
  

Newsletter No: 10 

Wednesday  22nd April 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  

April 28th Tue 9.00am School Photos 
April 28th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
April 28th Tue 7.00pm Naplan Information Evening in the Conference Room 
April 29th Wed 9.30am District Cross Country @ Aberfeldie Park 
April 29th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
April 29th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
April 29th Wed 4.00 to 7.00pm “Secondary School Expo” 
May 1st Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport Begins 
May 4th Mon 9.00am Grade 5/6 Camp—Rooms 7 & 9/10 
May 4th Mon 9.00am Rm’s 4 & 6 Excursion to the Zoo 
May 4th Mon 7.30pm Education Committee 
May 5th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
May 6th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
May 6th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
May 7th Thu 9.00am to 1.30pm Mothers Day Stall @ The Library 
May 8th Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport 
May 11th Mon 9.00am Grade 5/6 camp Rm’s 8/14/19/20 
May 12th Tue 9.00am Room 1/2 Excursion to the Zoo 
May 12th Tue 9.00am Naplan Testing Grade 3 
May 12th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
May 13th Wed 9.00am Naplan Testing Grade 3 
May 13th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
May 13th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
May 14th Thu 9.00am Naplan Testing Grade 3 
May 15th Fri 9.00am Interschool Sport 

PRINCIPALS REPORT 
 

Sibling Enrolments 

We have commenced our enrolment processes for 2010.  With the level interest in parent tours, 

it is very important that current families complete their enrolment for 2010 ASAP.  We have a 

DEECD confirmed enrolment ceiling of 500 pupils and we will possibly not have room for all 

families who are interested in a place at MPW.  If you live outside our neighbourhood zone and 

have a sibling due for enrolment, completion of the enrolment form by the deadline is the only 

way you can confirm your child‟s place. Collect the enrolment forms from the office. 
 

MPW PS Laptop Program 

School Council embarked on an ambitious program two years ago that would see MPW move to 

having a set of wireless laptop computers in each and every classroom.  From the beginning of 

Term 2 we have met a major milestone in this program.  We have recently purchased 18 new 

macbooks (wireless capable) for use in the P/1 area.  We now have laptops in all classrooms.  

We also meet the Education Departments suggested ratio of 1 laptop to every 5 students.  This 

has been a major financial commitment on behalf of School Council, which has also been won-

derfully supported by parents through our Compulsory Levy program.  We could not have done 

it without your support. 

 

As a by product of the upgrading to macbooks, 

we have 30 Emac desktop computers available 

for purchase by families in our community.  We 

are selling these for $100 each on a first come 

first serve basis.  See Tony if you are interested 

in them for use at home.  No responsibility or 

service support offered after purchase. 

National  Assessment Program (NAPLAN) 
The national tests for literacy and numeracy conducted by the Victorian Curriculum and  

Assessment Authority for Year 3 and Year 5 students will be held at school over the next few 

weeks. The dates are as follows 

Yr 3 – Tuesday 12th May, Wednesday 13th May and Thursday 14th May 

Yr 5 – Tuesday 19th May, Wednesday 20th May and Thursday 21st May 

A letter has gone home to Year 3 & 5 families today with additional details. There is a parent 

information evening planned for next Tuesday 28 April starting at 7.00 in the conference 

room. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Robyn Russell or Jenny Crowle 



 

Please ensure you are keeping up to date with transition news by reading the Transition section of our school news-

letter, and also that you have marked the date of our Secondary School Expo in your diary (Wed, 29th April, 4pm ï 

7.00pm in the gym). 

  

 

MARIBYRNONG COLLEGE 

 

TOURS OF THE COLLEGE ARE AVAILABLE ON 

MONDAYS 12.00PM AND THURSDAYS 9.00AM 

CONTACT THE SCHOOL ON 93181355 TO AR-

RANGE YOUR TOUR 
APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND THE HIGH  

ACHIEVERS PROGRAM CLOSE ON FRIDAY MAY 8TH 

(CONTACT THE GENERAL OFFICE FOR AN INFOR-

MAITON PACK AND APPLICATION FORMS) 

Fitzroy High School is currently running tours 
for families interested in seeing the school in 
action and learning more about our school 
community.  
 

