
  

Newsletter No: 09 

Wednesday  1st April 2009 

community CALENDAR 
  
 

April 3rd Fri 1.30pm TERM 1 Concludes (Early dismissal) 
 

April 20th Mon 9.00am TERM 2 Begins 
April 21st Tue 2.30pm  CRE Lessons 
April 28th Tue 9.00am School Photos 
April 28th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
April 29th Wed 9.30am District Cross Country @ Aberfeldie Park 
April 29th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir 
April 29th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
April 29th Wed 4.00 to 7.00pm “Secondary School Expo” 
May 1st Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport Begins 
May 4th Mon 9.00am Grade 5/6 Camp—Rooms 7 & 9/10 
May 5th Tue 2.30pm CRE Lessons 
May 6th Wed 1.30pm Senior Choir  
May 6th Wed 2.30pm Junior Choir 
May 7th Thu 9.00am to 1.30pm Mothers Day Stall @ The Library 
May 8th Fri 9.00am Winter Interschool Sport 

PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Building Education Revolution Update 
As noted in earlier newsletters we have frantically been working to some extraordinary deadlines to access 
the Commonwealth BER economic stimulus funding.  We were informed on Monday that we had been 
recommended by the State Government to be in the first round of the National Pride funding which will 
allocate $200,000 for small school projects.  We have applied to have the oval resurfacing completed,  
extending the Tiger Turf onto the asphalt netball court, completing the Grade 5/6 outdoor learning spaces 
(Eglinton Street) as well as the construction of new security entrances on both Lennox and Eglinton 
Streets.  With this grant, supported by the incredibly generous donations from our community($13500 to 
date), we should be able to finish these projects by the end of Term 2. 
 

The second and more complicated project is the funding provided under the Primary Schools for the 21st 
Century grant.  We are eligible, if you read the Commonwealth guidelines, for the construction of an iconic 
$3M building.  We have chosen to replace the portable complex on Eglinton Street with an individually 
designed learning community space suitable for six classes.  This will see the middle team eventually being 
relocated there.  This project has had incredibly tight timelines.  Since the initial announcement three 
weeks ago we have had to brief architects, consult with the community/staff, finalise the design (design 
plus elevations), have it costed by a quantity surveyor and then complete the application documentation by 
this coming Friday, 3rd April.  We look like we will make it!   We plan to submit our application in Round 2, 
which closes in early April.  If our submission is successful, we should have the building work started by 
late September 2009, with a completion date of September 2010.  If you would like to have a look at the 
design work to date, contact me at the office and I can share it with you. 
 

Compulsory School Levies Reminder 
Thankyou to the many families who have made a contribution to the school levy program.  Of the 368 
 families in the school, 311 (85%) have made a contribution to date.  Our school could not operate the  
varied programs we do without this level of financial support. 
Though I do need to remind families that have yet to pay their School Levies, in particular the excursion 
levy and sports levy, that these levies are not voluntary and cover the actual costs of these programs.  If 
you would like your children to be involved in these programs, please make your payment before the end of 
Term 1.  If you are experiencing any financial hardship, contact me directly to make other payment  
arrangements. 
 

Thank you 
This has been an incredibly busy term, but I know we have achieved a great deal in the ten week period.  
Thankyou to the staff who have put endless hours into making your child‟s time at school interesting, 
inspirational as well as educationally stimulating.  Thank you to the many hundreds of parents who actively 
support our school in so many ways. And finally thankyou to the students who make working here so 
rewarding. 
 
Have a fabulous April school holidays! 

HEADLICE 
 

A number of cases of head lice infection have been reported lately. Please take time to check 

your child’s hair. Children who have been infected must undergo treatment before being  

allowed back to school. The following website provides useful information about identification 

and treatment. 
 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/faq.htm 



 

Other Transition reminders: 
Please ensure you are keeping up to date with transition news by reading the Transition section of our school news-

letter, and also that you have marked the date of our Secondary School Expo in your diary (Wed, 29th April, 4pm – 

7.00pm in the gym). 

  

On Wednesday, April 1st we will be holding our ..... 
 

 
 

We encourage all parents/ guardians of Grade 6 children to attend.  

On this night, we will be distributing the Secondary School Transition Form, which you will need to complete to ensure your 

child has a place in a secondary school. The procedures and timelines for Transition, including the return of these forms, will be 

explained, and you will have the chance to have your questions about transition answered. 

The night will begin at 7.30 pm in the Conference Room (next to the staffroom) and should be finished by 8.30pm. 

If you can’t attend, your child’s transition form will be sent home the following day. 

