooper Street Essendon 

OPEN DAY 2009 

Wednesday 6th May 

1.00 pm to 3.00 pm & 7.00pm to 9.00pm 

Ph 93319999 

buckley.park.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Applications for the Accelerated Learning Program in 2010 

Close on Friday 8th May 2009 

If you have any queries regarding the ALP please contact  

Sapphire Street, Niddrie 3042  

  Phone: 9337 2488   Fax: 9331 0525 

 rosehill.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

School Tours ð Tuesday 9.30am  

Phone 9337 2488 to book  
Open Evening  

Thursday 7 th May, 2009 3.00pm to 7.30pm  

6.30pm ð College Principal Address  

-  Tours 

-  Classes in action  

-  Teaching Staff available to answer questions  

 

 

 

 

Arnold Street Princes Hill  3054  

   mailox@phsc.vic.edu.au/www.phsc.vic.edu.au 

invites  you  to 
 

AN  INFORMATION  EVENING  
ON  THURSDAY 7TH MAY 2009 

 

4.00 pm Information Session and Tour  

or 

7.00pm Information Session and Tour 
 

TOURS  MONDAY  AND  THURSDAY  MORNINGS  AT 

8.45am   UNTIL  7th  MAY  

Please phone to book for a tour 

9389 0600 
 

Princes Hill Secondary College values excellence, celebrates  

difference and seeks to make education a positive experience for  

everyone. 

JOHN STONE,  PRINCIPAL 

PRINCES HILL SECONDARY COLLEGE  

mailto:rosehill.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 Friday 8th Monday 4th Thursday 7th Wednesday 6th Tuesday 5th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Honey 
Joys 

Patterns 
With Mama 
Beads 

Chinese  
Lantern 
(Cont) 

Chinese 
Lantern 

Mothers 
Day 
Crafts 

Dear Parents, 
Just a note to say that on Wednesday 29th April, the After Care  
Program will be running in the Library, not the Gym due to the   
Secondary School Expo being held in the Gym. 
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 
Thanks 
The OSHC Team. 

Parents, please  
remember to inform the 
OSHC staff on 93757906 
of changes to  
 bookings/cancellations. 
It reduces the need to 
chase up missing  
children. 

WANTED  

A couch for Room 3. If you have a 
couch that is in good condition that you no longer need we 

would love to have it in Room 3. Please see Jo." 

What is foster care? 
Foster Care is temporary care provided for children and young people by ap-
proved volunteer caregivers when the childôs family is not able to care for them. 
When children are unable to live at home for various reasons, the first choice of 
placement is with relatives or someone they know but when this is not possible 
these children rely on individuals and families to open their hearts and their 
homes. 
Where possible, children are reunited with their parents as quickly as possible. 
In some instances it may not be possible for children to return to their parents and 
they may need to be in foster care until a permanent placement is arranged. 
Children may require foster care for many reasons including: 
a crisis or emergency situation, such as illness, high stress or family issue;  
when parents need a break from caring for their children and require support in 
their parenting role e.g. when the child has a disability or a single parent has no 
other supports;  
when there are issues of abuse and neglect and a child needs a safe place to live 
whilst these issues are being addressed. 
Currently, there is a national shortage of foster carers along with a diminishing 
numbers of people willing to become foster carers in Melbourneôs North and 
West. 
Who can be a foster carer? 
people who can provide a safe and nurturing environment for children;  
people in the community who have a commitment to caring for others;  
üsingles, couples, people with or without children, working, unemployed, or re-
tired;  
üpeople who want to contribute to the community;  
üpeople of all ages;  
üpeople from diverse cultural and religious backgrounds. 

Is there support for foster carers? 
ücarers receive 24 hour support from Baptcare through a team-based approach 
to caring for children;  
ücarers complete a comprehensive training program, which is followed by ongo-
ing sessions throughout the year;  
ücarers receive support from each other through networks with other foster car-
ers;  
ücarers receive a tax free allowance and reimbursement of other expenses. 
If you love children and want to help those in need please call today about be-
coming a foster carer. 
If you live in Moonee Valley or Brimbank 
Please call us on 9373 3800 or send an email to familyservices@baptcare.org.au. 
If you live outside those areas 
Please call the Victorian Foster Care Hotline on 1800 013 088. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

Some students in Room 20 are  

organising to send an Operation Christmas Child 

Box. This is a shoe box filled with gifts that will be 

sent  to children from disadvantaged countries. We 

are asking for donations from any class 

room. 

These need to be new items and 

some suggestions are soft toys, 

 pencils, clothes, tennis balls, 

toothbrushes, carry bags and bangles.  

Please DO NOT include any war items, food or 

breakable items. 

Thank you from Brian Ly and Liam Hickmott 

ENVIRO COMMITTEE WORKING BEE  
 

The Environment Committee is 

 planning a working bee on Sunday 

17th May to do some tidying up 

around the school grounds and to 

make  

our school look its best. Weôre asking parents who 

are interested in spending a morning with us doing 

odd jobs, big and small, to let us know their interest 

so we can plan. 

If you would like to join us, please return the note 

below as soon as possible. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------  

Name: ___________________________________ 
 

Contact phone number: ______________________ 
 

Childôs name_______________________________ 

  

Childôs Room______________________ 

 

mailto:familyservices@baptcare.org.au


 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM òRoom 16ó 