Fitzroy High School, underpinned by the values of  
respect and trust, has an innovative approach to  
education that is having great results for its students. 
With the involvement of parents and carers, teachers 
support students to make choices about their learning 
and development, maximising their performance across 
a broad range of subjects and life skills. The staff team 
knows its students and their capabilities well and uses 
this knowledge in discussions with students and their 
families to develop a personalised learning plan, helping 
each student to extend their achievement.  
 

School tours are currently taking place every  
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 am. Please contact 
the general office on 9488-1900 for tour bookings. 
An open afternoon and evening will be held on 
Thursday 7 May, 1:30pm to 6:30pm.  
Further information about the school is available at 
www.fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au  

 Pascoe Vale Girlsô College       
Year 7 ï 2010 

College Tours 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Pascoe Vale Girls‟ College invites you and your Grade 6 daughter to attend 

an information session and tour of the College. 
 

The information session will provide you with an opportunity to hear  

College leaders talking about programs operating within our school. You 

will then be taken on a College tour whilst the school is in normal day 

-to-day operation. 
 

The tours will commence at 11.00am on the following dates: 
 

ü Tuesday May 5. 

ü Wednesday May 6. 

ü Thursday May 7. 
 

Bookings for a tour are essential. Please phone the College on 9306-2544 to 

reserve a place. 
 

We are proud of our College and hope that you will take this  

opportunity to find out more about us. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Miss Helen Jackson  Principal 

Mrs. Tricia OôKeefe Assistant Principal   

Ms Jan Campione  Head of Junior School 

Buckley Park College 

Cooper Street Essendon 

OPEN DAY 2009 

Wednesday 6th May 

1.00 pm to 3.00 pm & 7.00pm to 9.00pm 

Ph 93319999 

buckley.park.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Applications for the Accelerated Learning Program in 2010 

Close on Friday 8th May 2009 

If you have any queries regarding the ALP please contact  

Sapphire Street, Niddrie 3042  

  Phone: 9337 2488   Fax: 9331 0525 

 rosehill.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

School Tours ð Tuesday 9.30am  

Phone 9337 2488 to book  
Open Evening  

Thursday 7 th May, 2009 3.00pm to 7.30pm  

6.30pm ð College Principal Address  

-  Tours 

-  Classes in action  

-  Teaching Staff available to answer questions  

 

 

STRATHMORE SECONDARY COLLEGE 

2010 MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP  

 
Strathmore Secondary College invites interested students in Years 6

-11 to apply for a Music Scholarship in 2010. 

Our College provides a strong music program that helps students to 

reach their musical potential through individual and group tuition. 

Students selected for scholarships will be of a high 

 musical ability with a commitment to the enhancement of their 

skills in this area. 

Shortlisted applicants will be required to attend an  

audition and interview in term two. 

For further details, please contact the College on 9379 7999 or email 

king.dianne.f@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Closing date for applications: Friday 18th May, 2009 

mailto:rosehill.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:king.dianne.f@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 Friday 1st Monday 27th Thursday 30th Wednesday 29th Tuesday 28th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
òHighlightsó  

Puzzles  
& Board  
Games 

Mother’s Day 
Creations 

Construction 
Crafts 
Cont. 

Construction  
Crafts 

Pom Pom  
Creations 

Hi Everyone 
 
Welcome back to OSHC Program for Term 2.  Looking forward to 
having a great time with some interesting activities planned for this 
term. 
Thanks The OSHC Team 
 

 

 
OSHC operation hours 
are 7.15am to 8.45am 
and 3.00pm to 6.15pm 

DO YOU RIDE YOUR SCOOTER TO SCHOOL???? 

If you do can you please check that you have taken your own 

scooter home? This week we have had three students that have 

had their scooters taken home by other students mistakenly. 

Can you please name your scooter „s clearly to avoid this  

problem. We currently have two scooters at the Office without 

homes and two students without their scooters. 

    Chess Coaching    

 
            Have fun learning Chess!! 
    Where:     Moonee Ponds Primary School Library 

    When:      Tuesdays 3.30pm – 4.20pm 

                      28th April to 16st June 2009 

    Cost:         12% discount for Cash Payments - 

                      $75 Cash or $85 Cheque - per child. 

    Benefits:   Strategic thinking, improved self esteem, 

                      attention span in class, lateral thinking, 

                      team work, analytical skills. 