Year 6/7 Transition Information Night 

MARIBYRNONG COLLEGE 

TOURS OF THE COLLEGE ARE AVAILABLE ON 

MONDAYS 12.00PM AND THURSDAYS 9.00AM 

CONTACT THE SCHOOL ON 93181355 TO ARRANGE 

YOUR TOUR 
APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND THE HIGH  

ACHIEVERS PROGRAM CLOSE ON FRIDAY MAY 8TH 

(CONTACT THE GENERAL OFFICE FOR AN INFORMAITON 

PACK AND APPLICATION FORMS) 

STRATHMORE SECONDARY COLLEGE 

2010 MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 

 
Strathmore Secondary College invites interested students 

in Years 6-11 to apply for a Music Scholarship in 2010. 

Our College provides a strong music program that helps 

students to reach their musical potential through individual 

and group tuition. 

Students selected for scholarships will be of a high 

 musical ability with a commitment to the enhancement of 

their skills in this area. 

Shortlisted applicants will be required to attend an  

audition and interview in term two. 

For further details, please contact the College on 9379 

7999 or email king.dianne.f@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Fitzroy High School is currently running tours 
for families interested in seeing the school in 
action and learning more about our school 
community.  
 

Fitzroy High School, underpinned by the values of  
respect and trust, has an innovative approach to  
education that is having great results for its students. 
With the involvement of parents and carers, teachers 
support students to make choices about their learning 
and development, maximising their performance 
across a broad range of subjects and life skills. The 
staff team knows its students and their capabilities well 
and uses this knowledge in discussions with students 
and their families to develop a personalised learning 
plan, helping each student to extend their achievement.  
 

School tours are currently taking place every  
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 am. Please contact 
the general office on 9488-1900 for tour bookings. 
An open afternoon and evening will be held on 
Thursday 7 May, 1:30pm to 6:30pm.  
Further information about the school is available at 
www.fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au  

 Pascoe Vale Girls’ College       
Year 7 – 2010 

College Tours 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Pascoe Vale Girls’ College invites you and your Grade 6 daughter to attend 

an information session and tour of the College. 
 

The information session will provide you with an opportunity to hear  

College leaders talking about programs operating within our school. You 

will then be taken on a College tour whilst the school is in normal day 

-to-day operation. 
 

The tours will commence at 11.00am on the following dates: 
 

 Tuesday May 5. 

 Wednesday May 6. 

 Thursday May 7. 
 

Bookings for a tour are essential. Please phone the College on 9306-2544 to 

reserve a place. 
 

We are proud of our College and hope that you will take this  

opportunity to find out more about us. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Miss Helen Jackson  Principal 

Mrs. Tricia O’Keefe Assistant Principal   

Ms Jan Campione  Head of Junior School 

Buckley Park College 

Cooper Street Essendon 

OPEN DAY 2009 

Wednesday 6th May 

1.00 pm to 3.00 pm & 7.00pm to 9.00pm 

Ph 93319999 

buckley.park.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Applications for the Accelerated Learning Program in 2010 

Close on Friday 8th May 2009 

If you have any queries regarding the ALP please contact  

Phil Hallinan on 9331 9999 

 

mailto:king.dianne.f@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 Friday 10th Monday 6th Thursday 9th Wednesday 8th Tuesday 7th 

OSHC  
PROGRAM 
“Highlights”  

No school No school No school No school No school 

Hi Everyone, 
Unfortunately the Holiday Program will not be running at Moonee 
Ponds West Primary during this term break (6/4/09ð16/4/09). 
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 
Have a nice holiday and see you next term. 
Thanks 
The OSHC team 

 

On the 3rd April OSHC 
will operate from 1.00pm 
to 6.15pm 
If you wish to book ring  
93757906! 
Thanks 
OSHC Team 

The Ascot Vale Leisure Centre is providing FREE private 
Aquatic Education lessons during the school holiday period. 
 
Call or visit the centre to book your free lesson NOW! 
Ascot Vale Leisure Centre 
Cnr Langs & Epsom Road 
ASCOT VALE   VIC   3032 
 
P    9375 3411 
W   http://www.ascotvale.ymca.org.au       
 

Offer valid 13 -17 April 2009 
Limited places available 
 
* Conditions Apply  
 
Also available to current members ï the Aqua Safe 
 Intensive Holiday Program 
 

WANTED A HOME FOR TWO RABBITS 
 

Two male rabbits , brown and white. They 

are docile and come with a hutch. Free to a 

good home.  

Please phone Allison on 0439312024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Footballers and Parents: Vic Footy 
“boots off” again on Saturday 2nd 
May „09 in Strathmore!! We offer 2 
timeslots – 8.30am & 9.30am. So if 
your young footballer(s) – aged 5 – 
12, desires to “Take a screamer”, 
or “Kick a sausage”, enrol quickly to 
ensure your spot!! UNLIKE  
BETTER KNOWN CLINICS ALL 
PLAYERS ARE ACTIVE 100% OF 

THE TIME!!!VOIAPPOINTMENT !! 
ENROL N! 
ENQUIRIES: Mike Bishop – 9379 
0335 (ph. & fax) or: 0418 303432. 
email: mabish@optusnet.com.au 

The Yarra Valley Railway Easter  

Festival  
  

   Trolley rides will depart Healesville station hourly 
10am to 4pm on the following dates: 

** Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th Normal operations only** 
  

Wednesday 8th of April to Sunday 19th of April 
  

Trolley Rides - The Easter Bunny will be in attendance with 

Easter Eggs - Operating Road Steam Engine and Whistles - 

Childrenôs Playground. 
  