  We cater for all skill levels! Each week different lessons are 

taught & games are played. A trophy is awarded to the “Best 

& Fairest” player, and a Silver badge to 2nd place and a 

Bronze badge to 3rd place at the end of term. To enrol your 

child please make payment (per child) of $75 cash or $85 

cheque prior to Tuesday  28th April. Cheques made payable 

to “Hooton Consulting Pty Ltd”  

       For more information contact Phil from 

            Checkmate Chess Coaching on 

               9598 2006 or 0421 901 530 

                www.lifecoaches.com.au 

Forward this section with your payment to your school office. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Childôs Full Name: ________________ 

Class: ______ 

School: __________________________ 
 

Payment Due:  Tuesday 28th April 2009    

 

$75 cash:        or    $85 cheque:      

 

A couple of important messages from Kylie in 

Hall.  
 

Dear friends of the HALL  
To those big and those small, 
I write to help remind you all, 

That when you are around at HALL  
 

Please rememberé 
 

It is a teaching and a learning space 
And whilst the toys might seem real ace 
We have to keep everything in its place 

 

Because it really isnõt fair 
For the children who take great care 

To pack it up and leave it there 
 

So when you talk and stand about 
I would ask you please not shout 
Donõt let your toddler be a lout 

Keep them by your side or take them out 
 

We are in desperate need for donations of the followingé 
items suitable for tinkering with any power cords removed 

(clock radios, dvd/video/cassette players,  telephones, etc) 
 

boxes & other materials appropriate for construction (please 
ensure all plastic containers are washed & clean) 

 

boxes of tissues (in preparation for the many runny noses 
throughout the colder months) 

http://www.lifecoaches.com.au


  

A glimpse of Creative Arts in Term 1. 
 

Art Excursion to Australian Centre for Contemporary Art. 
 

On Wednesday February 18, rooms 8, 9/10, 13, 17 and 20 attended a special exhibition at Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA) in 

South Melbourne. 
 

The exhibition was by 2 Swiss artists, Gerda Steiner and Jorg Lenzlinger entitled The Waterhole. The artists, who have collaborated since 

1997, created an ecological fantasy-world bringing together made and found objects creating an extravagant, magical installation. 
 

After returning from the exhibition children in Kim‟s grade 2/3, room 17 created a story describing and illustrating their visit to ACCA.  
 

This is what they wrote: 
 

“The day started when room 17, room 13, Diana and Sue took off like a rocket in the bus. We were heading for the Australian Centre for  

Contemporary Art.(ACCA) 

As we arrived we met Andrew, he was our guide of the morning. He walked us through a silver tunnel that led us to the Waterhole exhibition.ò 
 

ñAs a group, room 17 went into a room with a waterbed. We lined up in pairs an each pair was able to lie on the waterbed. It felt like a mas-

sage because the water was constantly moving. It felt as if we were floatingò. 
 

ñIn each corner of the room was a projector showing different forms of nature like: water pouring out of containers, plants, rain and leaves. 
 

ñThe next room we went in had beds. One was hanging from the ceiling and two beds were on the ground. A meteor rock was suspended 

above one of the beds that were on the floor. The other bed that was on the floor had  

a mobile dangling over it. The mobile was made of tree branches, plastic bags, flowers,  

feathers, insects and leavesò. 
 

ñThe third room that we explored had photographs of the artist, Gerda Steiner,  

lifting people in the air. Jorg Lenzlinger took the photographs to show peopleôs  

expression, like the shock, surprise and laughter.ò 
 

ñWe made our way back to the Waterhole. Andrew gave us a Treasure Hunt sheet and  fifteen  

minutes to find 32 items. Some objects were really hard to findò. 
 

ñWe retraced our steps back to the entrance, got on the bus and come back to schoolò. 
 

Multi-age workshops. 
 

In term 1 children from Michael & Adele‟s rooms 11/12 prep,1/2, Amy P‟s room 

15 grade 2/3, Robyn‟s room 7 grade4/5/6 and Di‟s room 19 grade 4/5/6 attended 

our weekly Multi-age workshop. The most popular workshop was Drama  

activities which was run many times so all children who indicated their desire to 

attend, were able to do so. Rooms 3, 4, 17, 18 and 8 will be attending our work-

shops in term 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Joshua S.                      Emily C.                      Imogen                             Rhiannon 
 

                          Look out term 3& 4 !!!!  
 