Adults    $9.00 
Children 3 -12 years  $7.00 
Family (2 adults + 2 children)                 $25.00 
Concession   $7.00 

  
  

Rides will operate over Easter with Good Friday Ride  

proceeds donated to the Royal Children’s Hospital. 
  

For more information please call 5962 2490 
Or visit our website at 

www.yarravalleyrailway.org.au 
  

 

Extend Adventures 
School Holiday Program at 

Penleigh & Essendon Grammar School 
Week 1: Monday 6 April to Thursday 9 April 2009 
Week 2: Tuesday 14 April to Friday 17 April 2009.  

Action-Packed School Holiday Fun! 
For primary school aged boys and girls. 

Come and join in the fun with Extend these holidays!  
 

For brochures, prices, bookings and enquiries please call 
Extend on  

1300 366 437 or visit our website at: 
www.extend.com.au   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Futsal Oz in association with Inner 
City FC is offering children aged 5 to 
12 years of age a unique opportunity 
to join its modern training and small 
sided game program. 
The program starts in Term 2—20th 
April 2009. Inner City FC  
development program is run by  
accredited coaching staff. 
For more information please call 
1300788799 or email  
infor@futsaloz.com.au or visit 
www.futsaloz.com. Flyers are 
 available from the Office. 

http://www.ascotvale.ymca.org.au/
http://www.extend.com.au/


  

From 16/3, the grade 3 students in Room 18 went on camp.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:LOOK OUT FOR WORK FROM òCreative Artsó 

Merit: Bush Art was creative! 

Franklin: Dinner was so YUMMY!  

Evelyn: Rope courses were tricky and fun.  

Jango: The survival game was the best! 

Ally: Red Faces had BIG laughs! 

Rica: Hut building was fun because you got to 

present it!! 

Taylor: The night walk was dark and fun. 

We saw some possums fighting over some 

apples!  

Jade: The bush walk was fun. We had a break at the rainbow trunk.  

Marcus: The walk to camp was rocky fun and a challenge for some 

people!!! 

Lisa: Watching the survival game was like watching a wildlife  

documentary.  

Cairo: The Billy tea was yum!! So was the sweet damper. 

Meanwhile, back with the Grade 2s 
We made autumn trees and we all enjoyed that, and we read this funny poem called ‘Spaghetti, spaghetti!’ We had lots of 

fun with the grade 2s from Room 15. We did lots of fun math's games.  

WE HAD LOTS OF FUN BUT WE MISSED THE GRADE 3S!!! 

And the best part was… 

Free time and math's. (Kal) 

When we had F.A.T. (Abi) 

I really liked math's. (Dom 

I liked F.A.T. (Jack) 

F.A.T. on Tuesday. (Naomi) 

The grade 2s had lots of fun. 

(Lila) 

I liked math's a lot. (Jayden) 

I really liked F.A.T. (Ian) 

 



 

‘KIDS DO MATTER’ - STUDENT WELLBEING 

Managing Feelings (Part 2)  

Learning to pay attention to how they are feeling helps children understand that 

they can have emotions without being controlled by them. 

Learning to name feelings helps children find ways to express them without having 

to act them out. 

Learning to cope with feelings helps children manage 

their behaviour at school and at home. It helps them 

learn better, relate to others better and feel better 

about themselves. 

Things to remember: 
Å learning skills for managing feelings takes practice 
Å noticing and naming feelings comes first 
Å talking about everyday feelings in normal  
conversations makes it easier when the difficult feelings come up 
Å talking about difficult feelings is usually best tried after the feelings 
have calmed down a bit, and when children, parents and carers are 
feeling relaxed. 

Things to try at home 
Å Use feeling words when you talk with children about  
everyday situations:“You scored a goal! How exciting was that!”“It‟s pretty disappointing that Kati can‟t play with you 
today.” 

Å Invite children to describe their own feelings:ñIôm feeling pretty nervous about going to the dentist. How about 

you?”“How did you feel when…” 

Information for Parents 
Talaris Research Institute provides a useful step-by-step process that parents and carers can use to help children 
deal with emotions. The 5 steps of Emotion Coaching covers: Emotional Awareness, Recognising Emotions As An 
Opportunity For Intimacy and Teaching, Listening Empathetically, Labelling Emotions and Setting Limits While Helping 
the Child Problem Solve. 
 

Jenny Crowle 

Available from: www.talaris.org/spotlight_emocoaching_steps.htm 

 

http://www.talaris.org/spotlight_emocoaching_steps.htm


 

 

BAKER’S DELIGHT COUPON 

HOT CROSS BUN FUNDRAISER 

 

NAME OF FAMILY: 

 

………………………………………………… 

 

Indicate below the type (s) of buns required. 

Use the price guide to calculate your total cost. 

Return to the office no later than  

FRIDAY 3rd April, 2009. 

 

HOT 

CROSS 

BUN 

STYLE 

NO. OF 

PACKETS  

REQUIRED  

(Pack of 6) 

Cost per 

pack of 6 

$6.00 

TOTAL 

COST 

Fruit Hot 

Cross Buns 

(Packet of 6) 

   

Choc. Hot 

Cross Buns 

(Packet of 6) 

   

  AMOUNT  

PAYABLE  

 

MOONEE PONDS WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL/  

BAKERôS DELIGHT ASCOT VALE 

HOT CROSS BUN FUNDRAISER  

 

We have arranged through Bakerôs Delight a 

fundraiser for Hot Cross Buns.  

 

As                 falls during the holidays we have 

organised a voucher system where you will  

purchase your voucher from the school office 

and then present it to Bakers Delight Ascot Vale 

(only) on or after the 3rd April to collect your 

Buns at your convenience.  

 

The retail price is $6.50 however, we will be 

selling the Buns for  $6.00 only .  Please com-

plete the coupon below and hand it to the office 

with your money (exact money please) and we 

will exchange it with a voucher.   

This offer ends on FRIDAY 3rd April, 2009.  

Thank you for your support  

 

 SPORTS NEWS 
 
Rotational Sport  (16 teams playing 8 sports each Friday 
with a points system for winning, sporting attitude &  
 teamwork)  
We played the final 2  games of Rotational Sport last  
Friday & the ôCrazy Cassowariesõ played the ôPurple  
People Eatersõ in a decider with only 1 point between the 
two teams. The ôCrazy Cassowariesõ won out & finished 5 
points ahead of the ôPurple People Eatersõ & ôKickinõ 
Chickenõ. All teams performed well over the 6 weeks & itõs 
great experience before we start our interschool sport 
next term.  
Each child in the winning team received a sports show bag 
made up of donations from the following people: Jacki 
Seers (organised many of the donations & did a fantastic 
job again); Jendi bags (beach bag); Anne at the Union Deli 
(milkshake voucher); Ascot Vale Leisure Centre (pool 
pass, pen, ôno start up fee voucherõ); Melbourne  
Orthodontic Group (lanyard, pen, stickers); Victorian  
 Motorcycle Wreckers (calendar, sticker); J.S.C. (icy pole 
voucher); David Mc Allister (tennis ball). A huge thank you 
to all of those people from myself & the children, it just 
adds to occasion.   
 
 The Gr 4 (9/10yr age group) Cross Country trials will be 
on this Friday April 3 rd  (last day of term). Any children who 
missed out on last weekõs trials can run on this day too. 
We need some parents to assist with corner supervision, 
see Jan Hayes if you can help (9.15 -10.00am).  
The Gr 5/6 children will practice their Winter Sport (bat 
tennis, netball or football) this Friday with the real  
competition starting the second week of next term.  
Next term we also have the Cross Country on Wednesday 
April 29 th  & our District Soccer Round Robin on Friday 
June 5 th.  
 

Western Region Volleyball  
A junior volleyball competition for primary & secondary 
children will start on Friday May 1 st at St Bernardõs College 
Gym (Essendon). See flyer on Sports notice board or see 
Jan Hayes.  

 VICTORIAN PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 

 

Registration closes on April 3rd for the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge. For all the children who have already regis-

tered can you please return you permission notes as soon as possible to Claudia. Please log on and check you username and 

password prior to the holidays.  If you have any difficulties please come and see me.  

The Challenge aims to promote a love of reading.  It is not a competition, but a challenge to each student. 

If you are interested in participating in the Challenge and would like some more information, please come and see Claudia/

Michele in the library as soon as possible so that we can register your child and provide you with all the required paperwork.  

More details of the Challenge are available at www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. 

Friday Morning Parent Helpers 
  

We have finished for this term and will resume first  

Friday next term. 

 See you on the 24th April, 9am in the Conference Room. 

 Thanks Teri Crook  

JSC REPORT 
 

On Friday 27th March we had Quirky Dress Up Day. 
It was a great success, as we raised $325.90 for Circus Quirkus. 
Thank you to everyone who dressed up and donated so that 
some mentally and/or physically disabled children can go to the 
 circus.  
 A reminder to all of the rooms, teachers and JSC Reps to have 
your JSC Meetings. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