                         Creative Arts & PE join together for Circus skills and Performance 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM òRoom 1/2ó 

Waterhole Book cover ï room 17 

William Nelson, Jack Wyatt and 
Jacob Haritou room 7 

Amy McGrath and Emily 
Walsh room 15 

Grade 6 Project ï Ceramic Totems 
 

As many of you will have noticed the grade 6 

project from 2008 has  

found a great position outside room 11/12 and 

9/10, right in front of  

our mosaic on the Eglinton Street side of the 

school. Come and have a look!!!  

MPW Art Gallery works term 1: Decorated Skins. 

 

Aiden and Will practicing their 

juggling ï room 7 



 „KIDS DO MATTERô - STUDENT WELLBEING  

Supporting Kids  

Confidence 

Over the next few weeks I will explore how we can help children to become more self 
aware, that is to recognise their strengths and limitations.  This ability helps children to 
get better at having a go at different things and also setting goals for their own  
development.  
A story to beginé 

Everyoneõs good at something!  

Michael really likes football but heôs not sure about playing with the local team. He 

thinks: ñIôm not as good as the other kids are. What if they donôt pass the ball to me? 

What if I drop it?ò Michael often stops himself from having a go at new things.  

He doesnôt want to look silly.  

He would rather let others go first so he can watch what they do. At school when the 

teacher asks him a question he often says ñI donôt knowò even if he does know the 

answer. Michael doesnôt want to get things wrong. When he makes a mistake on his 

homework he gives up and says, ñI canôt do it.ò  

His parents want him to try. ñYouôve got to have a go,ò his dad says, ñotherwise, how 

will you learn?ò  

Children who lack confidence 

in their abilities sometimes try 

to avoid even having a go at 

some things. This can get  

frustrating for parents and  

carers. It can also stop children 

from developing the skills they 

need to tackle tasks confidently. Next week the article will 

focus on how confidence 

develops and how parents 

and carers can help. 

 

Jenny Crowle 

Encouraging children to have a go and valuing  

individual improvement support childrenôs confidence 

Itôs Not OK to be Away or Late 

 
Regular school attendance is a critical factor in student success. How many days did your child have off in Term 1? 

At Moonee Ponds West Primary in 2008 the average number of days off per student was 11.9 which is very worrying. When 

children are well they need to be at school. It is worth noting that 10 absent days equates to 1 day off per month. 

On a positive note at the completion of Term 1 

205 out of 489 or 42% of children have been at school every day– a great effort congratulations to those children and fami-

lies. 

On a worrying note at the completion of Term1  

284 out of 489 children or 58% of children have been absent in term 1 

There were 857 absence days, 395 late arrivals and 265 early departures. 

Of the 857 absences, 297 or 35% were unexplained. 

When children stay away from school their learning and friendships are affected. Their learning can become disjointed and diffi-

cult. 

Students who stay away from school: 

miss the introduction of new work 

fail to complete work 

miss revision 

fall behind in their learning 

develop disjointed home-reading routines 

may lack confidence because they cannot do work the class has been studying 

miss specialist lessons 

miss notices and newsletters 

miss celebrations 

can find it difficult to form and maintain friendship groups 

When children are sick parents can make it easier for them to return to school by sending a note and attending to home reading/

work routines. 

The Student Wellbeing team will keep us informed of how MPW is going with student attendance. Classroom teachers will be 

supplied with fortnightly attendance records and will follow up on unexplained absences. It is so important that children are at 

school to learn and develop both academically and socially. 

Look for this box in each weeks newsletter ï it will let you know how many children were at school 

all week and other interesting facts about attendance. 



 SPORTS NEWS 
 

Winter Sport 
The Gr 5/6 children will practice their Winter Sport (bat tennis, netball 
or football) this Friday with the real competition starting next week. 
The children in football will walk to Maribyrnong Park with Ryan & Jan 
(leaving at 9.00am & returning by 11.00am. 
 

District Cross Country 
Next week we have the District Cross Country competition on 
Wednesday April 29th at Aberfeldie Park. Thirty children will compete 
against children from 9 other schools. We will walk to the park, leaving 
at 9.00am & returning by 12.30pm.  Good luck to all of the runners! 
We will need parent helpers on the day, see Jan if you can help.  
 

Whitten Region Tennis Championships 
Good luck to Alek Vuruna & Lachy Consiglio who will play doubles 
today as the representatives of the Ascot Vale District in the region 
tennis championships at Bayside College. Report next week. 
 

Talent ID Soccer Academy 
Through Maribyrnong College a free 4 week training course is being 
offered for any interested girls or boys. The Girls Soccer Academy will 
run from Saturday 25th April to 16th May & the Boys Soccer Academy 
from June 6th to June 27th. See Jan for an information sheet.  
 
 

Moonee West Hockeyroos! 
There is no truth to the rumour that 
the Australian Womenôs Hockey team 
is changing its name to the Moonee 
West Hockeyroos even though there 
are 2 ex students currently in the 
team! Sarah OôConnor, our 2007 Fun 
Run guest starter, was first  
selected 2 years ago but just last 
week Georgia Nanscawen, who is 
only 16 & did work experience at 
MPW last year, has been selected to 
travel to South Africa to play in a four 
nations tournament. For a primary 
school to have 2 national representa-
tives is something to be very proud of 
& we wish both girls all the best in South Africa & in the future. 
 

Tommy 
Thanks to the following children & their families for feeding Tommy 
over the holidays (& giving him a pat!).  Grace (Rm 5), Liam (Rm 15), 
Ryan (Rm 4), Olivia (Rm 6) & Claudia (Rm 20). Your help is very 
much appreciated & Tommy looks fit & healthy. He also had his vacci-
nations during the holidays (thanks to the JSC) & Dr Noel Smith said 
for a 13 year old cat he was in great shape. It must be due to all of 
that love he receives from his 500 owners! 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHY DAY 
TUESDAY 28TH APRIL, 2009 

 

ARTHUR REED PHOTOS WILL BE AT SCHOOL ON  

TUESDAY 28TH APRIL.  
 

On Tuesday (21 April) the School Photographs or-

der form went home via your child/ren for your  

perusal and completion;  

 please return the completed form along with  

payment on  
 

PHOTO DAYñTUESDAY 28TH APRIL . 
 

PLEASE ENSURE: 
 

form is completed  
 

exact moneyñcash, cheque or credit card is en-

closed 
 

return order form on PHOTO DAY  
 

Family photo order forms are available from the 

office.  

AND remember bring those smiles J 

Mothers Day Stall 7th of May 2009 
 

The Mothers Day stall will be held the Thursday before 

Mothers Day the 7th of May. Children can choose from a 

selection of gifts for their Mum, ranging from $1.00 to $5.00 

dollars. Children will have the opportunity to choose one gift 

in their allocated time and may come back at lunchtime when 

there will be a limited number of gifts available. 
 

Helpers are needed for the preparation of Mothers Day gifts 

on Friday the 1st of May between 9.00am and 10.30am and 

on the Mothers Day Stall between 9.00am and 1.00pm on the 

7th of May (any time you can give between these times will 

be appreciated).If you are able to help with any aspect of the 

Mothers Day Stall please call Tiffany on 0438 399 559 or 

email tifrob@bigpond.net.au 
 

Donations for the Mothers Day Stall 

Do you have a draw full of tangled necklaces that you no 

longer need? 

We are seeking donations of pre-loved costume jewelry (e.g. 

Necklaces, brooches, clip on earrings) and would appreciate 

it if you can deliver them to the office in the next couple of 

weeks (we will untangle them!) 

Maths At Home 
 Each week in the newsletter we will be including en-
gaging ideas and activities that you can do with your 
children at home to support their learning in mathemat-
ics.  This week, there are some general suggestions for 
parents.  In the coming weeks the tasks included will be 
targeted for either "lower" or "upper" primary students.   
  

You can help your children at home by involving them in 

mathematical activities and talking to them about mathemat-

ics and its everyday uses.  Be positive!  Praise your childôs 

success.  Encourage your child to have a go at measuring, 

calculating, counting, estimating and solving problems.  In-

vite children to investigate and make discoveries for them-

selves.  Encourage them to find their own answers.  Donôt be 

too quick to tell them the answers. 

 

EMACHEQUES ARE AVAILABLE FOR  

COLLECTION FROM THE OFFICE. 

If you have placed an order for Bulbs 

they are available for collection from 

the Office 

Are you missing an Esky, Rice Cooker or kitchen 
tools??? We may have them!!! If you very kindly lent any 
of these items for use at our fete and have forgotten to 
pick them up they are awaiting collection at the Office 

mailto:tifrob@bigpond.net.au

